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A WELCOME From Billy Montague (Club Secretary)  
 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome 
to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium 
this afternoon for this PITCHING- IN Northern 
Premier League East Division game. 
 
Our opponents today are BRIDLINGTON TOWN 
FC who arrive at the UTS Stadium after their 
long journey from the East Riding of Yorkshire. 
The two Clubs have already met this season 
when Dunston visited the excellent Queensgate Stadium for an Emirates FA Cup 
Preliminary Round Tie at the end of August. After a typically competitive Cup game, 
Dunston ran out winners by 3- 0 thanks to goals from Will Jenkins, Jack Elliott and Sado 
Djalo. As always, we received a very cordial welcome and hospitality on the day from 
the hosts and their magnanimous supporters. 
 
ZÀĚġ ĚÙÀĚĆĀˋ ˨+ĖíÓ˩ ēĥúúÙÓ Ćææ ġëÙ ÓĆĥÌúÙ ĆıÙĖ 2ĥĀĚġĆĀ ĲëÙĀ ġëÙĴ ÎÀÿÙ ÀĲÀĴ æĖĆÿ ġëÙ
UTS Stadium with a notable 2- 1 victory in December. They then repeated the medicine 
in the final (very nervy) match of the campaign by a 3-2 margin to confirm their status 
in the PITCHING- IN NPL East Division. As it happened, results elsewhere meant that 
they were already safe! 
 
Dunston FC will have to be at their best to overcome a spirited Bridlington Town FC side 
who currently lie only four points behind them in the very tight League Table. Their 
Team Manager Mike Thompson and his Assistant Adrian Costello have assembled a 
versatile and competitive playing squad who relish a battle for the points. 
  
We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this afternoon. Referee Kieran 
Downey travels from Sunderland and his Assistant Referees Kieran Graham comes 
from Cramlington while Matthew Davidson comes from South Shields. Our FA Match 
Observer today is Ted Ilderton who comes from Whitley Bay. 
 
Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to 
the UTS Stadium this afternoon. If you require any help or information about the Club 
and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any Management Committee Member. 
Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, Concessions and 
Sponsorship Opportunities can be obtained from any Club Official or at the Club Office. 

       ZÙġ˫Ě úĆĆ÷ æĆĖĲÀĖÓ ġĆ À ÎĆÿēÙġíġíıÙ ÿÀġÎëː 8ĀöĆĴ ġëÙ çÀÿÙː 
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Dunston FC Football Club History  

 

The Club first saw light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit. Long- serving Club 
stalwart, John ¢ëĆÿēĚĆĀˋ ÀúĆĀç Ĳíġë ĚĆÿÙ Ćæ ëíĚ æÙúúĆĲ ĲĆĖ÷ÿÀġÙĚ Àġ KÙĖ _ÀöÙĚġĴ˫Ě
Stationery Office Gateshead, decided to form a football team and joined the 
Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, 
Longbenton, Newcastle.  
 
Early success inspired John to develop the Club and it moved to a new base, The Bay 
Horse public house in Whickham. The Club name was changed to Whickham Sports 
FC. Playing on public parks pitch in Dunston, the Club entered the Northern Amateur 
League. Numerous successes were achieved at this level including League 
Championships and League Cup wins.  
 
In 1980 the Club joined the Northern Combination League. Further League and Cup 
triumphs followed and a move to a base nearer the home ground seemed logical. The 
Club moved to a new base at the Dunston Mechanics Social Club and became known 
as Dunston Mechanics F.C. As the club progressed, land in the locality was leased 
from Gateshead MBC and the management committee began to develop the present 
ground.   
 
At this stage an approach was made to the Federation Brewery for sponsorship to 
ÀĚĚíĚġ íĀ ġëÙ ēĖĆçĖÙĚĚ Ćæ ġëÙ -úĥÌː µëÙĀ ġëÙĴ ÷íĀÓúĴ ÀçĖÙÙÓ ġĆ ÌÙÎĆÿÙ ġëÙ -úĥÌ˫Ě ÿÀíĀ
sponsors, the name was changed to Dunston Federation Brewery F.C. After finishing 
as League Champions and League Cup Winners in 1987, the Club left the Northern 
Combination League and joined the Wearside League. Following a period of four 
seasons in the Wearside League ˟ being League Champions twice and League Cup 
Winners once ˟  the club felt a need to seek new opportunities and an application was 
made to join the prestigious Northern Football League.  
 
