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WELCOME! 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our visitors this afternoon as Clitheroe FC provide the 

opposition for this Buildbase FA Trophy 2nd Qualifying Round fixture. 

The Players, Team Management, Officials and supporters of our opponents are most welcome after 

making the long and arduous journey from Lancashire. 

Clitheroe have made a fine start to the season and currently sit one place behind ourselves in The Pitching-

In Northern Premier league North West Division, although we are currently top of the table we have 

played one game more game than today’s visitors.  Clitheroe are currently unbeaten in the league this 

season and we’ll be welcoming them back to UTS Stadium on the 31st of October.  

Given the form both sides have shown so far this season, I’d expect a very entertaining and close game 

If today’s game ends level after full time the result will be decided on penalties. 

All at Dunston FC would like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this afternoon, Graham 

Hopper from Gateshead and his Assistant Referees Steven Liddle from Newcastle and Thomas Wilkinson 

from Newcastle. Our FA Match Observer is Alan Wilkie who comes from Chester-le-street. 

Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to The UTS Stadium 

this afternoon. If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate 

to contact any Management Committee Member.  

Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, Concessions and Sponsorship 

Opportunities can be obtained by visiting www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship or from any Club Official 

or at the Club Office. 
Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Regulations. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure 

the safety of everyone. Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

                                       The Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As 

directed by Durham Football Association our game Buildbase FA Trophy 2nd Qualifying Round fixture 

against Clitheroe FC on the 17th of October game will be limited to 200 paying spectators.  

file:///C:/Users/702810440/Documents/www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship


Clitheroe FC have been allocated 15% of the available tickets. 

Season Tickets are not valid for this fixture as per F.A rules 

To fully comply with Covid-19 guidelines and NHS Track and Trace directives the following procedures will 

be implemented at the UTS Stadium. Please access our website to view our full Risk Assessment. 

ENTRY to GROUND 

Entry will be via the car park pay gates only. 

Bottom gate (Club House End) will be for admittance of Club Players, Club Officials, Match Officials and 

disabled spectators only. 

TRACK and TRACE will be in operation - it would help if spectators could download the NHS Covid19 app on 

to their phone as posters will be available from which to download your details via the app direct to NHS. 

The app can be downloaded on to your phone via instructions from covid19.nhs.uk/help-downloading.  

 Manual recording will also take place. 

 Support re accessing the NHS App will also be provided. 

 The app can be downloaded to your phone by visiting: 
https://covid19.nhs.uk/ 

The Clubs latest Covid-19 risk assessment document is available: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/new-covid-report/145.pdf 

All Spectators, officials etc MUST wear a face mask. Masks will be available on the gate free of charge 

ENTRY to BAR 

Entry will be via the ground bottom gate. As you will have been registered for Track and Trace on entry to 

the ground there will be no need to register in the bar. Face masks should be worn in the bar when not 

drinking. Numbers allowed in the bar are limited but you are able to drink outside using plastic glasses. 

Purchase of drinks will be via waiter/waitress service only from both inside the bar and outside the bar. 

When entering the ground from the bar you must use the pay gate and display your entry ticket. 

 

Work has now finished on The Tommy Cooney Stand and the Clubs new turnstiles. Dunston FC would like 

to thank Thompson Contract Services who have completed the task of raising the area behind the dugouts 

https://covid19.nhs.uk/
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/new-covid-report/145.pdf
https://covid19.nhs.uk/


in order to improve spectator views. Additionally barriers have been installed by GasTech and as you can 

see from the images below the completed work looks fantastic 

 

Above and below – The Tommy Cooney Stand now completed and ready for our game against Clitheroe in 

The Buildbase FA Trophy. 

 

View of the Tommy Cooney Stand pitchside 



 

 

Below – Newly installed barriers 

 

 

 

 



 

Image above – New turnstiles at the Club House end of the UTS Stadium 

Below – The Tommy Cooney Stand 
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Dunston Football Club History 

The club first saw the light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit when former Chairman, John Thompson, with 

some of his colleagues at HMSO on the Team Valley Trading Estate, decided to form a football team. The club joined 

the Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, Longbenton. 

 

Early success inspired the club to progress and a piece of land was leased from Gateshead M.B.C. and the committee 

began to develop what is now the UTS Stadium. 

 

The club were now gaining much success in the Northern Combination and with aspirations to progress further they 

approached the Federation Brewery to become the club’s main sponsor. With the Federation Brewery as their main 

sponsor the club joined the Wearside League in 1987 and after another period of success the club felt a need to seek 

new opportunities and an application was made to join the prestigious Northern League. The club had now realised 

one of its main ambitions and entered the National Pyramid of Non-League Football. In its second season in the 

Northern League the club won the Second Division and was promoted to the First Division. 

