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WELCOME! 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this afternoon for only 

the second Pre-Season Friendly since our enforced absence after 17th October 2020! 

 Our visitors today for our second warm-up match are our esteemed ex-Northern League rivals and good friends 

MORPETH TOWN AFC who now ply their trade in the Premier Division of the NPL. They will provide another really 

stern examination of our credentials after the visit of Gateshead FC in mid-week. The Dunston UTS squad put in a very 

creditable performance against their full-time opponents who were playing their third pre-season game and were 

obviously a bit further on in their fitness and preparation for the new season. Dunston’s Team Manager Chris Swailes 

and Assistant Jon McDonald were a little dis-appointed with the 1-2 defeat but took a lot of encouragement from the 

level of performance produced by the slightly depleted squad.  

Morpeth Town AFC, under the wonderful guidance of Chairman Ken Beattie, have been a shining example of Non-

League success since he rescued them from the brink of extinction little more than a decade ago. Their Stadium is a joy 

to behold, being a credit to all concerned. They are well prepared for further success and under the control of Manager 

Stephen Turnbull and Assistant Craig Lynch they have assembled a Playing Squad that is the equal of any in their 

Division.        

 We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this after-noon, Referee Alex Clark from Chester-le-Street and 

his Assistant Referees Steve Beresford from Hebburn and Jack Arrowsmith from Stockton. We are most grateful to 

them for taking the game. 

Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Regulations. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure the safety of 

everyone. 

Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to the UTS Stadium this 

afternoon. If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any 

Management Committee Member. Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, Concessions and 

Sponsorship Opportunities can be obtained from any Club Official, at the Club Office or by visiting: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

 

     

Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

 

                                   The Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship


 

ENTRY to GROUND 

TRACK and TRACE will be in operation - it would help if spectators could download the NHS Covid19 app on 

to their phone as posters will be available from which to download your details via the app direct to NHS. 

The app can be downloaded on to your phone via instructions from covid19.nhs.uk/help-downloading 

Manual recording will also take place. 

The app can be downloaded to your phone by visiting: 

https://covid19.nhs.uk/ 

The Clubs latest Covid-19 risk assessment document is available: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/covid-19-risk-assessment-june-2021/205.pdf 

All Spectators, officials etc MUST wear a face mask.  

Gates at both the Clubhouse End and Car Park End will be open 

 

ENTRY to BAR 

As you will have been registered for Track and Trace on entry to the ground there will be no need to 

register in the bar. Face masks should be worn in the bar when not drinking. Numbers allowed in the bar 

are limited but you are able to drink outside using plastic glasses. Purchase of drinks will be via table 

service only from both inside the bar and outside the bar. 

When entering the ground from the bar you must use the pay gate and display your entry ticket. 

Attendance information. 

Under current guidelines the maximum attendance allowed for today’s game is 650.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://covid19.nhs.uk/
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/covid-19-risk-assessment-june-2021/205.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

http://www.firstmortgage.co.uk


 

 



Dunston Football Club History 

The club first saw the light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit when former Chairman, John Thompson, with 

some of his colleagues at HMSO on the Team Valley Trading Estate, decided to form a football team. The club joined 

the Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, Longbenton. 

 

Early success inspired the club to progress and a piece of land was leased from Gateshead M.B.C. and the committee 

began to develop what is now the UTS Stadium. 

 

The club were now gaining much success in the Northern Combination and with aspirations to progress further they 

approached the Federation Brewery to become the club’s main sponsor. With the Federation Brewery as their main 

sponsor the club joined the Wearside League in 1987 and after another period of success the club felt a need to seek 

new opportunities and an application was made to join the prestigious Northern League. The club had now realised 

one of its main ambitions and entered the National Pyramid of Non-League Football. In its second season in the 

Northern League the club won the Second Division and was promoted to the First Division. 

Since joining the Northern League the club has won the Second Division, been First Division Champions twice, 

League Cup winners on five occasions and JR Cleator Cup winners on five occasions. Included in these successes 

were back to back First Division title winners and League Cup winners in seasons 2003/2004 and 2004/2005.  A 

magnificent achievement. 

