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A WELCOME From Billy Montague (Club Secretary)  
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the 

UTS Stadium this evening for this re - arranged PITCHING- IN NPL East Division 

game. 

 

Our opponents are PONTEFRACT COLLIERIES FC who arrive at the UTS Stadium 

after their tough journey from West Yorkshire. Itƴs always a testing experience 

with an early departure when you are forced to travel away on a mid - week evening. 

The Clubs were originally due to meet in this fixture on Tuesday 6 th  September,  but 

that game had to be postponed due to ƶCollsƷ having to fit in an Emirates FA Cup 

re- play against Charnock Richard FC. They pulled off a hard - fought 2 - 1 victory in 

that Tie to earn a tough trip to National League North Chester FC in the next Round. 

Much like Dunston with our away Tie at Scarborough Athletic last Saturday, 

Pontefract Collieries turned in a superb performance in fron t of a large crowd, but 

ultimately just failed to gain a deserved replay or victory!  

 

Under the astute guidance of Manager Craig Rouse and his coaching staff, our 

visitors remain one of only two Clubs that remain unbeaten in the NPL East Division 

at this e arly stage in the season. Due to their Cup exploits they have several 

games- in- hand on those teams around them in the League Table. They have 

steadily added to their playing strength towards the end of last season and the 

beginning of this. They possess a formidable strike force of Gavin Allott, Joe 

Lumsden and Adam Priestley who will rival any goal - scoring trio in the Division.  

 

We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this evening. Referee Kieran 

Downey from Sunderland is joined by his Assista nt Referees Kevin McKitterick and 

Gary Hargrave who also come from Sunderland.  

 

Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit 

to the UTS Stadium this evening. If you require any help or information about the 

Club and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any Management Committee 

Member. Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, 

Concessions and Sponsorship Opportunities can be obtained from any Club Official 

or at the Club Office.  

 

Letƴs look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game.  
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Dunston FC Football Club History  
 

The Club first saw light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit. Long- serving Club 
stalwart, John Thompson, along with some of his fellow workmates at Her _ÀöÙĚġĴ˫Ě
Stationery Office Gateshead, decided to form a football team and joined the 
Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, 
Longbenton, Newcastle.  
 
      Early success inspired John to develop the Club and it moved to a new base, The 
Bay Horse public house in Whickham. The Club name was changed to Whickham 
Sports FC. Playing on a public parks pitch in Dunston, the Club entered the Northern 
Amateur League. Numerous successes were achieved at this level including League 
Championships and League Cup wins.  
 
      In 1980 the Club joined the Northern Combination League. Further League and Cup 
triumphs followed and a move to a base nearer the home ground seemed logical. The 
Club moved to a new base at the Dunston Mechanics Social Club and became known 
as Dunston Mechanics F.C. As the club progressed, land in the locality was leased 
from Gateshead MBC and the management committee began to develop the present 
ground.   
 
     At this stage an approach was made to the Federation Brewery for sponsorship to 
ÀĚĚíĚġ íĀ ġëÙ ēĖĆçĖÙĚĚ Ćæ ġëÙ -úĥÌː µëÙĀ ġëÙĴ ÷íĀÓúĴ ÀçĖÙÙÓ ġĆ ÌÙÎĆÿÙ ġëÙ -úĥÌ˫Ě ÿÀíĀ
sponsors, the name was changed to Dunston Federation Brewery F.C. After finishing 
as League Champions and League Cup Winners in 1987, the Club left the Northern 
Combination League and joined the Wearside League. Following a period of four 
seasons in the Wearside League ˟ being League Champions twice and League Cup 
Winners once ˟  the club felt a need to seek new opportunities and an application was 
made to join the prestigious Northern Football League.  
 
      During their time in the Wearside League, the club had made considerable 
improvements to Federation Park with progress to a higher status of football in 
mind, and their application to join the Northern League was successful. The Club had 
now realised one of its main ambitions and so entered the National Pyramid of Non-
League Football.  
       In its second season in the Northern League, the Club won the Second Division 
Title and was promoted to the First Division. That season also saw the Club reach the 
last eight of the national FA Vase competition.  
 
       The Club was now an established Northern League Club having won the League 
Challenge Cup three years in succession from 1998 to 2000. Dunston also won the J. 
R. Cleator Cup in 1999/2000 and 2000/2001. Season 2003/2004 was one to remember 
when the club won the Northern League Championship for the first time and also 
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lifted the League Challenge Cup. They also reached the final qualifying round of the 
F.A. Cup ˟ the furthest they have ever reached in that competition.  
 
      After such a magnificent season in 2003/2004, the club went one better the 
following season when they repeated the Northern League Championship and 
Challenge Cup Double and also lifted the J. R. Cleator Cup once more.  
 
      In 2009, having been without a main sponsor for the previous three seasons, Mr. 
Shaun Sadler of UTS Engineering kindly agreed to provide a generous sponsorship 
package and it was agreed that the Club be known as Dunston UTS Football Club. The 
name of the ground was changed from Federation Park to The UTS Stadium.  
 
     The Club enjoyed a momentous season in 2011- 2012 when, under the Management 
duo of Billy Irwin and Tony Harrison, they finished third in the Northern League and 
achieved the greatest success in their history. After a memorable run in the FA Vase, 
the side reached the Final at Wembley Stadium and went on to lift the trophy with a 
superb 2- 0 victory over West Auckland Town.  
 