Since joining the Northern League the club has won the Second Division, been First Division Champions twice, 

League Cup winners on five occasions and JR Cleator Cup winners on five occasions. Included in these successes 

were back to back First Division title winners and League Cup winners in seasons 2003/2004 and 2004/2005.  A 

magnificent achievement. 

Season 2007/2008 had seen the club lose the word Brewery from its name as sadly it lost the main sponsor. After a 

period of 18 years of continuous sponsorship the Federation Brewery was taken over by Scottish and Newcastle 

Breweries who continued to sponsor the club for a further two seasons and after a period of twenty years the club 

had lost its main sponsor and had no association with a brewery. In our hour of need two new companies became 

involved with the club to partially compensate for the loss of our main sponsor.   

Dunston Van and Truck Centre became our home shirt sponsor and Astley Signs became our away shirt sponsor. 

Both companies are still with us at the present time. Season 2008/2009 a company, UTS Engineering (Utility 

Technology Services), became involved by sponsoring the player’s travel and training kit and during the close season 

of 2009/2010 they kindly agreed to become the club’s principal sponsor. 

The club name was changed from Dunston Federation F.C. to Dunston UTS F.C, the name of the ground was changed 

to the UTS Stadium and company owner, Mr. Shaun Sadler became Club President. 

On the 2nd April 2016 Dunston UTS celebrated their 1000th Northern League game. Prior to kick off on behalf of the 

club Malcolm James received an engraved plate from Northern League President George Courtney. 

Building on the new-found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following season with a great run 

in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record 

crowd of 2,525 at the UTS Stadium. 

 

The Club finished the 2018/2019 season as convincing Champions of the Northern League First Division, seventeen 

points ahead of their nearest rivals. Promotion ensued to the Northern Premier N/West Division but FA Regulations 

dictated that the Club Playing Name must not include any reference to a sponsor so the “UTS” was reluctantly 

dropped from the Club title before the new season. 

Over the years the club has always recognised that success on the field must be coupled with success and hard work 

off the field and the efforts of the people behind the scenes at the UTS Stadium has ensured that the stadium is a 

credit to the club. Many of the committee of the club have been involved since it was founded in 1975, some as 

former players and some as management on the playing side. 

 

It is a tribute to their commitment and hard work that the club has become one of the most successful in the North 

East. 



Dunston FC would like to offer their sincere thanks to the following Honorary Vice 

Presidents and Companies for their valued support. 

 Mr. John Adamson - Lancastrian Banqueting & Conference Centre. 

Mr. Dave Cummings - Dunston Van & Truck Centre. 

Mr. David Foggin - Spencer House Construction. 

Mr. Dave Forrester - Astley Signs. 

Mr. Paul Hogg - Murray Hogg. 

Mr. Alan Bell - Gateshead Bearings. 

Mr. Kevin Hodgson - Brown and Hood. 

Mr. Paul King - Heating Components. 

Mr. Martin Rankin - M. Rankin Funeral Director. 

Mr. Craig Firth - Gastech. 

Mr. Ben Riley - First Mortgage N.E. 

Mr. Tom Newton - TMP Motor Products. 

Mr. John Smart - Smart Highway Solutions. 

Club Officials 

Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague. 
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin. 

Press Officer - Mr. William. Montague 
Dunston FC Development Committee - Mr Billy Irwin, Mr Tony Cleugh and Mr Danny Whalen. 
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague. 
Official Club photographer and videographer - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell 
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson and Mrs Helen Rocks. 

Covid Officer - Mr. Graham Heslop. 

Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Fred Foulis, Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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Dunston FC Honours 

 



In this week’s player interview we talk to midfield dynamo Jake Stafford 
 

 
With Dunston currently top of the Pitching-In Northern Premier 
League N/West Division, what are your thoughts on the season so far? 
 
It’s a great start to the season been top of the league is always a good 
feeling so hopefully we can came this run going. 
 
Looking back on last season, and comparing it to how the team have 
started this season, it appears that you’ve learned hope to cope with 
this league.  
 
I think last season we wouldn’t’t have got through the last two games 
like we have done. It’s great to see that all of us have each other’s backs 
and are sticking together, if we keep doing that we will be in around the 
top and fighting for the league title. 
 
 

 
Swaz has added experience and quality to the team this season. Looking at the midfield, you’ve got 8 or 
9 players who could play in the middle. Does that put pressure on you or push you on to perform better 
this season? 
 
The signings he has brought in has helped us out loads this season. It’s a bit or both if I’m honest, everyone 
wants to play, no one wants to sit on the bench, so when you get your chance you have to take it but I 
think it’s good healthy competition because we all get on well. 
 