During their time in the Wearside League, the club had made considerable 
improvements to Federation Park with progress to a higher status of football in 
mind, and their application to join the Northern League was successful. The Club had 
now realised one of its main ambitions and so entered the National Pyramid of Non-
League Football.  
 
In its second season in the Northern League, the Club won the Second Division Title 
and was promoted to the First Division. That season also saw the Club reach the last 
eight of the national FA Vase competition.  
 
The Club was now an established Northern League Club having won the League 
Challenge Cup three years in succession from 1998 to 2000. Dunston also won the J. 
R. Cleator Cup in 1999/2000 and 2000/2001. Season 2003/2004 was one to remember 
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when the club won the Northern League Championship for the first time and also 
lifted the League Challenge Cup. They also reached the final qualifying round of the 
F.A. Cup ˟ the furthest they have ever reached in that competition.  
 
After such a magnificent season in 2003/2004, the club went one better the following 
season when they repeated the Northern League Championship and Challenge Cup 
Double and also lifted the J. R. Cleator Cup once more.  
 
In 2009, having been without a main sponsor for the previous three seasons, Mr. 
Shaun Sadler of UTS Engineering kindly agreed to provide a generous sponsorship 
package and it was agreed that the Club be known as Dunston UTS Football Club. The 
name of the ground was changed from Federation Park to The UTS Stadium.  
 
The Club enjoyed a momentous season in 2011- 2012 when, under the Management 
duo of Billy Irwin and Tony Harrison, they finished third in the Northern League and 
achieved the greatest success in their history. After a memorable run in the FA Vase, 
the side reached the Final at Wembley Stadium and went on to lift the trophy with a 
superb 2- 0 victory over West Auckland Town.  
 
After a few barren years, the Club sprang back to life again at the end of the 2017- 2018 
season when finishing as Runners- Up in the Durham Challenge Cup Final and going 
one better with victory in the Brooks Mileson Memorial League Cup Final. Building on 
the new- found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following 
season with a great run in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to 
National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record crowd of 2,525 at the UTS 
Stadium. The Club finished the 2018- 2019 season as convincing Champions of the 
Northern League First Division, seventeen points ahead of their nearest rivals. 
Promotion ensued to the BetVictor Northern Premier North West Division but FA 
vÙçĥúÀġíĆĀĚ ÓíÎġÀġÙÓ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ˨-úĥÌ súÀĴíĀç `ÀÿÙ˩ ÿĥĚġ ĀĆġ íĀÎúĥÓÙ ÀĀĴ ĖÙæÙĖÙĀÎÙ ġĆ
À ĚēĆĀĚĆĖ ĚĆ ġëÙ ˨¦¢z˩ ĲÀĚ ĖÙúĥÎġÀĀġúĴ ÓĖĆēēÙÓ æĖĆÿ ġëÙ -úĥÌ ¢íġúÙ ÌÙæĆĖÙ ġëÙ ĀÙĲ
season commenced. Shaun Sadler showed remarkable understanding of the 
situation and agreed to continue his wonderful sponsorship of the Club. With the aid 
of a generous grant from the FSIF, improvements were completed to bring the 
ground up to NPL standards.   
 
The step up proved a bit more difficult than expected against tougher opponents in 
the NPL North West Division. Some promising early results were tempered by some 
setbacks, ÀĀÓ íġ ĲÀĚĀ˫ġ ĥĀġíú ġëÙ ġĥĖĀ Ćæ ġëÙ ĴÙÀĖ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ġÙÀÿ ÀÎëíÙıÙÓ ÀĀĴ çĖÙÀġ
consistency. The early cancellation of League proceedings due to Covid- 19 in March 
2020 saw the Club finish in mid- table. After yet another early curtailment in 2020- 21, 
Dunston added to the playing squad in time for the opening of the newly formed NPL 
East Division for the 2021- 22 season. Some very good results were achieved but a 
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couple of disappointing runs resulted in a final sixth- place finish, just missing out on 
the end- of- season Play- Offs.  
 