      After a few barren years, the Club sprang back to life again at the end of the 2017-
2018 season when finishing as Runners- Up in the Durham Challenge Cup Final and 
going one better with victory in the Brooks Mileson Memorial League Cup Final. 
Building on the new- found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the 
following  season with a great run in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying 
Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record crowd of 2,525 
at the UTS Stadium. The Club finished the 2018- 2019 season as convincing Champions 
of the Northern League First Division, seventeen points ahead of their nearest rivals. 
Promotion ensued to the BetVictor Northern Premier North West Division but FA 
vÙçĥúÀġíĆĀĚ ÓíÎġÀġÙÓ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ˨-úĥÌ súÀĴíĀç `ÀÿÙ˩ ÿĥĚġ ĀĆġ íĀÎúĥÓÙ ÀĀĴ ĖÙæÙĖÙĀÎÙ ġĆ
À ĚēĆĀĚĆĖ ĚĆ ġëÙ ˨¦¢z˩ Ĳas reluctantly dropped from the Club Title before the new 
season commenced. Shaun Sadler showed remarkable understanding of the 
situation and agreed to continue his wonderful sponsorship of the Club. With the aid 
of a generaous grant from the FSIF, improvements were completed to bring the 
ground up to NPL standards.   
 
      The step up proved a bit more difficult than expected against tougher  opponents in 
the NPL North West Division. Some promising early results were tempered by some 
set- backs and it wasn˫ ġ ĥĀġíú ġëÙ ġĥĖĀ Ćæ ġëÙ ĴÙÀĖ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ġÙÀÿ ÀÎëíÙıÙÓ ÀĀĴ çĖÙÀġ
consistancy. The early cancellation of League proceedings due to Covid- 19 in March 
2020 saw the Club finish in mid- table. After yet another early curtailment in 2020- 21, 
Dunston added to the playing squad in time for the opening of the newly formed NPL 
East Division for the 2021- 22 season. Some very good results were achieved but a 
couple of disappointing runs resulted in a final sixth- place finish, just missing out on 
the end- of- season Play- Offs.  
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      Over the years the Club has always recognised that success on the field must be 
coupled with hard work behind the scenes. The efforts of the management 
committee and ground staff at The UTS Stadium have ensured that the ground is a 
credit to the Club. Many of the backroom staff at the Club have been involved since it 
ĲÀĚ æĆĥĀÓÙÓ íĀ ʵʽʻʹː Mġ˫Ě À ġĖíÌĥġÙ ġĆ ġëÙíĖ ÎĆÿÿíġÿÙĀġ ÀĀÓ ëÀĖÓ ĲĆĖ÷ ġëÀġ ġëÙ -úĥÌ
has become one of the most successful and respected on the North East non- league 
scene.  
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Dunston FC Club Officials 

Club Secretary -  Mr. William Montague. 

Club Chairman -  Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman -  Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President -  Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents -  Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer  -  Mr. Frank Rankin. 
Press Officer -  Mr. W. Montague 
 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee -  Mr. Billy Irwin, Mr. Tony Cleugh and Mr. Danny Whalen 
 
Programme Editors ˟  Dom Bingham and Callum Pattison 
 
Official Club photographer  -  Mr Kelvin Shell. 

Match day videography -  Mr Ken Fitzpatrick 

Match day announcer -  Mr David Flavell. 

Media Officers -  Dom Bingham and Callum Pattison 

Graphic Design/ social media ˟  Adam Richardson 
 
Canteen services  -  Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson, Mrs Helen Rocks and Mrs 
Elaine Forsyth. 

Covid Officer -  Mr. Michael Urwin. 
Club Management Services -  Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  

Mr. Fred Foulis. 
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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DUNSTON UTS (FC) LIMITED   Registration Number: 1396275 
is Incorporated under the Companies Act 2006 as a private 
limited company by guarantee 

No Individual holds any more than one equal share 

The present Members are: 
 
Directors: CHARLES ALAN STOTT, MALCOLM JAMES, 
WILLIAM MONTAGUE & FRANK RANKIN 
 
Members: SYDNEY BAMBROUGH, ANTHONY CLEUGH, PAUL 
DIXON, CHARLES HARM. 
CHRIS HERRING, WILLIAM MARTIN HOPE, WILLIAM IRWIN, 
PATRICK MCELHONE, IAN MCPHERSON, 
GRAHAM ROWLEY, BRIAN SELLARS, STEPHEN SIBBALD, 
JOHN THOMPSON, MICHAEL URWIN, 
DANIEL JAMES WHALEN & STEPHEN EDWARD WHITTAKER 
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CLUB NEWS 
 

Dunston FC are delighted to 
announce new stadium 
developments to take place 
throughout the course of the 
season. Announced on Sunday, 
we have been successful in 
applying for a grant from the 
Football Foundation which will 
see us revamp the ladies toilets, 
extend the food cabin, revamp 
the clubhouse bar/cellar and an improvement to the beer garden. Many thanks 
to the tireless work from Tony Cleugh, Billy Irwin and Alan Stott for getting the 
wheels in motion! 
 
In other news, Monday 
afternoon saw the draw for the 
Third Qualifying round of the 
Isuzu FA Trophy. Dunston 
progressed to round three of 
qualification having brushed 
aside Mossley by two goals to 
one in the first round, and then 
Bootle in round two of qualifying, 
with three second half goals 
proving the difference between 
the sides as Dunston ran out winners by three goals to nil. 
 
Dunston were drawn against Ashton United in the Third Qualifying round, away 
from home. This tie is set to take place on Saturday 8th October, meaning that the 
original league fixture on this date at home against Lincoln United will be 
rearranged. 
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MATCH REPORT | Bootle (A) 
Bootle FC vs Dunston FC ð Isuzu FA Trophy Second Qualifying Round 
Goals: Fowler (46õ), Coulson (63õ), Thear (86õ) 
Att: 360 

 
Bootle started the better of the two teams and had two chances early in the match. First, 

defender Matty Rain fired over from long range before Jay McCarten planted a header just 

wide of the post. It was a game of nip and tuck as the half ebbed on, with both teams doing well 

to cancel out each otherƴs main threats. Craig Scott came the closest for Dunston in the first 

half hour, heading over from a Phil Turnbull corner.  

 

 On thirty four minutes, there were cries of a penalty from the travelling Dunston faithful. 

Michael Fowlerƴs powerful shot appeared to strike the hand of a Bootle defender, however the 

referee waved away all appeals. 