 
 



You look back on the last two games, coming back twice to win, then add to that the fact you’ve had to 
play two games in the space of 3 days with a day’s work chucked into the mix. The spirit and belief in the 
dressing room looks to be superb this season. 
 
Yeah, we haven’t made it easy for ourselves. We could close the game out a lot earlier with the chances we 
have created but it’s good to see that we don’t give up until the end. It’s not easy going to work then a long 
trip on a Monday night but we know that at the start of the season and when you’re playing well it makes 
the trip so much better when you come back with 3 points, The craíc in the changing rooms is great, 
everyone is on a high so the more we keep that going the better for us I think. 
 

 
 
Looking ahead to this weekend, a break from the league sees Dunston face Clitheroe in the F.A. Trophy.  
Based on their form at the moment they might prove to be one of the toughest sides you’ve faced so far 
this season. What are your thoughts on the game? 
 
It will be a very hard game. Like ourselves they have started well, so we will have to be ready from the get 
go and hopefully we can make the club a bit of money in this competition. I think our main focus is the 
League but we will do our best to win every game that we have to play this season and it would be nice to 
get some money back in to the club 
 
Jake Stafford is kindly sponsored by: 
Home shirt - Mr Stephen Sibbald. 
Away shirt - Paul King Heating Components and Equipment Ltd. 

Training kit – Mr Dave Boldon.  

http://www.heatcel.co.uk/
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Manager: Chris Swailes                                           Player/Manager: David Lynch 

Asst Manager:  Ben Sherwood                             Asst Manager: Chris Holland 

Sports Physio: Ian Murray                                    Coach: Louis Mayers 

                                                                                      Physio: Neil Coomber 

 

.Playing Squad                                                      Playing  Squad                   

Liam Connell                                                            Chris Thompson                  

Andrew Clark                                                            Markell Foulds 

Callum Elliott                                                            Cole Lonsdale 

Dan Halliday                                                            Chris Smalley 

Terry Galbraith                                                               Ollie Muir 

Dan Capewell                                                            Billy Priestley 

Michael Hall                                                            James Mutton 

Craig Scott (Capt)                                             Ross Dent 

Ursene Mouanda                                                           Oscar O’Neill 

Luke Page                                                            Gary Stopforth 

Michael Pearson                                                            Hyuga Tanner 

Liam Thear                                                            Danny Wilkins 

Jake Stafford                                                            Danny Pilkington 

Scott Heslop                                                            Conor Gaul 

Mark Fitzpatrick                                                             Jake Connelly 

Mechack Kanda                                                            Terry Cummings 

Jack Elliott                                                                  Craig Hobson 

Connor Bell                                                                   Braulio Maeico 

                                                                                        Kieran Feeney 

                                                                                        Kamar Moncrieffe 

                                                                                Kielen Adams 

Match Officials - Referee Graham Hopper (Gateshead) Assistant Referees Steven Liddle (Newcastle) Thomas 

Wilkinson from Newcastle. FA Match Observer is Alan Wilkie (Chester-le-Street) 



Dunston FC would like to sincerely thank the PK Motors (North East) Ltd for their 

sponsorship of today’s match ball  

  

For match day and match ball sponsorship opportunities please contact 

dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk or speak to our Commercial team on a match day. 

For details of our current sponsorship packages visit: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

mailto:dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship


 

In the second half, Heslop was the first to unleash an effort at goal, with Dunston breaking, Stafford and Kanda 

having harassed Tadcaster off the ball to set Heslop away, his shot went wide and high of the target. 

http://www.brownandhood.co.uk


Match report Brighouse Town vs Dunston 

UTS FC  

Dunston make it 2 wins in the space of 2 days 

following a captivating 4-3 win away to 

Brighouse Town. 

The League leaders have won 3 games from 3 

on their travels to Yorkshire but Chris Swailes 

was under no illusion of how tough the game 

would be heading into this fixture.  

The hosts got off to the a fine start and lead 

after 2 minutes through James Hurley, a free 

kick whipped over Connell and headed back 

into danger ended with Hurtley powering in 

his effort into the net. 

Connell made up for his mistake 4 minutes 

later, his delivery up-field collected by Connor 

Bell who was upended in the box by Brighouse keeper George Clarke. Up stepped Terry Galbraith who 

made no mistake from the spot with a calmly taken spot kick, the experienced defender taking his tally to 3 

goals for the season so far. 

Stand in skipper Michael Hall gave Dunston the lead 5 minutes later, Galbraith with a dangerously whipped 

in free kick, picking out the goal scoring prowess of Hall. 

Galbraith further extended Dunston’s lead on 39, a scuffed corner in the box, an ensuing scramble, saw Tez 

finish as the away side went into half time leading 3-1. 