Season 2007/2008 had seen the club lose the word Brewery from its name as sadly it lost the main sponsor. After a 

period of 18 years of continuous sponsorship the Federation Brewery was taken over by Scottish and Newcastle 

Breweries who continued to sponsor the club for a further two seasons and after a period of twenty years the club 

had lost its main sponsor and had no association with a brewery. In our hour of need two new companies became 

involved with the club to partially compensate for the loss of our main sponsor.   

Dunston Van and Truck Centre became our home shirt sponsor and Astley Signs became our away shirt sponsor. 

Both companies are still with us at the present time. Season 2008/2009 a company, UTS Engineering (Utility 

Technology Services), became involved by sponsoring the player’s travel and training kit and during the close season 

of 2009/2010 they kindly agreed to become the club’s principal sponsor. 

The club name was changed from Dunston Federation F.C. to Dunston UTS F.C, the name of the ground was changed 

to the UTS Stadium and company owner, Mr. Shaun Sadler became Club President. 

On the 2nd April 2016 Dunston UTS celebrated their 1000th Northern League game. Prior to kick off on behalf of the 

club Malcolm James received an engraved plate from Northern League President George Courtney. 

Building on the new-found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following season with a great run 

in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record 

crowd of 2,525 at the UTS Stadium. 

 

The Club finished the 2018/2019 season as convincing Champions of the Northern League First Division, seventeen 

points ahead of their nearest rivals. Promotion ensued to the Northern Premier N/West Division but FA Regulations 

dictated that the Club Playing Name must not include any reference to a sponsor so the “UTS” was reluctantly 

dropped from the Club title before the new season. 

Over the years the club has always recognised that success on the field must be coupled with success and hard work 

off the field and the efforts of the people behind the scenes at the UTS Stadium has ensured that the stadium is a 

credit to the club. Many of the committee of the club have been involved since it was founded in 1975, some as 

former players and some as management on the playing side. 

 

It is a tribute to their commitment and hard work that the club has become one of the most successful in the North 

East. 
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Dunston UTS FC would like to offer their sincere thanks to the following Honorary Vice 

Presidents and Companies for their valued support. 

 Mr. John Adamson - Lancastrian Banqueting & Conference Centre. 

Mr. Dave Cummings - Dunston Van & Truck Centre. 

Mr. David Foggin - Spencer House Construction. 

Mr. Dave Forrester - Astley Signs. 

Mr. Paul Hogg - Murray Hogg. 

Mr. Alan Bell - Gateshead Bearings. 

Mr. Kevin Hodgson - Brown and Hood. 

Mr. Paul King - Heating Components. 

Mr. Martin Rankin - M. Rankin Funeral Director. 

Mr. Craig Firth – Quora Gruop. 

Mr. Ben Riley - First Mortgage N.E. 

Mr. Tom Newton - TMP Motor Products. 

Mr. John Smart - Smart Highway Solutions. 

 

Club Officials 

Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague. 
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin. 

Press Officer - Mr. William. Montague 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee - Mr Billy Irwin, Mr Tony Cleugh and Mr Danny Whalen. 
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague. 
Official Club photographer and videographer - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell 
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson and Mrs Helen Rocks. 

Covid Officer - Mr. Graham Heslop. 

Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Fred Foulis, Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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Dunston FC Honours 
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Friendly – Dunston UTS vs Gateshead FC 

Tuesday 13th July 2021 Kick-off: 7.30pm 

Referee: Jonny Urwin 

Attendance: 464 

Half-time: Dunston 1-1 Gateshead 

Full-time: Dunston 1-2 Gateshead 

Dunston UTS FC welcomed near neighbours Gateshead FC to the UTS Stadium for their opening game of pre-
season. 

Going into the game “The Heed” were already 2 games into pre-season, with 2 wins from 2 against Hebburn 
Town and Billingham Town respectively, whilst the hosts start to pre-season had been delayed due to 
Sunderland RCA having to withdraw from last Saturdays planned opener. With the exciting signings Phil 
Turnbull and Craig Baxter, along with the addition of forward Lee Mason, there is a belief amongst many this 
season that should see Dunston pushing for promotion.  

With all three making their debuts, along with a few trialists, Dunston put on a good performance in front of a 
crowd of 464, however it would be the visitors who’d leave with the win. 

Former Dunston man Cedwyn Scott opened the scoring for Gateshead on 16 minutes, drilling his shot low past 
Connell from inside the box. 