 

Five minutes before the interval, Bootle had a glorious chance to go in ahead, but Jack 

McGowan got in behind the Dunston backline, but could only put his effort  over the bar of Dan 

Staples.  Bootle continued to finish the half strongly, and came close twice more as Dunston 

clung on, with Staples having to save well from Morgan Homson - Smith, and McGowan going 

again, planting a header just wide.  

 

 Whatever Chris Swailes said to his team at half time, it worked as Dunston came out the traps 

with lightning speed and Michael Fowler had the visitors one up within a minute of the restart, 

powering in a lethal strike from distance.  

 

 With Dunston now in charge and leading , they were grateful to the post when a cross from 

Hodkinson ricocheted off it and scurried out for a goal kick.Terry Galbraith came close for 

Dunston as they pushed for a second, heading wide from a corner, before Richard Coulson 

grabbed Dunstonƴs second minutes later to put them firmly in control of the tie. Coulson met a 

Jack Elliottƴs cross with his head and left Bootle goalkeeper Sam Ashton with no chance to 

power home. 

 

 Into the closing stages Dunston were enjoying themselves, and Michael Fowler near ly had his 

second, only for Ashton to pull off a fine save and tip the ball wide for a corner. With five 

minutes to play, Liam Thear wrapped up the victory for Dunston, rifling in from distance into 

the top corner of the net to send the Dunston fans into r aptures and to book his sides place in 

the next round of the competition.  

 

 Dunston move back into league action next week as they travel to Long Eaton United after 

hosting Pontefract Colleries at home on Tuesday evening, whilst the draw for the next round of 

the FA Trophy completion will be made on Monday afternoon.  
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ToÞÊōǌĭ Visitors | Pontefract Collieries 
 

Spencer Clarke  
A Ponte stalwart, Spencer is a real Rolls Royce of a footballer and a leader amongst the 

dressing room. Spencer is the club vice - captain. He is and has been a key component for the 

Colls over the years. 

 

Jack Greenhough  
Club Captain, Jack joined the Colls Academy after leaving Bolton Wanderers. He quickly joined 

the first team and made a big impression. One of the clubƴs youngest captains, he is a massive 

part of how we play.  

 

Jack Vann   
ƶVannyƷ joined Ponte last summer and made a real impression, a real cog in the Colls engine 

room controlling the midfield. Won a one - man goal of the season competition with two fine 

strikes.  

 

Jack Lazenby   
Jack is a ball playing midfielder that has a great range o f passing and loves a crunching 

challenge. A former Guiseley Academy product that will be looking to kick on this year.  

 

Mikey Dunn   
ƷMagic MikeyƷ is a defenderƴs nightmare, this lad on his day can be one of the best players in 

the league. His footwork and  speed often leave defenders on the floor. Heƴs enjoyed a bright 

pre- season and will be looking to add to his NPL goal tally this season.  

 

Scott Brown  

ƶBrownyƶ is another player that can feature in the heart of the defence or midfield, heƴs 

always first t o the tackle but is also great with the ball at his feet. He made a real difference 

upon returning from a loan spell out last year.  

 

Jimmy Williams    
A Ponte unsung hero, now assistant player/coach Jimmy is a combative player that can play 

anywhere in eith er defence or midfield, a real presence in the side.  

 

Craig Rouse    

ƶRouseyƷ has featured for the club in his playing days as a striker, making an impression with 

his goalscoring exploits during his two spells at the club. However, Craig really placed his name 
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in the history books, being a part of Ponteƴs greatest chapter to date. He was a key part of our 

rise from NCEL Division One to the Northern Premier League.  

 

 

Fabian Bailey   

Fab is into his fifth straight season Ponte. He is a real versatile player that can feature 

anywhere from defence to midfield.  

 

Joe Lumsden   

 Another striker that knows where the back of the net is. He re - joined the club last spring and 

will be looking to add to his goal tally from the last campaign and his previous spell at Ponte.  

 

Gavin Rothery   

He has signed up for a further year wi th the club, a real fan favourite that ƶRouseƷy was keen 

to keep. He chips in with goals and assists and as an experienced member of the squad, he will 

play a key part, especially as he now has the head coaching role alongside being a player.  

 

Lloyd Allin son  
 Goalkeeper Lloyd joined the Colls in 2021/22 from Nostell Miners Welfare. He came through the 

youth ranks at Huddersfield and made one first team appearance for the Terriers in May 2016. 

He joined FC United of Manchester in 2017 where he stayed for t wo years. He has since played 

for teams such as Guiseley, Ashton United, Gainsborough Trinity and Scarborough Athletic.  

 

Ben Turner  
Ben signed from fellow Northern Premier League side Worksop Town. The experienced left 

sided defender joins following his s econd stint at Worksop and names North Ferriby, Frickley, 

Stocksbridge, Sheffield FC, Mickleover and Grantham, as his former clubs. At 6 ft 2, Ben adds 

to the defensive options for manager Craig Rouse.  

 

Harry Spratt   
One of our new recruits this season. Harry can feature anywhere across the back line. He joins 

the club following spells at Ashton United, Scarborough Athletic and York City.  

 

Jake Picton   
Jake has returned to Ponte after a spell at Worksop Town. An experienced defender at this 

level, heƴs a real leader and has the ability to chip in with a goal from the back. 
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Adam Priestley   
A Gibraltar international who has 17 caps and a goal for his country. Adam has a great pedigree 

and has scored goals at whichever club he has been at. A fast, intelligent forward, heƴll be 

looking to chip in with plenty of goals and assists.  

 

Gavin Allott  
 A proper old- fashioned No. 9, Gav joins Ponte after winning the league last year with 

Liversedge. Another man whose goal record speak for itself and heƴll no doubt cause many 

issues for opposing defences.  

 

James Baxendale  
 Another midfielder that comes alive in the final third, made a number of appearances in the 

Football League for Walsall before moving down the pyramid. Heƴs back for his second stint at 

Ponte and will look to add goals and assists. James has also recently joined the coaching staff as 

first team coach.  