The opening 20 minutes of the second half went by with little of note, say for Scrappy rattling the cross bar 

with a ferocious strike. The introduction of Laurence Sorhaindo on the 63rd minute seemed to change the 

home side’s fortunes. 

On the 72nd minute Alhahassne Keita glided past two blue shirts down the left hand side to smash in his 

effort at the near post and get Brighouse back in the game. 2 minutes later the home side levelled the 

score; following some impressive play on the edge of the box, a Kurt Harris lay off saw Sorhaindo adjust his 

body goal wards and smash the ball into the back of the net from the edge of the box. 

Dunston had looked nervy during a fine spell from Brighouse. However, just like the game on the weekend, 

where Dunston had surrendered a lead, they were not finished as Connor Bell, on his full league debut, 

ensured all 3 points on 80 minutes with his first goal for the club, finishing from close range as Scott Heslop 

marauded down the wing to send in a sumptuous delivery. 

In a game of excitement, nerves and entertainment, playing twice in the space of 3 days is a big ask for 

even professional players. So after a solitary days rest, a full day at work and a two hour journey on a 

coach, having to endure the monotony of the A1, to come away with 3 points on a wet Monday night in 

Yorkshire speaks volumes for the tenacity, belief, work rate and attitude of Chris Swailes and his players. 

 

Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Man of the match awarded to: Terry Galbraith 

 



 

http://www.firstmortgage.co,uk


DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2020 / 2021 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. A key 

member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an amazing eight seasons 

with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several successful campaigns before 

going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell with the 

Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He brings a wealth of 

experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Luke and Ken Fitzpatrick 
 

CALLUM ELLIOTT (Defender)   Callum has tremendous potential to carve out a great career after coming to 

Dunston at the start of the 2017-18 season from Spennymoor Town. He gained some valuable experience 

at Huddersfield Town before his release. 

Home sponsor - Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - Beauty Time Photography 
Training kit sponsor – ROAR Pet Supplies 
 

MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 2017-18 

season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender brings experience 

and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 

DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston from 
Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last season and was 
nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The Dunston UTS FC Supporters 
Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. 
 
Home shirt - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
Training kit - Christina Shell. 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle Benfield in 

October 2018 to bolster the back-line. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having 

previously enjoyed two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town while working in the London area. 

Voted Managers Player of the season 2019/20 

Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor – sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 

 



DANIEL HALLIDAY (Defender)   Strong defender in his sixth season with the Club, Dan has established 

himself as an integral part of the team. He is a product of the excellent Gateshead Academy and also 

gained valuable early Northern League experience at Birtley Town. 

Home sponsor – Mr Pat McElhone 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
Training kit sponsor – Urban Flower Rooms 

 
TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 season after 

a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key member of the Dunston UTS 

team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining Darlington to further his playing career. 

“Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team and played over 250 games for them, scoring 

around sixty goals in the process. 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from Consett AFC. 

Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael is a very popular 

member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 

 
LUKE PAGE (Midfield) A competitive midfielder, Luke signed for Dunston at the beginning of last season 

from Northern League side Sunderland RCA where he forged a reputation for being one of the most 

talented central midfielders in The Northern League. Dunston manager Chris Swailes was delighted to land 

one of his prime targets at that time. 

Home sponsor - Mick Page- Page Powder Coatings 
Away sponsor - Riley and Blake Davison  
Training kit sponsor – Jack Hunter 

 
JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. Re-joined 

the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work commitment problems 

that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the Dunston team that lifted the Northern 

League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Dave Boldon 

 

URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A product of the 
Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and Kilmarnock. He made a positive 
impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and much is expected from him in the coming season. 
 
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 

 
 



JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at Hebburn 

Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United Academy then Consett AFC before 

moving to Dunston. Jack is another player who had to solve the problem of work commitments before 

returning to the Club. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 

 
LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint at the 

Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who has finally fully 

recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against Gateshead in October 2018. 

Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 

 

MECHACK KANDA (Forward)   Recent acquisition from Newcastle Benfield, Mechack is an honest player 

who gives everything for the team. Manager Chris Swailes was delighted to sign him prior the start of the 

season having already coached him as a member of the Gateshead College side that won the National Cup. 

Previously with Gateshead FC and South Shields FC. 

Home sponsor – Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - GPS Gateshead Property Services 
Training kit sponsor – Impact Bathrooms 

 

SCOTT HESLOP (Forward)   Hard-working forward who joined Dunston ahead of the 2016-17 season from 

Chester-le-Street Town where he was a prolific goal-scorer. Scott ended up as Dunston’s top-scorer in his 

debut season at the UTS Stadium. He was voted Player of the Year as well Committee Player of The season 

and Players Player of the season in 2019-20. 