      Over the years the Club has always recognised that success on the field must be 
coupled with hard work behind the scenes. The efforts of the management 
committee and ground staff at The UTS Stadium have ensured that the ground is a 
credit to the Club. Many of the backroom staff at the Club have been involved since it 
ĲÀĚ æĆĥĀÓÙÓ íĀ ʵʽʻʹː Mġ˫Ě À ġĖíÌĥġÙ ġĆ ġëÙíĖ ÎĆÿÿíġÿÙĀġ ÀĀÓ ëÀĖÓ ĲĆĖ÷ ġëÀġ ġëÙ -úĥÌ
has become one of the most successful and respected on the North East non- league 
scene.  
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 8 

 

Dunston FC Club Officials 

Club Secretary -  Mr. William Montague. 

Club Chairman -  Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman -  Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President -  Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents  -  Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer  -  Mr. Frank Rankin. 
Press Officer -  Mr. W. Montague 
 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee -  Mr. Billy Irwin, Mr. Tony Cleugh and Mr. Danny Whalen 
 
Programme Editors ˟  Dom Bingham and Callum Pattison 
 
Official Club photographer  -  Mr Kelvin Shell. 

Match day videography -  Mr Ken Fitzpatrick 

Match day announcer -  Mr David Flavell. 

Media Officers -  Dom Bingham and Callum Pattison 

Graphic Design/ social media ˟  Adam Richardson 
 
Canteen services  -  Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson, Mrs Helen Rocks and Mrs 
Elaine Forsyth. 

Covid Officer -  Mr. Michael Urwin. 
Club Management Services -  Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  

Mr. Fred Foulis. 
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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DUNSTON UTS (FC) LIMITED   Registration Number: 1396275 
is Incorporated under the Companies Act 2006 as a private 
limited company by guarantee 

No Individual holds any more than one equal share 

The present Members are: 
 
Directors: CHARLES ALAN STOTT, MALCOLM JAMES, 
WILLIAM MONTAGUE & FRANK RANKIN 
 
Members: SYDNEY BAMBROUGH, ANTHONY CLEUGH, PAUL 
DIXON, CHARLES HARM. 
CHRIS HERRING, WILLIAM MARTIN HOPE, WILLIAM IRWIN, 
PATRICK MCELHONE, IAN MCPHERSON, 
GRAHAM ROWLEY, BRIAN SELLARS, STEPHEN SIBBALD, 
JOHN THOMPSON, MICHAEL URWIN, 
DANIEL JAMES WHALEN & STEPHEN EDWARD WHITTAKER 
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©l5!Áǌ¡ d!¡/l©¡ ǃ ĩãÞôãĻïô Ļţǌĭ 
 
We are delighted to be welcoming 
vÙÓëÙĥçë ¦ĀÓÙĖ ʻ˫Ě ġĆ ġëÙ çÀÿÙ ġĆÓÀĴˋ
who will be our matchday mascots. 
Everyone at Dunston UTS FC provides a 
warm welcome to them and their 
families and wishes them a thoroughly 
enjoyable day. 
 
The team will be holding a bucket 
collection before and during the game, 
to raise funds for a football tournament 
at Flamingo Land. 
 
Their teammate Leland (pictured) was 
diagnosed in September with a rare 
form of blood cancer, MDS, which 
means he must have an urgent bone marrow transplant at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle. 
For this reason, Leland will not be able to go to 
school or participate in his favourite activity, 
football, for the foreseeable future . 
 
ZÙúÀĀÓ˫Ě ÌĖíúúíÀĀġ ġÙÀÿÿÀġÙĚ ÀĖÙ úĆĆ÷íĀç ġĆ ĖÀíĚÙ
funds so that they can travel to Flamingo Land 
upon Leland finishing his treatment to participate 
in a weekend long football tournament with him. 
 