Dunston levelled 4 minutes later through trialist, a sweetly caught volley at the back post, from a superb Luke 
Porritt delivery, lashed beyond the reach of Gateshead keeper Adam Cameron. 

Dunston‘s defence had looked composed and organised throughout the first half, limiting Gateshead to a few 
half chances. With the scores level at half-time, the visitors opted to make several changes. Substitute Ed 
Thomas putting Gateshead ahead on 67, intercepting a loose ball to slot past Connell. 

Michael Hall prevented Gateshead from extending their lead moments later, his strength and intelligent 
reading of the threat used to great effect as a Gateshead forward bore down on goal. 

The hosts had the better opportunities of the last 10 minutes, Luke Porritt creating a fine chance playing Ryan 
Leonard in only for him to drag the chance to equalise narrowly wide of the post 

That chance seemed to spur Dunston on, a corner moments later delivered in by Porritt,  saw Galbraith rising 
supremely above the Gateshead defence, only to see his powerfully headed effort cannon against the crossbar. 

Speaking Chris Swailes after the game “I had a few missing tonight, but performance wise I thought we created 
some good chances to get something from the game” he continued “Gateshead are a full-time side, and 
obviously they’ve had a few games already, but I wanted to start the season off with a win, friendly or not, it all 
comes down to winning games”. 

Match day photography courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 

Available to view 

 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/183143474@N02/sets/72157719538739448/ 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/phil-turnbull/926131
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/phil-turnbull/926131
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/craig-baxter/926130
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/lee-mason/926132
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/luke-porritt/926587
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/luke-porritt/926587
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/michael-hall/790500
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/luke-porritt/926587
https://www.flickr.com/photos/183143474@N02/sets/72157719538739448/


Transfer news - Luke Porritt joins Dunston UTS FC. 

Chris Swailes continues to add quality ahead of the coming season 

Chris Swailes has yet again added further quality to his side ahead of the 2021/22 season with the signing of 25 
year old midfielder Luke Porritt. 

 

Having recently moved to the North East and trained with the club during pre-season, Swaz has wasted no time 
in securing Porritt's signature following an impressive display against Gateshead FC on Tuesday night. 

Up until last season, Porritt had been with Northern Premier League side Scarborough Athletic, although his 
time there had been hampered by injury, he was highly thought of by Supporter's. Previous to that he had been 
with Hyde United, where again, his attitude and ability had earned him the respect and admiration of those at 
the Club.  Starting out as a youngster at Guiseley, he has had loan spells with Frickley and Ossett Albion. 

Dunston UTS FC Manager Chris Swalies had this to say on his latest signing: "Luke's a quality player and has 
played at a higher level. He's a real threat, he's direct, uses the ball well and can play in all positions across the 
front".  

With Assistant Manager Jon McDonald adding  “Luke has a good pedigree, having played higher up the pyramid 
for a number of clubs. He’s shown a great attitude and energy during pre-season already, and he will be an 
excellent asset to an already strong squad of players here at the club. We are delighted he’s chosen to sign for 
Dunston UTS FC”. 

Speaking to the player himself "I’m actually delighted to have finally signed, after the 11 months I’ve had with 
an injury especially". He continued "I’m also excited because of the quality in the changing room as I’ve played 
against a couple of players in the past and everyone at training has looked quality". 

The signing of Luke Porritt, along with Phil Turnbull, Craig Baxter and Lee Mason is a sign of exciting times to 
come this season at The UTS Stadium. 
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DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2021 / 2022 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. 

A key member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an 

amazing eight seasons with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several 

successful campaigns before going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

 
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell 

with the Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He 

brings a wealth of experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Luke and Ken Fitzpatrick 
 
 
CALLUM ELLIOTT (Defender)   Callum has tremendous potential to carve out a great career after 

coming to Dunston at the start of the 2017-18 season from Spennymoor Town. He gained some 

valuable experience at Huddersfield Town before his release. 

Home sponsor - Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - Beauty Time Photography 
Training kit sponsor – ROAR Pet Supplies 
 
 
MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 

2017-18 season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender 

brings experience and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 
 
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston 
from Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last 
season and was nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The 
Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. 
Home shirt - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
Training kit - Christina Shell. 
 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle 

Benfield in October 2018. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having 

previously enjoyed two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town. Voted Managers Player 

of the season 2019/20 Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 
 



DANIEL HALLIDAY (Defender)   Strong defender in his sixth season with the Club, Dan has 

established himself as an integral part of the team and captained the club during the Northern 

League title winning season of 2018/19. He is a product of the excellent Gateshead Academy and 

since gone on to make over 100 appearances for Dunston. 