Home sponsor – Mr Ian McPherson 
Away sponsor - Mr Malcolm James 
Training kit sponsor – PK Motors North East LTD 

 

MARK FITZPATRICK (Forward)   Prolific goal-scorer who came to Dunston UTS from neighbours Whickham 

FC at the start of the 2017-18 season. Top-scorer in his first three seasons and Northern League top-scorer 

and League Player of the Year in the 2018-19 season. Mark is a grafter for the team and has previous 

playing experience at Whickham AFC, Tow Law Town and Ryton & Crawcrook Albion. 

Home sponsor - TMP Motor Products 
Away sponsor - Kitchens 27 and Interiors 
Training kit sponsor - Impact Bathrooms 
 

CONNOR BELL (Forward) the 24 year old striker has recently signed for the club following a spell in 

Australia with Victorian State League Div 1 side Preston Lions. The Durham born striker previously played 

for South Shields and Whitby Town. Having come through Sunderland AFC’s Academy he then moved to 

Wrexham, with a loan spells at Rhyl and Servette U21’s in Switzerland’s fifth tier before joining Inverness 

Caledonian Thistle; playing 29 games and winning The Scottish Challenge Cup in 2017/18. 

Home sponsor – Mr Paul Hardy 
Away sponsor – Mr Bob Boustead 
Training kit sponsor – Available 



CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead and Blyth Spartans 

before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted the FA Vase in 2012. He then moved 

on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to more Wembley success, scoring in the outstanding 

Wembley Final victory over the much fancied Hereford Football Club. 

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

IAN MURRAY (Physio) The Club was delighted to welcome back Ian after one season’s absence due to 

business constraints. He is a top-notch Therapist who brings great expertise to this most vital position in 

the Club. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

 

BEN SHERWOOD (Coach) Ben joined the Club the season before last to keep a close eye on our 

goalkeepers and is also very keen to get involved on the fitness and dietary requirements of the whole 

squad. 

Sponsored by – Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

Dunston FC Team Photograph 2020-21 Season 

 (Image courtesy of Ken Fitzpatrick) 
 

Back row L-R: Ian Murray (Physio) Liam Brooks, Dan Capewell, Callum Elliott, Liam Connell, Craig Scott (C), Andy 

Clark,Michael Hall, Terry Galbraith, Luke Page, Chris Swailes (Manager) Ben Sherwood (Assistant Manager/Coach) 

Front row L-R:  Dan Halliday, Mark Fitzpatrick, Jake Stafford, Liam Thear, Ursene Mouanda, Scott Heslop, Jack Elliott, 

Michael Pearson. Not pictured – Mechack Kanda, Connor Bell. 
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Clitheroe FC history September 2020 

 

The club was formed as Clitheroe Central in 1877 at the Swan Hotel in Castle Street by local businessmen. After 

playing in local leagues, the club joined the Lancashire Combination in 1903 and dropped Central from their name. 

Aside from breaks during the First and Second World Wars, the club continued to play in the Combination until 

the end of the 1981-82 season, when it combined with the Cheshire League to become the North West Counties 

League.  
 

 

For the first 100 years of Clitheroe FC’s existence, a Lancashire Junior Cup win in 1893, the Lancashire Combination 

Cup in 1934-5 and the League Championship in 1979-80 all that the club had to show for its efforts. That was soon to 

change. Although Clitheroe were put into the Third Division of the NWCFL at its inception due to the state of the 

ground, there followed the most successful period in the club’s long history under the stewardship of Eric Whalley, 

subsequently manager and Chairman of Accrington Stanley FC. He assembled one of the best non-league sides in the 

North of England and won back to back Championships in the Third, Second and First divisions, as well as securing 

the Lancashire Cup for the first time in 50 years, thanks to a solitary strike from local lad Eric Geldard. This was all the 

more impressive when one considers that the Division 1 was effectively Level 3 in the non-league pyramid. 

Captained by Mick Ashcroft and containing extravagant talents such as John Taylor and Steve Mullen, possibly the 

best player ever to play for the Blues, Clitheroe regularly attracted bumper gates, with the championship winning 

season seeing three crowds over 1,000. Cracks started to appear when Whalley took over the manager’s seat at 

Accrington. To compound matters, the new Northern Premier Division 1 was formed, but a lack of floodlights meant 

the Blues could not take their rightful place and they found teams effectively leapfrogging them. 
 