Please do donate any spare change you may have, 
and get Redheugh to Flamingo Land! 
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CLUB NEWS  

  

Dunston FC are delighted to be hosting the 
All England FA Sunday Cup First Round tie 
between Greenside FC and Burradon and 
New Fordley FC. 
 
The tie will take place on Sunday 
November 13th Àġ ¢ëÙ ¦¢z zġÀÓíĥÿː Mæ ĴĆĥ˫ĖÙ
available, get down and show some 
support. Tickets are just £3 for adults and 
̐ʵ æĆĖ ÎĆĀÎÙĚĚíĆĀĚ ÀĀÓ ĥĀÓÙĖ ʵʺ˫Ěː 
 
It is pay on the gate as usual and kick off is 
at 1:00pm. 
 
Your support would be massively 
appreciated! 

The Dunston FC weekly lotto draw is back 
ÀĀÓ ġëÙĖÙ˫Ě Ěġíúú ġíÿÙ ġĆ çÙġ íĀıĆúıÙÓˍ 
 
The draw begins on Monday November 7th 
at 6:30pm. Tickets are just £1 and can be 
bought from the clubhouse and club shop 
Àġ ġĆÓÀĴ˫Ě çÀÿÙ ÀçÀíĀĚġ +ĖíÓúíĀçġĆĀː 
 
The lotto draw requires you to pick 4 
numbers between 1 and 40. Each week, 4 
random numbers will be drawn, and 
should you have the four numbers drawn, 
you will win the cash prize. 
 
If there is no winner, a number will be 
removed from the 40 each draw until 
someone wins. 
 
A new entry must be made for each draw. 
Starting prize is £1,000! 
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MATCH REPORT | Coalville Town (H) 
 
FT: Dunston UTS 1-3 Coalville Town 
Goal(s): Jenkins (̋ ʹ˫˝ 
Att: 219 
 
2ĥĀĚġĆĀ˫Ě ġÙĀ çÀÿÙ ĥĀÌÙÀġÙĀ ĖĥĀ
came to an end at the hands of 
Coalville Town on Saturday afternoon 
at The UTS Stadium. After a battling 
performance in front of the 219 in 
ÀġġÙĀÓÀĀÎÙˋ íġ öĥĚġ ĲÀĚĀ˫ġ ÿÙÀĀġ ġĆ ÌÙː 
 
The visitors made a bright start to the 
contest as Tendai Chitiza fired his 
side into the lead after 18 minutes. 
Dunston responded well in the 
ĚÙÎĆĀÓ ëÀúæ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ zĆĥġë zëíÙúÓĚ˫ úĆÀĀÙÙ µíúú VÙĀ÷íĀĚ ĚÎĆĖÙÓ ÀĀ ÙĕĥÀúíĚer for 
Dunston midway through the half after an excellent left- footed finish.  
 
Unfortunately, the lead would last just a matter of minutes as Ashley Chambers put 
Coalville back into the lead. Chambers then went on to seal the victory for The Ravens 
with ten minutes to play as the striker grabbed a third for his side. 
 
It was Coalville who certainly started the game much brighter and looked to assert 
their dominance early on. With less than a minute played, Tendai Chitiza found himself 
in half a yard of space and glanced a curling effort just wide of the post. 
 
On four minutes, Dan Staples was called into action for the first time as he had to be 
switched on to keep Coalville out. The ball fell to McGlinchey on the left and he fired 
low and hard at Staples however, the shot- stopper was there to keep him out. 
 
Despite the two early chances for Coalville, Dunston looked to cause problems of 
their own down the left through Jack Elliott. The winger swung in two good crosses 
inside the first ten minutes however, nobody was there to get on the end of it. 
 
On 18 minutes, the deadlock was broken as The Ravens took the lead. A flick-on from 
Billy Kee, after some nice build- up play, fell to Tendai Chitiza who kept his composure 
and fired past Staples to put the visitors ahead. 
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The pressure continued to 
mount as Coalville continued to 
look dangerous in attack and 
they almost doubled their lead 6 
minutes later. McGlinchey again 
causing problems and he struck 
the post with a low shot from 
just outside the box. 
 