 

Callum Brook  
A product of the Chesterfield FC Academy, following his arrival he  has made a number of 

appearances and has more than handled himself at this level. He will go on to have a big future 

at the heart of the defence.  

 

Jack Shepherd  
Our Young Player of the Season, Jack has matured into a strong defender that can play either 

centre or left back. As well as reading the game well, it is his ability to bring the ball out which 

often catches the eye.  
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CLub Profile | Pontefract Collieries 
 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founded: 1958 

 

Nickname(s): The Colls 

 

Ground: The Green Energy 

Sports Ground 

 

Capacity: 1,200 

 

Chairman: Trevor Waddington  

 

Manager: Craig Rouse 

 

2021/22 League Position: 12th  

of 20  (NPL West Division) 

 

Club Colours: Blue  

 

Notable Honours: Northern 

Counties East League Premier 

Division Champions (2017- 18), 

Division One North Champions 

(1983- 84), Floodlit Cup 

winners (1987- 88, 1998- 99), 

Wilkinson Sword Trophy 

winners (1995- 96) 
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Club History| Pontefract Collieries 
 

Pontefract is known to have had a football club as far back as the 1890s when a 

side, presumably composed mainly of soldiers, competed in the West Yorkshire 

League as Pontefract Garrison.  

 

By 1935, a club called Tanshelf Gems managed to acquire a ground on Ackworth 

Road, moved there, and became Pontefract United. United ruled the roost in local 

football before the war, but when hostilities ended in Europe, they were rekindled 

in the town with the appearance of a Pontefrac t Collieries side, who by the late 

1950s had gained slight bragging rights over their town rivals, both playing in the 

West Yorkshire League.  

 

In 1960, the old Collieries club became extinct, only for the name to return a 

couple of years later when United  merged with a local youth side and adopted the 

name for themselves.  The new club quickly gained in stature and found 

considerable success in the West Yorkshire League, before joining the Yorkshire 

League in 1979. Progress on the field continued, culminati ng in a Yorkshire League 

Division Three Championship win in 1982.  

The Colls were founder members of the new ly formed Northern Counties East 

League. Successive promotions were gained in the first two seasons; This 

meteoric rise saw the Colls into the topfl ight  of the NCEL, a position they held for 

a decade. Progress on the field was matched by ground improvements, as 

floodlights, a new clubhouse, stands, seats, and other major changes took place. 

Much of the work was done during the minersƴ strike, cementing further, 

literally, the clubƴs relationship with the mining industry and local community. 

 

The floodlight opening in 1987 saw the Collieries take on Hull City in a friendly, 

watched by the record 1,000 crowd for the Skinner Lane ground. More honours 

came the clubƴs way as the NCEL Floodlit Cup was won twice, and two West Riding 

County Cup Finals were reached.  

 

The appointment of new boss, Jim Kenyon, soon halted the slide, however, and 

the Colls bounced straight back, taking the Runners - Up spot, and winning the 

Wilkinson Sword Trophy along the way. The following season saw Pontefract in 

yet another cup final when  they lost out by 3 Ʊ1 to Hucknall Town at Millmoor in 

the NCEL League Cup Final. Success could not be sustained, though, and by 1998Ʊ
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99, a disastrous start saw the first 11 games lost, and only 7 points gained by 

Christmas. New manager, Peter Daniel, came  in, and almost turned the fortunes 

around in an amazing rear- guard battle. The club still lost its Premier Division 

status, finishing second bottom, but only on goal difference.  

 

Steve Kittrick then took up the challenge with a more locally based squad, a nd an 

emphasis on youth development. 1999- 2000 saw the Under - 16s win the West 

Riding Junior Cup, and the Under- 19s reach the Northern Youth Alliance League 

Cup Final. The senior squad also reached the Wilkinson Sword Trophy Final, which 

was narrowly lost o n a 4Ʊ2 aggregate to Goole. But successes at youth level were 

ultimately unable to be repeated by the senior squad, and Steve Kittrick left, 

after a disappointing finish to the 2000 Ʊ01 campaign. The successful youth 

coach, Gary Batley, took over for the 20 01Ʊ02 campaign, but a very young and 

unsettled side saw a disastrous season end with the Colls rock bottom  of the 

NCEL First Division. 

 

2002Ʊ03 saw Peter Daniel return, and improvements on the field were obvious 

from the very start. Ironically, despite bri nging in a few key players to 

strengthen the squad, much of the side were graduates from the clubƴs youth 

policy, which seemingly had not matured quite quickly enough for previous 

managers. The season saw the club reach its best stage in national competiti ons, 

reaching the Second Round Proper of the FA Vase, and with another cup final 

appearance in the Wilkinson Sword Trophy, this time losing out to Mickleover 

Sports, 3Ʊ1 on aggregate. A strong run in the second half of the league season 

saw the Colls finis h in fourth place in Division One. But optimism for the 2003 Ʊ04 

campaign soon evaporated, and after a poor start, Pete Daniel resigned. Reserve 

team manager Roly Lanes took over the reins, and the club were pulled off 

bottom spot, but still needed to apply  for re - election.  

Battles off the field have dominated recent times, with fires destroying seats and 

parts of the stand, the tea bar, and the closure of the adjacent Prince of Wales 

Colliery and loss of the electricity supply. On the field, Collieries cont inued to 

struggle, and only avoided relegation on more than one occasion because of 

Pyramid restructuring.  

 

Things reached rock bottom in 2007 Ʊ08 when, despite winning the first league 

game, Ponte then failed to win another for the rest of the season, and finished 

with just 9 points, a staggering 15 adrift of the club above them. Once again, 

relegation was avoided as the club were saved by the constant restructuring of 



 

 23 

the Pyramid league system. Turmoil and bad feeling dominated the summer 

break, seeing the  departure of the management team and most of the Committee 

as well. But this provided an excellent opportunity for the club to rebuild, and to 

put in place a plan for the future where none had previously existed.  