 

It was not until the mid nineties that the Club recovered from this setback and started to fulfil its potential. It 

became a force in the NWCFL Division 1 again and also made itself known on the national FA Vase stage. Having 

been pipped to the title in 1994-95 by Bradford PA in controversial circumstances, the following season saw possibly 

the highlight of the club’s history when the Blues reached the Vase Final under the joint managership of Dennis 

Underwood and Gary Butcher after an epic two legged semi Final win against Mangotsfield United of Bristol. 2,000 

people were on Shawbridge for the second leg when a deflected goal saw the Blues home with seven minutes of 

extra time remaining. The Final pitted the Blues against a powerful Brigg side and a 3-0 reverse in front of 7,500 fans 

was a fair reflection of the play. In the close season, Clitheroe also received their record transfer fee, £45,000, from 

Crystal Palace for goalkeeper Carlo Nash. 
 

 

The Wembley experience turned the Blues into a Vase side and a Quarter Final defeat against Tiverton in 1998/99 

and a two leg reverse against Taunton in the 2000/01 semi-final gave the Blues national prominence. The Taunton 

season saw Clitheroe beat pre-tournament favourites Chippenham in the quarter final on their own patch before a 

two-legged semi against Taunton Town, which would never be forgotten. With the first leg away and the game only 

just surviving an absolute deluge, the Blues went in at half time 5-0 down and reduced to 10 men. There was not 

much good humour amongst the 150 travelling Blues over that cup of Bovril. No further goals followed, but with 

manager Dave Burgess throwing caution to the wind in the home second leg, the fans dared to dream with 3 goals 

for the home side in the first 15 minutes (including hitting the post) and the Taunton keeper being stretchered off, 

but in the end Clitheroe went down 8-4 on aggregate. 
 

 

Dave Burgess stood down at the end of the season and central defender Lee Sculpher took over as player manager. 

In 2002/3, Clitheroe again finished as league runners up and lost to Mossley at Gigg Lane in the League Cup Final. 

Early cup exits the following season enabled the Blues to concentrate on the league and superb away form saw the 

Blues capture the 2003/04 league title on the final day of the season at Nantwich where Blues legend Neil Reynolds 

sparked bedlam when he thumped a 25 yarder into the top corner with six minutes of the season remaining.  
 

 



High hopes accompanied Clitheroe’s first foray into the Unibond League in 2004/05, but the club never fully 

recovered from manager Lee Sculpher resigning after a handful of games into the new season. He was succeeded by 

Paul Byrom who then quit in the close season. Tommy Lawson was appointed manager for the 2005/06 season but 

he was relieved of his duties in early 2006, to be replaced on a temporary basis by Mark Smitheringale. He too left 

before the 2006/07 season started and his assistant Chris Stammers stepped up to the plate before resigning after a 

10-1 thumping away to Conference North Kettering in the FA Trophy in November 2006. The then chairman Carl 

Garner offered the job to Neil Reynolds and Pete Smith at the turn of 2007, before the latter took on the role in his 

own right at the end of the 2008/09 season. 2009/10 and 2010/11 saw Clitheroe finishing in eight and sixth 

respectively, the highest league placings in the club’s history. The end of the 10/11 season also had a unique twist 

with Carl Garner stepping down as chairman after four years to replace Pete Smith as manager, in the process going 

unbeaten throughout April and taking the manager of the month prize. Garner was replaced in the role of chair by 

his long-standing deputy Anne Barker.  
 

 

Despite the great end to the previous campaign, the 2011/12 season under Garner’s leadership was ultimately 

disappointing, although it had started so brightly with another manager of the month award. Form quickly tailed off 

and huge player turnover ensued, before Garner resigned and the managerial Vase duo of Burgess and Sculpher 

ensured survival on a temporary basis, having taken over with less than 10 games to go. Paul Moore, the ex Leek 

Town and Warrington Town manager, took over the reins in 2012/13 and led Clitheroe to their record points total in 

Division 1 in finishing eighth, with the play-off push only ending over the final games of the season. However, the 

loss of key players in the close season led to a woeful start in 2013/14 and to an early exit from the FA Cup and 

Trophy, and the committee replaced Moore mid-season with ex Blue Simon Garner.  
 

 

Garner steadied the ship and Clitheroe finished the season in 17th position, with Garner setting his stall out in 2014-

15 to create a more east Lancashire focussed team. A 13th place finish and an appearance at the Reebok in the 

Lancashire Trophy against Chorley represented good progress, whilst the 7th place in 2015-16 continued the good 

work, and the push for the play-offs only faltered in the final weeks. Following Garner’s resignation, the club moved 

quickly to appoint ex Wales international Simon Haworth to the manager’s role. He moulded a team from scratch 

into genuine play off contenders, only faltering in the penultimate game of the season to a 90th minute goal at rivals 

Colne. 2017-18 could not quite recapture these heights although both Kurt Willoughby and Alex Newby featured 

prominently in the league goal-scoring charts. When Howarth announced he was leaving, the club appointed former 

Warrington Town manager, Stuart Mellish. After an unhappy, short tenure, his assistant, former Ossett Town 

manager Lee Ashforth was handed the role six games into the season. Unfortunately, Clitheroe endured their worst 

season at this level and Ashforth’s tenure was brought to an end.  Former Lancaster manager Phil Brown steadied 

the ship in the truncated 2019-20 season, with crowds averaging back over 350 and the Blues hovering around the 

play off places.  He left for personal reasons at the end of the season and the club appointed former Blue David 

Lynch as player manager for the 2020-21 season. 
 