As the first half wore on, 
Dunston looked a little bit more 
settled and started causing 
problems of their own. Just 

before the half- hour mark, some neat play involving Mouanda and Jenkins resulted in 
the ball falling to Phil Turnbull on the edge of the box, but his left - footed shot was a 
comfortable save down the throat of Paul White. 
 
After a similar attacking move just six minutes later, the ball once again fell to 
Turnbull outside the box, but once again White was able to keep the ball out of his net 
with another straightforward save.  
 
Into the second half, Dunston began very brightly and had two glorious chances early 
on to level the contest. First, on 47 minutes, the ball fell to Jake Jensen from 25 yards 
out and the midfielder connected with a sweetly struck volley only for the ball to go 
just wide. 
 
On 49 minutes, Fowler and Jenkins linked up with a nice one- two and the ball came 
back to Jenkins inside the box however, his attempt on goal sailed off target. 
The game was opening up, and Coalville came very close to doubling their lead on 51 
minutes. McGlinchey, who had been a menace all game down the left, broke away 
from Michael Pearson and cut inside on his right foot only to drag his effort just wide. 
 
On the hour- mark Coalville again came close to finding the back of the net on two 
occasions as Billy Kee and McGlinchey both fired attempts on goal off target. 
A sigh of relief echoed around The UTS Stadium on 65 minutes as Dunston finally 
managed to breakdown the Coalville defence to find the equaliser. Michael Fowler 
dropped the ball off to Jenkins on the edge of the box and the tricky midfielder shifted 
the ball onto his left foot and fired the ball past White. 
 
Unfortunately, the lead would last only two minutes. With too many men ahead of the 
ball for Dunston, Coalville managed to find a way through after pinching the ball in the 
middle of the park and Chambers was able to scoop the ball into the empty net after 
avoiding the onrushing Dan Staples. 
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On 81 minutes, The Ravens had a two- goal cushion. McGlinchey managed to find 
himself in space down the left- hand side and crossed low into the box where 
Chambers was to tap home for his second of the game and all but guarantee 
-ĆÀúıíúúÙ˫Ě ēúÀÎÙ íĀ ġëÙ ëÀġ æĆĖ ġëÙ ĀÙĳġ ĖĆĥĀÓː 
 
Dunston continued to scratch and claw as Craig Scott twisted inside the Coalville box 
before taking aim only for Paul White to pull off another save. 
¦úġíÿÀġÙúĴˋ íġ öĥĚġ ĲÀĚĀ˫ġ ÿÙÀĀġ ġĆ ÌÙ æĆĖ 2ĥĀĚġĆĀ ÀæġÙĖ À ıÀúíÀĀġ ēÙĖæĆĖÿÀĀÎÙ ÀĀÓ ĆĥĖ
FA Trophy run comes to an end.  
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ToÞÊōǌĭ Visitors | Bridlington town  
 

BEN CROSHER ˟  Goalkeeper 
Ben has been working with Ron (Goalkeeper coach) and both Rasmus and Hitch and 
has come in and impressed from day one. Ben will push Hitch all the way for the number 
1 shirt this season. Previous club Scunthorpe United. 

 
JAMES HITCHCOCK - Goalkeeper 
James has made over 350 appearances for the Seasiders, James has great 
distribution and excellent shot stopping could be a real asset for the Seasiders, 
Previous clubs include Scarborough Athletic, Hall Road Rangers and Goole FC. 

 
RASMUS KRIISA ˟ Goalkeeper 
Ras has shown he is a very good keeper in the pre- season fixtures, Ras moved to the 
UK from Estonia in 2018 and has played for Woodford Town and Haringey Borough 
respectively.  

 
JACK BULLESS - Defender 
Now in his fourth season with the club Jack is a strong defender with a great left foot 
was with Hull city academy for 10 years. 
 