 

2008- 09 saw a new and enthusiastic, Committee appoint new manager, Simon 

Houghton  and after just 4 league games the new team gained the 9 points it won 

the previous season. For the first part of the season, the club kept pace with 

eventual champions Scarborough Athletic at the top of the table, but a disastrous 

spell into the new year saw the club embark on a run of 1 win in 9, with the club 

finishing ninth.  

 

2009Ʊ10 saw more improvement and Pontefract eventually finished the season in 

fifth place, taking four points off promote d Brighouse Town during the 

campaign., Simon Houghton left the club  in early 2011 following a poor run of 

results , with former Leeds United captain Brendon Ormsby being brought in as 

manager. During his first dozen games in charge of the club, Ormsby used the 

remainder of last season to assess the players at his disposal and start to 

implement changes to the playing style of the team.  

Unfortunately, success wasnƴt forthcoming for the Colls, and a bad spell during 

the middle of the 2012 - 2013 season led to Ormsby leaving the club by mutual 

consent.  

 

Player/Managers Nick Handley and Duncan Bray stepped into the breach for the 

club, and the 2013- 2014 season was one of consolidation as Bray and Handley 

brought in new players and stamped their style of play on th e squad. Ending in a 

ninth - place league finish.  

 

The plan was delivered and 2014- 15 turned out to be a successful season for the 

Colls as they finished as Runners- Up in the NCEL Division 1 and achieved 

promotion to the NCEL Premier League after an absence of fifteen seasons. 

Along the way they achieved the seasonƴs records for highest away win, best 

aggregate score, most goals scored (joint with Louth Town), second best defence 

and most clean sheets. 

 

Ponte now in the NCEL Premier (in 2015- 16) new players arrived to strengthen the 

promotion winning squad. However,  struggles saw a new management team 

announced with manager Craig Parry assisted by Craig Rouse and Nigel Danby. 
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They fought to the bitter end and unfortunately ended up in the third from 

bottom spo t and back into Division 1. 

The 2016- 17 season saw many changes in players and staff behind the scenes and 

on the field, with emphasis on the clubƴs infrastructure being paramount. The 

team had a great pre - season and that gave the side the building blocks for the 

year they had. After a great start with 9 wins out of the first 9 games (including 

friendlies) the Colls had started will in both league and the FA Cup. The latter saw 

us reach our joint furthest in the competition after wins against Runcorn Town 

and Bootle who both went on to have good league campaigns. We ended up 

getting knocked out by Tadcaster Albion after a thrilling cup tie going 2 - 0 down 

then 3- 1 down and after pulling a goal back to make it 3 - 2 were then harshly not 

given a late penalty!  

The league saw us put in some brilliant runs of form which saw us leap from 6th 

to the top of the league. Fate was in our own hands on the final day requiring a 

win on the final day away at Worsbrough Bridge to gain promotion, which we did 

2- 1 to return  to the NCEL Premier Division.  

 

2017- 18 saw what can only be described as a spectacular season. The season 

started  brilliantly , winning 12 out of our first 13 games scoring 50 goals in the 

process. By the end of 2017 Ponte had only lost 3 times in league f ootball and 

were still going strong in the FA Vase. Due to these cup runs we sat third in the 

league and 18 points behind league leader AFC Mansfield but many games in hand. 

But by the time we travelled to Mansfield for the ƶTitle DeciderƷ we were right on 

their tails, The game was billed to be a close battle, yet Ponte took the wheels off 

the Mansfield title charge and hammered them 3 - 0 in their back yard! A win in 

Ponteƴs next game would guarantee our historic first promotion to the Northern 

Premier League (NPL). Away at Maltby Main saw Ponte do exactly what was 

needed, a 2- 0 win and mass celebrations. The Colls followed this up with a 

midweek win again away, this time at Handsworth Parramore and a 3 - 1 win and 

Pickering losing the following night, meant Po nte were CHAMPIONS of the NCEL 

Premier Division.  

 

The 2018/19 season saw Colls have an extremely successful first ever season at 

Step Four of non - league in the NPL Division One East finishing as Runners - Up to 

Morpeth Town. A good pre - season saw the Colls gain two pieces of silverware Ʊ 

The Bill Cook Memorial Trophy against Glasshoughton Welfare and the Inaugural 

Colliery Cup from a keenly contested game against NPL Division One West side 

Atherton Collieries. The Colls narrowly lost out on promotion to the N PL Premier 
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Division at the first time of asking after losing the Play - off Final to Brighouse 

Town. 

 

Colls retained the Bill Cook Memorial Trophy once again in 2019/20 and 2020/21 

however both seasons were curtailed due to the pandemic, pathing the way for a 

fresh start. In the 2021- 22 season, there was a first chance to l ook forward to a 

full season under new management team Ʊ Craig Rouse, Andy Seed, Jimmy 

Williams, Head Coach Gavin Rothery and Goal Keeping Coach Ross McKenna. Colls 

sat second bottom in ear ly November, but a string of big wins saw a jump to mid -

table. A strong bond between players and fans built from the start of 2022 and 

some big wins followed.  
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https://andysmanclub.co.uk/find-your-nearest-group/
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Dunston FC Player Profiles 
 
JAMES ANDERSON 
Anderson joins on a year- long loan from Northern 
Premier League Outfit Morpeth Town. The young keeper 
shone during his time on loan at Whickham and looks to 
ÌĆúĚġÙĖ 2ĥĀĚġĆĀ˫Ě ēĖĆÿĆġíĆĀ ÎĖÙÓÙĀġíÀúĚː ĀÓÙĖĚĆĀ ëÀĚ
two appearances under his belt at Morpeth, one of which 
included a penalty save in an FA Trophy game against 
Warrington Town. Anderson links up with new 
goalkeeping coach Lee Kennedy in what sees an all-new 
line-up íĀ 2ĥĀĚġĆĀ˫Ě çĆÀú÷ÙÙēíĀç ÓÙēÀĖġÿÙĀġː 