 

Off the pitch, local businessman Stewart Fort took over the chairmanship of the club from Lee Sharples in the close 

season and has already started to deliver his clear vision for the Shawbridge stadium, with an enhanced Board of 

Directors and with promotion to the next level very much in his sights.  This builds on the work of long-standing 

Chair and current Director Anne Barker, who oversaw the incorporation of the club as a limited company, the 

renewal of the ground lease and the replacement of the clubhouse, changing rooms, toilet block and 

electricity/medical room during her tenure at a cost of over £150K.  
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 



Clitheroe FC Player profiles 
 

 
 
David Lynch:  27 year old player manager.  A combative midfielder, who numbers Halifax Town, Southport and 
Alfreton amongst his former clubs, as well as playing early in his career for the Blues.  Taking his first steps on the 
managerial ladder. 
 
Chris Holland:  Assistant manager.  Played in the Premier League for Newcastle United and made 279 appearances in 
the Football League for Preston, Birmingham, Huddersfield and Boston United. 
 
Louis Mayers:  Coach.  Made his debut for Clitheroe as a 17 year old centre forward.  Has now forged a career for 
himself as a personal trainer and gym owner. 
 
Neil Coomber:  Physio in his second full season at the club.  Part of the Myerscough College sport setup.   
 
 
Chris Thompson:  30 year old stopper, with over 100 Clitheroe appearances to his name.  Firm fans’ favourite and a 
member of the Team of the Decade. 
 
 
Markell Foulds: 19 year old defender in his second year at the club.  Formerly on Burnley and FCUM’s books, he is 
now focussed on developing as the club’s first choice right back. 
 
Cole Lonsdale:  Tenacious 23 year old left back, formerly on Bolton’s books, back for his second spell at the club.  
Loves to burst down the line, and links up well with the front line, using his sweet left foot to full advantage. 
 
Chris Smalley:  100+ Clitheroe appearances to his name before he became a mainstay at Stockport County and then 
playing for Stalybridge Celtic last season.  The 30 year old is now back to lend his experience and support to 
Clitheroe’s promotion push. 
 
Jimmy Mutton: Highly regarded 26 year old central defender, signed from Sutton Coldfield after recently moving to 
the area.   
 
Ollie Muir:  First coming to the Blues as a loan signing from Lancaster City two years ago, the 20 year old played the 
bulk of last season across the Back 4.  Now looking to secure a regular berth for himself. 
 



Billy Priestley:  Centre Back.  Started his career at Ramsbottom where he won the league before he followed Messrs 
Johnson and Morley to Salford, where he stayed for three years.  He has since played for Southport and Bradford PA, 
and will relish the skipper’s arm band at Shawbridge. 
 
 
Ross Dent – Midfielder.  A Clitheroe lad.  Still only 25, he already has 150+ Clitheroe appearances to his name and 
another member of the Team of the Decade.  Having spent the last two seasons with former manager Simon 
Haworth at Stalybridge, Ross cemented his reputation as one of the hardest working and most fearless midfielders 
around.   
 
Oscar O’ Neill:  Young midfielder previously on Preston’s books, signed last year from Lancaster City.  Has all the 
attributes and will be looking to secure a place in the engine room from the off. 
 
Gary Stopforth:  Previously on Blackburn’s books, he first cut his teeth in non league at Clitheroe over 10 years ago.  
One of the most recognisable non league players in the NW due to his larger than life personality, he numbers 
Salford City, Stockport County and Chester amongst his clubs, winning trophies at all of them. 
 
Hyuga Tanner:  Midfielder previously on Blackburn’s books.  Now in his third season at the club, the talented Aussie 
suffered a bad knee injury which kept him side lined for most of the season, but he will be looking to make a first 
team berth his own. 
 
 
Danny Wilkins – signed at the end of last season from Droylsden and returned to the club for a second spell.  Can 
play anywhere across the front line and midfield and offers a rare mix of talent. 
 
Danny Pilkington – Has played football in the football league for Stockport County, and Conference football for York, 
Kidderminster, Hereford and Barrow.  An attacking forward, he is looking to get back his sharpness and to terrorise 
defences again. 
 