BENN LEWIS -  Defender 
Right back with composure on the ball who reads the game well.  A player with good 
vision and passing ability that is always looking to get forward. Former clubs include 
Hull City, Hall Road Rangers and North Ferriby United 
 

MATTY PLUMBER ˟ Defender 
Club Captain Matty returned to the club after 10 years away at various clubs. A former 
Hull City professional, Plummer is a versatile defender who can play in the centre or as 
a right full back. He is an uncompromising defender who also has a scoring touch. A 
great addition to the squad. 

 
NOAH STOKES -  Defender 
Noah is comfortable in both central defence and midfield and has great technical ability 
and can distribute with both feet. Previous clubs include Mansfield Town, Curzon 
Ashton and Pontefract Collieries. 
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WILL SUTTON -  Defender 
Will operates at left- back and loves to get forward. Was part of the Winterton Rangers 
side that narrowly missed out on promotion last season and was also their committee 
player of the season. Already a popular signing with the supporters. 
 

HARRY WEBSTER -  Defender 
Harry is a strong physical central defender who is also comfortable at left back, Harry 
has also been a part of the successful Bishop Burton college squad that got to the 
national finals last season. 
 

MATT BROADLEY -  Midfielder  
Matty is a pacey midfielder with a good eye for goal, He joined the club from Thackley 
FC scoring a hat- trick on his debut v Worksop Town, Matty was recently selected to 
represent the England universities team. 
 

DANNY CLARKE ˟ Midfielder  
A Wembley winner in the FA Trophy with North Ferriby United, Danny brings experience 
to the dressing room having played the majority of his career in the National league and 
National league north. Danny's experience will also help develop players into the 
seasoned NPL players that we know they can be. 
 

LEWIS DENNISON -  Midfielder  
Denny is a great athlete with good delivery in wide areas can run all day long terrible 
banter previous clubs North Ferriby, Goole, Brigg, Scarborough and Gainsborough 
Trinity. 
 

MATTY DIXON -  Midfielder  
Matty joins the club after a brief stint with Grantham Town, a wealth of experience for 
ĚĆÿÙĆĀÙ ëíĚ ÀçÙ ÎÀēġÀíĀÙÓ Kĥúú -íġĴ˫Ě ĥĀÓÙĖ ʵʼĚː 
 

JACK GRIFFIN -  Midfielder  
Jack is a good communicator and is an aggressive midfielder with a great passing 
range, a good lad in the changing room as well previous clubs are Grimsby, Missouri 
University and Hall Road Rangers. 
 

ANDY NORFOLK-  Midfielder  
A popular player with the seaside faithful Andy is an aggressive footballer who has 
been known to play a number of positions Andy chips in with a fair share of goals and is 
not short of saying what he thinks usually at the forefront of any stitch ups in the 
changing room Previous clubs Rotherham United. 
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EDDIE ROGERSON ˟ Midfield 
Eddie is a creative midfielder that brings so much to the middle of the park. Previous 
clubs include North Ferriby, Barton Town. 
 

WILL TAYLOR -  Defensive Midfielder 
Will Joins the club from Pickering Town, Will can play at centre midfield or full back. 
Previous clubs include North Ferriby, Gainsborough Trinity and Hull City. 
 

JACK YATES -  Midfielder  
Jack recently relocated to the area and played down south last season for Woodford 
Town, Jack can operate anywhere in midfield or a front three and has come in instantly 
with the passion to impress. 
 

ALI AYDEMIR ˟ Forward  
Ali possesses blistering pace and loves to run at defenders, already popular with the 
Town faithful. Previous clubs include East Hull, Goole FC and Grantham Town. 
 

CAM CONNELLY ˟ Forward  
Cam was invited to join up with the first team squad after an impressive display whilst 
playing for the Bridlington Town Rovers team. Cam is a strong pacey forward, definitely 
one to keep an eye on. 
 

JAKE MARTINDALE ˟ Forward  
A natural number 9 that offers us something different in the final in the final third. Jake 
has experience in the Northern league with both North Ferriby and Brighouse Town 
also played for Whitley Bay and Washington FC whilst at Newcastle University. 