 
Craig Baxter 
Craig Baxter is a defensively strong and composed 
right back who brings a wealth of experience of playing 
higher up in leagues to the Dunston back line. Craig has 
a proven track record of success, a key player for The 
Mariners over a five-season spell and making 188 
appearances and played an integral role in the 
Gateshead side which reached the National League 
playoff final at Wembley Stadium in the 2013/14 season. 
Described as rock solid at the back and strong going 
æĆĖĲÀĖÓˋ +ÀĳġÙĖ˫Ě ĚíçĀíĀç ĲÀĚ À ÿÀöĆĖ ÎĆup for Dunston 
¦¢z E-ˋ ÀĀÓ -ĖÀíç˫Ě ÀÓÓíġíĆĀ ĲÀĚ ĆÌıíĆĥĚˋ Ĳíġë ġëÙ æĥúú
back picking up the 2021/22 managers player of the 
ĚÙÀĚĆĀˋ ēúÀĴÙĖĚ ēúÀĴÙĖ Ćæ ġëÙ ĚÙÀĚĆĀ ÀĀÓ ÎĆÿÿíġġÙÙ˫Ě ēúÀĴÙĖ Ćæ ġëÙ ĚÙÀĚĆĀː 
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Richard Coulson 

Richie arrived in early December 2021 from Northern 
League side Whitley Bay. He has an eye for goal and 
picked up six goals in the back end of the 2021/22 
season. Able to play anywhere across the frontline, 
Richie has added versatility to the Dunston side, and 
will be looking to kick on in the 2022/23 season. The 
forward has had spells with Seaham Red Star in The 
Northern League and prior to that had played for his 
local side Hazelrigg Victory for whom he scored 174 
goals, registered 100 assists and won 31 Man of the 
Match awards in only 189 appearances. 

Sadó Djaló 
Sadó arrived early on in the 2021/22 season from 
Northern League side Bedlington Terriers, where he 
had made a serious impression. His credentials were 
there for all to see, with the frontman scoring 11 goals 
for Dunston in a short period for the club. Sadó was 
quickly snapped up by National League North outfit 
Blyth Spartans, however under new boss Terry 
Mitchell his playtime was limited. A short loan back to 
the UTS Stadium has been followed by a more 
permanent deal, which sees Sadó return looking to 
ignite old form. 
 

Jack Elliott 
Jack Elliott is a very talented player who returned to 
Dunston in September 2019 following a brief spell with 
Hebburn Town. He progressed through Newcastle 
¦ĀíġÙÓ˫Ě ÎÀÓÙÿĴ ÀĀÓ ëÀĚ ëÀÓ ĚēÙúúĚ Àġ -ĆĀĚÙġġ E-
and Whickham. Jack adds speed to the Dunston side 
and causes headaches for full backs of opposing teams.  
Since his arrival, Jack has been an ever-present figure 
in the starting eleven and continues to give his all in a 
Dunston shirt. 
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Michael Fowler 
Michael Fowler arrived at The UTS Stadium having recently 
completed a Scholarship in The USA with Coastal Carolina 
Chanticleers. He started his career with Sunderland AFC 
before then moving on to Burnley, where he was a prolific 
scorer at youth level. 

Having completed a successful scholarship with The 
Premier League side, he then joined Fleetwood Town as 
part of their development squad. He has had loan spells 
with FC United of Manchester, Guiseley and Bamber Bridge, 
before moving to the UTS Stadium in July 2021. Michael hit 
the ground running in his first season and scooped the 
clubs top scorer award despite being at the club for just 
half a season. 

 

Tez Galbraith 
Terry Galbraith became Chris Swailes' second 
major signing of the 2020/21 season as the 
Club pulled of a major coup to bring the player 
back to where his footballing career began. 

On his signing, Dunston FC Manager Chris 
Swailes said, "For me he'll bring leadership, 
he's vocal wherever he plays, he'll bring 
experience, and these are valuable especially 
in this league". 

Galbraith made his name at Dunston FC as a 
youngster having joined from Redheugh Boys 
-úĥÌː KÙ ĲÀĚ À ÷ÙĴ ēúÀĴÙĖ æĆĖ +íúúĴ MĖĲíĀ˫Ě E ²ÀĚÙ ĲíĀĀíĀç ĚíÓÙ íĀ ʶʴʵʶ ÀúĆĀçĚíÓÙ -ëĖíĚ zĲÀíúÙĚ ÀĀÓ ZíÀÿ -ĆĀĀÙúúː
Regarded as one of the brightest prospects in The Northern League during his first spell with the club, he left The UTS 
Stadium in November 2012 to join Darlington FC. During his seven seasons at Darlington, he would go on to win three 
promotion medals, making over 250 appearances and scoring over 50 goals for The Quakers and became a genuine 
favourite with their supporters.  

After leaving Darlington at the end of the 2019/20 season, Dunston moved quickly to secure his signature. Long 
standing Club Chairman Mr Malcolm James said, "When Terry became available it was just natural that we'd be 
interested in the lad". He added " We're a club that is looking to go forward; Terry Galbraith and recent signing Liam 
Connell are two lads who we've always wanted to bring back to the club as this is where their hearts are". 

Terry captained Darlington during the 2018/19 season and spent last season playing in The National League North.  