Connor Gaul:  Noodle is already a league winner at this level with Atherton Collieries, and he quickly became a fan’s 
favourite with his mercurial wing play and goal scoring record for the Blues.  Will be looking to replicate that form 
this season. 
 
Jake Connelly – 18 year old winger played for the England Colleges XI, suffering an injury just as he was starting to 
make inroads into the first team.  Has filled out over the summer and will be looking to use his power to terrorise 
defences. 
 
Terry Cummings – 23 year old signed last season from Burscough.  A big hit with the Shawbridge crowd, using his 
strength and pace to take on defences.  Will be looking to add to his goal tally to complete the package. 
 
 
Craig Hobson – towering 32 year old centre forward.  Has plied his trade in the Conference with Stockport and 
Chester and will be looking to use his experience to bring the best out of his younger teammates and to hit the net 
himself. 
 
Braulio “Eddie” Maieco – Young Portuguese striker who burst on to the scene last year with Glossop.  Will be 
looking to use his pace and skill to shine at Shawbridge 
 
Kieran Feeney – signed last season just before the transfer deadline from Lancaster City, and although he only had 
two games, his all action play and hunger for goals was quickly apparent.  This will be the season he kicks on. 
 
Kamar Moncrieffe – Young striker previously on Salford’s books will be looking to start his progression back up the 
leagues.  
 
Kielen Adams – 19 year old striker.  Product of the Oldham academy, moving to Bradford City on a scholarship 
before returning to Oldham.  Has had loan spells at Chorley and Hyde and will be looking for game time to showcase 
his obvious talents. 
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THE BUILDBASE FA TROPHY SECOND ROUND QUALIFYING 
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2020 
WINNERS RECEIVE £2,250 LOSERS RECEIVE £575 
 
1 Pontefract Collieries v Workington                                                              50 Hanwell Town v Aveley                                
56 Moneyfields v Basingstoke Town                                                               51 Thame United v Cirencester Town 
57 Highworth Town v Winchester City                                                           52 Thatcham Town v North Leigh 
58 Larkhall Athletic v Barnstaple Town                                                          53 AFC Totton v Frome Town 
59 Kidlington v Didcot Town                                                                            54 Sholing v Wantage Town 
60 Willand Rovers v Bristol Manor Farm                                                       55 Bideford v Slimbridge 
61 Mangotsfield United v Cinderford Town 
2 Prescot Cables v Frickley Athletic 
3 Worksop Town v Ramsbottom United 
4 Pickering Town v Trafford                                                                             
5 Kendal Town v Brighouse Town 
6 Marine v Mossley 
7 Widnes v Colne 
8 Sheffield v Runcorn Linnets 
9 Dunston v Clitheroe 
10 Stocksbridge Park Steels v Marske United 
11 City of Liverpool v Cleethorpes Town 
12 Droylsden v Glossop North End 
(walkover for Glossop North End – Droylsden withdrawn) 
13 Sutton Coldfield Town v Dereham Town 
14 Newcastle Town v Belper Town 
15 Yaxley v Chasetown 
(walkover for Yaxley – Chasetown withdrawn) 
16 Corby Town v Halesowen Town 
17 Daventry Town v Kidsgrove Athletic 
18 Ilkeston Town v Kempston Rovers 
19 Evesham United v Carlton Town 
20 Histon v Leek Town 
21 Loughborough Dynamo v Bury Town 
22 Spalding United v Bedford Town 
23 Wisbech Town v Coleshill Town 
24 Stamford v Lincoln United 
25 Bedworth United v St Neots Town 
26 Hastings United v FC Romania 
27 Northwood v Heybridge Swifts 
28 Sittingbourne v East Grinstead Town 
29 Felixstowe & Walton United v Westfield 
30 Phoenix Sports v Marlow 
31 Ashford Town (Middx) v Whitstable Town 
32 VCD Athletic v Herne Bay 
33 Faversham Town v Hertford Town 
34 Barking v Harlow Town 
35 Tooting & Mitcham United v Romford 
36 Chertsey Town v Berkhamsted 
37 Whitehawk v Barton Rovers 
38 Ramsgate v Canvey Island 
39 Bedfont Sports Club v Coggeshall Town 
40 Whyteleafe v Cray Valley (PM) 
41 Maldon & Tiptree v Grays Athletic 
42 Brentwood Town v Chichester City 
43 Chipstead v Three Bridges 
44 Uxbridge v Waltham Abbey 
45 Aylesbury United v Tilbury 
46 Bracknell Town v Sevenoaks Town 
47 Hythe Town v Ashford United 
48 Burgess Hill Town v Ware 
49 Haywards Heath Town v Welwyn Garden City 
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