 
JOE NORTON ˟ Forward  
Joe is an exciting energetic ĀĥÿÌÙĖ ʽ Ĳíġë çĖÙÀġ ĕĥÀúíġĴ íĀ ġëÙ ĆēēĆĚíġíĆĀ˫Ě ÀĖÙÀˋ ĚíçĀÙÓ
from Beverley Town. 

 
Key Man ǃ Ali Aydemir 
With 6 goals already to his name this season, Aydemir clearly has his confidence up in 
front of goal. Despite not being on the scoresheet since the middle of September, the 
pace he possesses and drive to take on defenders will always cause problems. The 
Dunston backline must be wary of the threat he poses, especially on the break. 
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Club Profile | BRIDLINGTON Town 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founded:  1918 as Bridlington 

Central United (reformed as 

Bridlington Town 1920) 

 

Nickname(s):  The Seasiders/ 

Brid  

 

Ground:  Queensgate 

 

Capacity:  3000 (740 seated)  

 

Chairman:  Peter 

Smurthwaite  

 

Manager:  Mike Thompson 

 

2021/22 League Position:  

 

Club Colours:  Red 

 

Notable Honours:  

 F.A. Vase Winners 1993; 

F.A. Vase Runners- Up 1990; 

ERCFA Senior Cup Winners 

1921, 22, 23, 31, 53, 57, 61, 65, 

67, 70, 72, 89, 93, 2005, 2012, 

2015, 2016, 2017 

NCEL Premier Division 

Champions 1990, 2003, 2010 
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Club History| Bridlington Town 
Bridlington Town AFC was formed in their own right on 11th June 1920. They recruited players from the 
disbanded Bridlington Discharged Sailors and Soldiers Football Club and formed a second team from 
The Bridlington Grammar School Old Boys. The first team were entered into the 1st division of the East 
Riding County League. In their first season Bridlington Town AFC won the East Riding Senior Cup 2- 1 
vs. Gilberdyke and reached fifth place in the League. Town went on to win the East Riding Cup the 
following 2 seasons and won the 1st Division title on three consecutive seasons in 1921- 22, 1922- 23 
and 1923- 24. 
 
At the end of the 1924- 25 season Bridlington Town were admitted to the Yorkshire League. After the 
First World War a group of school leavers, anxious to continue their enjoyment of football, decided to 
form their own club, which they named Bridlington Centrals. At first they competed in the Driffield & 
District Minor League and in due course they had to move up to the Driffield & District League. 
Eventually, they found themselves in the East Riding Amateur League where they enjoyed a fair 
amount of success which was climaxed by five consecutive championships in the fifties. In the same 
period Centrals also carried off the East Riding Senior Cup on two occasions and this success 
encouraged them to join the Yorkshire League in 1959 under the changed name of Bridlington Town. 
 
The club immediately finished runners- up in Division Two and qualified for promotion to the First 
Division. They also reached the first round proper of the F.A.Cup for the first time where they lost to 
the then mighty Bishop Auckland.  
 
In 1967 Bridlington dominated the Yorkshire League but Town had to settle for second best to 
Bridlington Trinity . In 1982 the Northern Counties (East) League emerged and Bridlington Town were 
originally placed in Division One North, but were elevated to the Premier Division in 1986 following the 
resignation of a number of clubs to join the Northern Premier League.  
 
In the season of 1989/90. town 
were final ists at Wembley for 
the first time in the F.A. Vase, 
in front of a crowd of 7,932, the 
game finishing 0 -  0, the only 
ever Wembley final to be 
goalless, with Yeading 
winning the replay 1 -  0 at 
Elland Road 9 days later.  
 
Ken Richardson had joined 
the club in this period as 
President and was 
instrumental in assisting the 
club with the necessary 
finance to develop the ground 
by building a new stand, 
clubhouse, turnstiles and 
floodlights.  
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Town were now regarded as one of the strongest teams in non- league football and reached Wembley 
again in 1993, this time in front of a slightly bigger crowd of 9,061, and returned the victors with a 1- 0 
win over Tiverton Town, thanks to a goal from Alan Radford. Town also won the Northern Premier 
(Unibond) League First division. Due to legal wrangles the team moved to play their home games at 
Doncaster Rovers ground and then folded, leaving Queensgate with no football during 1993 -  94.  
 