Considered to be one of the best left backs in the history of Dunston FC, he can play at the centre of defence, centre 
midfield and left wing, adding quality, leadership, and versatility to the Dunston side. 
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Jake Jensen 
Jake was one of the multiple signings for the 
club in the summer of 2022. He was on a 
football scholarship in the United States for 
four years from Summer 2018 and that was 
where he most recently played. Jake is a 
technically gifted midfielder that brings 
energy and tenacity to the pitch along with a 
range of passing from the middle of the park. 
MĀ ëíĚ ĲĆĖÓĚˋ ëÙ ġĖíÙĚ ġĆ ˨ÙÿĥúÀġÙ +ĖĥĀĆ æĖĆÿ
ġëÙ ¢ĆĆĀ˩ 

 

 

WILL JENKINS 
Will Jenkins signed on- loan from South 
Shields in August 2022 and will remain 
with the club until January 2023. Will is a 
talented midfielder who has come 
through the youth system at The 
Mariners and has gone on to make over 
40 appearances for the South Shields 
first team at quite a young age. Will can 
play across the midfield and netted his 
first goal for Dunston at Bridlington 
Town on August 19th in the Emirates FA 
Cup Preliminary Round. 
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Ursene Mouanda 
Ursene joined Dunston FC from South Shields in 
early January 2020 and marked his debut with a 
Man of the Match performance in a 1-0 win away 
to Colne. Known as an athletic and competitive 
defensive midfielder, he was previously with 
Rangers before signing professional terms with 
Kilmarnock. 

A product of Monkseaton Academy, he was 
ĚÙúÙÎġÙÓ ġĆ ÎÀēġÀíĀ 8ĀçúÀĀÓ ¦ʵʼ˫Ě zÎëĆĆúÌĆĴĚ íĀ
2016, bringing him to the attention of numerous 
professional clubs. 

Following his release from Kilmarnock, he was quickly snapped up by South Shields. With competition for places at 
Mariners Park high, he spent the start of the 2019/20 season on loan at Blyth Spartans before arriving at The UTS 
Stadium and has been an ever-present ÿÙÿÌÙĖ Ćæ -ëĖíĚ zĲÀíúÙĚ˫ ĚíÓÙ ÙıÙĖ ĚíĀÎÙː 

 

Michael Pearson 
Having previously played for Hartlepool United, 
Blyth Spartans and South Shields, the current 
Club vice-captain joined Dunston UTS FC prior to 
the start of the 2015/16 season from Consett AFC, 
a season in which he would receive The Player of 
the Season Award. An industrious and 
combative player, he possesses a versatility 
which allows him to comfortably play in 
numerous positions, he has since gone on to play 
more than 100 games for Dunston, captaining the 
side on many occasions. 

His outstanding performances during Dunston's 
2018/19 Northern League title winning season 
saw him deservedly collect a plethora of awards at the end of the season namely, Players' Player of the Year Award, 
Management Player of the Season and Committee Player of the Season. 

During his time at Dunston, Michael has collected a Northern League winners medal, Northern League Cup medal 
and JR Cleator Cup Winners medal. 
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Craig Scott 
Craig Scott transferred to the club from 
Newcastle Benfield in October 2018 to bolster 
the backline and went on to cement his place in 
the side, becoming the clubs˫ captain and 
leading by example from the back. 

Craig is a very experienced player at Northern 
League level having previously had two stints at 
Ashington and a spell at Slough Town while 
working in the London area.  

"Scotty" played a vital role for the club during 
the Northern League title winning campaign 
and continues to be an assured and composed 
figure in the back line. 

Jon Shaw 
Jon signed for Dunston this summer from Northern 
Premier League side South Shields. Jon has a 
formidable record at non-league level within the 
North East, scoring 52 goals for Gateshead over two 
spells with the club. The ex-forward, who has now 
moved back into a central defensive position, adds 
an abundance of experience to the Dunston side. 
Spells at Luton Town, Sheffield Wednesday and 
Rochdale AFC outline his class, and he will add 
versatility and strength to the Dunston backline. 

Dan Staples 
Dan signed for the club in July 2022 after 
impressing during pre - season. The 
goalkeeper has has spells with Newcastle 
United, Sunderland, Wrexham and Bedlington 
Terriers. Most recently, he was at Consett and 
made a huge impact in his first appearances in 
cup- competition  against North Shields in the 
2021/22 season. He saved a penalty inside the 
final five minutes to ensure his side the 
victory.   
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Jude Swailes 

Having been with Newcastle United since he was 
a youngster, Jude emerged through the clubs˫ 
Academy system, before moving up into the 
ranks of The Premier League sideĚ˫ ¦ĀÓÙĖ ʶʷ˫Ě
squad. Making over 30 appearances in a black 
and white shirt, across both the Premier League 
Under-ʵʼ˫Ě ÀĀÓ ¦ĀÓÙĖ ʶʷ˫Ě íĀ sĖÙÿíÙĖ ZÙÀçĥÙ ʶˋ
the highly regarded youngster was offered a 
two-year contract at Sġ VÀÿÙĚ˫ sÀĖ÷ Àġ ġëÙ ÙĀÓ Ćæ
last season. Jude decided against the offer, in 
favour of a move to the USA, where he joined 
Charleston College in South Carolina. 

Jude is a strong thorn in the Dunston back line, and can be described as a no-nonsense centre half, willing to put 
his body on the line for the club. 

Liam Thear  
Liam Thear has been at Dunston for a large number of 
years and moved to the club after completing a 
successful stint at Gateshead FC Academy, where he 
was highly rated. Following his release, he was 
snapped up by then Dunston manager Billy Irwin.     
"Scrappy" is a very strong and tricky player who has 
matured and developed tremendously whilst at 
Dunston. After a superb start to last season, Liam 
suffered a serious ACL injury in The FA Cup fixture at home to local neighbours Gateshead FC last season. Since his 
recovery, he has proved to be a vital asset to Chris SwailÙĚ˫ ĚíÓÙˋ æíçëġíĀç æĆĖ ÙıÙĖĴ ÌÀúú ÀĀÓ ÎĆĀġĖíÌĥġíĀç Ĳíġë ÌĆġë
goals and assists. 
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Jake Turnbull 
Jake Turnbull signed for Dunston on New ·ÙÀĖ˫Ě Eve 
2021 from Northern League side Newcastle 
Benfield, and the pacy winger has had previous 
spells with Ashington and Heaton Stannington. Jake 
has kicked on since his arrival and has proved a 
tricky player for opposition defences to deal with. 
Following his signing for the club, assistant 
manager Jon MacDonald stated:  
˨VÀ÷Ù íĚ À ıÙĖĴ çĆĆÓ ÀġëúÙġÙ ēúÀĴÙĖˋ ëÙ˫Ě ĕĥíÎ÷ˋ ĚġĖĆĀç
and versatile and we think he has a good profile for 
ġëíĚ ÓíıíĚíĆĀ˩ː 

 
Phil Turnbull  
Central midfielder Phil Turnbull can play with either foot and is 
described as fiercely competitive player and joined the club along 
with ex-teammate Craig Baxter in 2021. Having started out at 
Hartlepool United before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth 
Spartans and Gateshead, a permanent move to Gateshead in 2008 
seen him play over 300 games for the Tynesiders and played a vital 
role in the National League season which saw the Heed reach 
Wembley. 