Home sponsor – Mr Pat McElhone 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
Training kit sponsor – Urban Flower Rooms 
 

 
 

 
TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 

season after a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key 

member of the Dunston UTS team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining 

Darlington to further his playing career. “Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team 

and played over 250 games for them, scoring around sixty goals in the process. 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
 

LOUIS PERRAL (Defender) Gibraltar Under-19 International Louis Parral, 18, joined Chris Swailes’ 

side in October 2020 having recently moved to Newcastle, where he is currently studying a 

degree in Media and Journalism at Northumbria University. Previously with Gibraltar National 

League side Lions Gibraltar FC and spent part of last season on-loan to Europa Point FC. 

Home sponsor – In memory of Gordon Graves 
Away sponsor - Mr Bob Boustead 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 
 
Craig Baxter (Defender) Described as rock solid at the back and strong going forward, Baxter’s 
signing is somewhat of a major coup for Dunston UTS FC. 
The 34 year old right back comes with of a wealth of experience, having playing higher up in 
leagues and has a proven track record of success. He was a key player for South Shields over a 
five season spell, making 188 appearances before joining Dunston UTS FC for the start of the 
2021/22 season  
Having started his football career with Newcastle United Baxter would spend 9 years with 
Gateshead FC as the club moved up the pyramid. 

Home sponsor - David 
Away sponsor - Mr Paul Hardy 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. 

Re-joined the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work 

commitment problems that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the 

Dunston team that lifted the Northern League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Training kit sponsor –Mr Dave Boldon 
 

 
 
 



URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A 
product of the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and 
Kilmarnock. He made a positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and 
much is expected from him in the coming season. 
 
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 
 
 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from 

Consett AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael 

is a very popular member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 
 

 

Phil Turnbull (Midfielder) Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the vastly experienced and 

talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium for the start of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing 

with either foot and is described as fiercely competitive player.  

Having started out at Hartlepool United before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth 

Spartans and Gateshead,  a permanent move to Gateshead in 2008 seen him play over 300 

games for the Tynesider’s. In a 7 season spell, which included two successive promotions, the 

club eventually moved up to The National  League and he became a firm favourite at The 

International Stadium before moving to Darlington in 2015 where he would gain promotion to The National League 

North in his first season. 

Home sponsor - Margaret 
Away sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at 

Hebburn Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United Academy then 

Consett AFC before moving to Dunston. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 
 
 

 
LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint 
at the Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who 
has finally fully recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against 
Gateshead in October 2018. 
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 
 
 



 
MECHACK KANDA (Forward)   Recent acquisition from Newcastle Benfield, Mechack is an honest 
player who gives everything for the team. Manager Chris Swailes was delighted to sign him prior 
the start of the season having already coached him as a member of the Gateshead College side 
that won the National Cup. Previously with Gateshead FC and South Shields FC. 
Home sponsor – Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - GPS Gateshead Property Services 
Training kit sponsor – Impact Bathrooms 
 

SCOTT HESLOP (Forward)   Hard-working forward who joined Dunston ahead of the 2016-17 

season from Chester-le-Street Town where he was a prolific goal-scorer. Scott ended up as 

Dunston’s top-scorer in his debut season at the UTS Stadium. He was voted Player of the Year as 

well Committee Player of The season and Players Player of the season in 2019-20. 

Home sponsor – Mr Ian McPherson 
Away sponsor - Mr Jack Hunter 
Training kit sponsor – PK Motors North East LTD 
 

MARK FITZPATRICK (Forward)   Prolific goal-scorer who came to Dunston UTS from neighbours 

Whickham FC at the start of the 2017-18 season. Top-scorer in his first three seasons and 

Northern League top-scorer and League Player of the Year in the 2018-19 season. Mark is a 

grafter for the team and has previous playing experience at Whickham AFC, Tow Law Town and 

Ryton & Crawcrook Albion. 