Following the disbanding, an ambitious local 'PUB' side, The Greyhound, were inspired to make an 
approach to the lease- holders with a view to making the Queensgate ground the base for their team. 
A deal was struck with the condition that the club change their name to Bridlington Town AFC.  
The new era began an 10 September 1994 when the new Bridlington Town AFC took to the field for their 
first league game against Viking Panthers in the Driffield and District League Premier Division in front 
of 200 spectators.  
 
Steady Progression saw the club join the East Riding County League Division One, and over the next 
three seasons in the club continued to improve and made application to the Northern Counties East 
League. A fifth place finish in that first season back in the NCEL was creditable, but during the 
Christmas period of 2000, Bowman was replaced by Billy Heath as manager. 
 
Towns 3rd season back in the NCEL saw an 18 game unbeaten run lift Town to finish Division One 
Runners Up and gained promotion to the Premier Division. The 2002 -  2003 season started with a 
continuation of the good form and 14 straight wins in all competitions. Town also reached the 4th 
Qualifying round of the FA Cup, losing away at Conference side Southport, and the 1/4 final of the Vase, 
losing away at League rivals and eventual winners Brigg Town.  
 
Another incredible run of league form saw Town lose only one of the last 26 games and the Club 
finished as Champions with a fantastic 20- point winning margin to gain promotion to the Unibond 
League for 2003 ˟  2004. To ensure promotion, Gary Wilkinson of Wilkinson Caravans, the main 
sponsor, also secured the purchase of Bridlington Town AFC Ltd from the former owners thus 
ensuring the future of the club.  
 
Following promotion to the Unibond premier division, Gary Wilkinson was unable to continue with the 
club any longer due to financial constraints, and Pete Smurthwaite, of PBS Construction, bought the 
club. Town were relegated back to the Northern counties east league but the 2008/09 season saw the 
management team of Tim Hotte and Gary Allanson as joint Managers gain the club a 4th placed finish.  
With Gary Allanson and his new assistant Phil Harrison, the club went on to win the league by 11 points. 
 
The 2010/11 season saw Town in the race to retain their title but just fell short losing out to Farsley with 
Parkgate being runners up. Allanson decided to leave the club at the end of the season, but his return 
in 2013/14 delighted fans as he guided the club to a stable mid table finish in the Northern Counties 
East. 
 
The  ever improving Seasiders managed a 5th place finish in the NCEL in 2015/16, but the following 
season saw Allanson leave the club due to personal reasons, and Chairman Peter Smurthwaite acted 
swiftly by appointing former professional footballer Curtis Woodhouse as manager.  
 
 



 

 25 

 
 
In the 2017/18 season, Woodhouse had to rebuild the squad, and in doing so local lad Jake Day scored 
48 goals and finished the top scorer in the NCEL Premier division. The following season saw  
Woodhouse step down as manager with immediate effect and Brett Agnew and Anthony Bowsley 
stepped in as caretaker managers to give some stability. Brett and Anthony were soon given the role 
as the full time Management team and it turned out to be a successful decision finishing third in the 
NCEL, 
 
2020/21 saw Bridlington move into the Northern Premier League East Division, and with just a few 
months of the season to go Manager Brett Agnew announced he would be leaving the club at the end 
of the season. Bridlington were in a relegation battle that went down to the last match of the season. 
ZÙĲíĚ 2ÙĀĀíĚĆĀ˫Ě ʽʴġë ÿíĀĥġÙ ēÙĀÀúġĴ ÀçÀíĀĚġ 2ĥĀĚġĆĀ E- ĲÀĚ ġëÙ ÎĖĥÎíÀú çĆÀú ġëÀġ çÀıÙ ġĆĲĀ ġëÙ
three points needed to stay up. 
 



 

 26 

  

https://andysmanclub.co.uk/find-your-nearest-group/
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Dunston FC Proudly sponsored by UTs engineering limited 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.uts-ltd.com/
http://www.heatcel.co.uk/
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