In a 7-season spell, which included two successive promotions, the 
club eventually moved up to The National League and he became a 
firm favourite at The International Stadium before moving to 
Darlington in 2015 where he would gain promotion to The National 
League North in his first season. 

 A move to his hometown club South Shields happened in 2018 and the 
move was seen a major signing for the club. He has been key to the 
recent playing success at South Shields but with the club moving to 
full time this season Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the 
vastly experienced and talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium.  
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Dunston FC Managerial Profiles 
 

Chris Swailes 
Chris was appointed manager October 2016 after the shock departure of 
long serving Billy Irwin, Swaz has a wealth of football experience, after a 
long professional career he played for Gateshead and Blyth Spartans 
before joining Dunston and was a lynchpin in the team when we won the 
FA Vase in 2012, he then moved to Morpeth Town where he guided them to 
more Wembley success, scoring in the final victory over Hereford FC. 

Jon McDonald 
A Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in early 
March of 2021 from Northern Premier League side Morpeth Town, 
where he had held the equivalent position for three seasons. During 
his second spell at Craik Park, he had been part of two successive 
ēĖĆÿĆġíĆĀĚ Ĳíġë ˨¢ëÙ KíçëĲÀĴÿÙĀ˩ ÀĀÓ À `ĆĖġëĥÿÌÙĖúÀĀÓ zÙĀíĆĖ
Cup victory in the 2018/19 season. He brings with him a wealth of 
experience and knowledge. He has previously managed Blyth AFC, 
guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 
season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and 
North Shields in The Northern League. Jon successfully completed 
his UEFA A License with The Scottish FA in March 2022. 

IAN IRVING 

Ian joined Chris Swailes' backroom staff in August of 2021. Having 
previously worked alongside Assistant Manager Jon McDonald at Blyth 
Town, he brings with him a wealth of experience to a Dunston side who 
continue to develop on and off the pitch. 
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LEE KENNEDY 
Lee joined Dunston in July 2022 and has immediately jumped into 
the task. Lee brings with him a wealth of experience, working with 
a range of teams at all levels of the game. Lee will look to pass on 
his knowledge and skills to Dunston's new breed of goalkeepers, 
following the departure of stalwart's Liam Connell and Andrew 
Clark, as the club look to push on under the helm of Chris Swailes. 

 

LEWIS BLACK 
Lewis öĆíĀÙÓ -ëĖíĚ zĲÀíúÙĚ˫back- room staff in July 2021 having 
completed three years of studying at Newcastle College University 
Centre, graduating with a First-Class Honours Degree in Exercise & 
Sport Rehabilitation. Alongside his studies he completed a three- year 
placement at Park View Academy of Sport and was able to develop his 
skills as a practitioner.  Following on, he then became sports therapist 
for Chester- le-Street United. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.carterexpressfreight.co.uk/
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https://footballfoundation.org.uk/
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Beauty Time Photography 
A selection of the images courtesy of Beauty Time Photography from ¢ĥÙĚÓÀĴ˫Ěvictory of Esh Winning in the 
Durham FA Challenge Cup. A full Album can be found here:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/beautytimephotography/albums/72177720301553422/with/523088
95793/ 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/beautytimephotography/albums/72177720301553422/with/52308895793/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/beautytimephotography/albums/72177720301553422/with/52308895793/
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DAF Properties 
Commercial and 

Residential Lettings 
David and Marc Foggin 

07920064909 

  

http://www.heatcel.co.uk/
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Spreading the message of Organ Donation 
 

Since the start of the pandemic, organ donation levels have fallen dramatically. One of our very 

own committee members, Steve Whittaker, has a young family member currently awaiting a 

new heart. Her parents, like many others in a similar position, are trying to raise awareness of 

organ donations and encourage more people to opt in.  

 

Beatrix was just 15 months old when she suffered heart failure, and si nce May 2022, she has 

been in the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle, awaiting a heart transplant. She is mainly stuck to 

the confines of the hospital, but her courage and bravery keeps her fighting. She is a real 

inspiration to her family and to otherƴs waiting for an organ.  

 

In July 2022, over 6,300 people were waiting for an organ transplant in the UK. Beatrixƴs mother 

Cheryl is doing all she can to spread the message of organ donation as far as she can. She said, 

ƶThe reality is, without parents considering the unthinkable or choosing to donate in the midst 

of their own tragedy, none of these children would have a chance at life.Ʒ 

 

As hard as it is to comprehend losing a loved one, you may just be able to save someone else 

who is critically ill. One donor can transform up to nine lives. Be a champion, be an organ donor.  

 

Find out more here:  https://organdonation.nhs.uk/  

 

https://organdonation.nhs.uk/
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^Êĭĵ ĵ÷Đã ęĻĵư 
 

PONTEFRACT 1 -2 DUNSTON  

1-2 
16/04/2022 

Dunston held off a late fightback 
from Pontefract Collieries  as 
-ëĖíĚ zĲÀíúÙĚ˫ ĚíÓÙearned a 
vital three points in their push to 
reach the playoffs. A Richard 
Coulson brace set Dunston on 
their way, and things got better 
when Colls defender Spencer 
Clarke was sent off before the 
break. Dunston held on after 
Luke Hinsley got one back for 
Colls to take all three points 
back up the A1. 