Home sponsor - TMP Motor Products 
Away sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Impact Bathrooms 

 
Lee Mason (Forward) Joining Dunston UTS FC from South Shields in May of 2021, Lee Mason brings with him a 
wealth of experience. The forward had been on the radar of Dunston Manager Chris Swailes for some time and 
became the club’s third major signing ahead of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing anywhere across the front 
line, he has great strength on the ball, scores goals, provides assists and he rarely gives the ball away. 
 
Home shirt sponsor - Jack Hunter 
Away shirt - Available for sponsor 
Training kit - Available for sponsor 
 
Luke Porritt – (Midfield) Porritt became Chris Swailes fourth signing of the 2021/22 season having previously played 
for Northern Premier League side Scarborough Athletic, before moving to the North East. Prior to that he had been 
with Hyde United and had started out as a youngster at Guiseley. He has had loan spells with Frickley and Ossett 
Albion and come with a solid pedigree of playing at a higher level. 
 
Home shirt sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Away shirt - Available for sponsor 
Training kit - Available for sponsor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Dunston UTS FC Management 
 

CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead and 
Blyth Spartans before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted the FA 
Vase in 2012. He then moved on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to more Wembley 
success, scoring in the outstanding Wembley Final victory over the much fancied Hereford 
Football Club. 
 

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

 

JON MCDONALD (Assistant Manager) 

A Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in early March of 2021 from Northern 

Premier League side Morpeth Town, where he had held the equivalent position for three 

seasons. During his second spell at Craik Park, he had been part of two successive promotions 

with “The Highwaymen” and a Northumberland Senior Cup victory in the 2018/19 season.He 

brings with him a wealth of experience and knowledge, he holds a UEFA B coaching license and 

is currently undertaking his UEFA A license. 

He has previously managed Blyth AFC, guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 

season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and North Shields in The Northern League. 

Sponsored by: Mr Malcolm James. 

IAN MURRAY (Physio) the Club was delighted to welcome back Ian for the start of the 2020/21 

season after one season’s absence due to business constraints. He is a top-notch Therapist who 

brings great expertise to this most vital position in the Club. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

 

 

 

BEN SHERWOOD (Coach) Ben joined Dunston UTS FC in July 2018 to keep a close eye on our 

goalkeepers and is also very keen to get involved on the fitness and dietary requirements of 

the whole squad. He studied at Teesside University and holds a BSc and MSc in Sport and 

Exercise Science. He is also FA Level 2 qualified in both GK and Outfield whilst holding FA Youth 

Modules 1&2. 

Sponsored by – Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

 

For all player kit sponsorship enquiries email dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk 

For full details of available sponsorship packages visit http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

 

mailto:dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship
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Morpeth Town AFC - Player profiles 

 
Dan Lowson - An experienced keeper in the NPL, Dan has featured for Spennymoor Town most recently, with stints 

at Blyth Spartans, Alfreton and Luton Town among others. After six games spent on loan at Craik Park, he signed 

permanently during the summer of 2018/19. 

Jeff Henderson - A warrior of a centre-back, Henderson’s most successful time came when winning league and cup 

glory at Sligo Rovers. He also played in the Europa League and Champions League while in Ireland before returning to 

his native North East. He joined Town from Stobswood, where he had been regaining his fitness following injury. 

Stephen Forster - Stephen is an electric full-back, who has made the transition from winger to defender during the 

course of the 2015-16 season. He has been one of the clubs most consistent performers. 

Michael Turner - Michael signed for the Highwaymen and has gone from strength to strength, making over 100 

appearances for the club. He is a solid, no-nonsense defender who likes to get forward. His aerial presence is a 

handy feature for a left-back. 

Chris Reid - Chris signed for the club from Whitley Bay during the 2015-16 season, and has proved to be an 

influential member of the squad. He made over 200 appearances for the four-time FA Vase winners, and has 

excelled at Craik Park. 

Callum Williams - Signing in November 2019, Callum has enjoyed a strong start to his Morpeth career. Williams 

came through the Newcastle United Academy before moving to the Moors. 

Ryan Hutchinson -Ryan joined the club in January 2020 from Blyth Spartans. Hutchinson has already had a spell 

earlier in his career with the Highwaymen. 

Liam Noble - Noble made the switch from Hartlepool over in October 2019. A player with football league experience, 

Nobsa came through the ranks at Sunderland before joining Carlisle United. He has also featured for Forest Green 

Rovers and Notts County. 

Connor Oliver - Joining the club in August 2020, Oliver penned a deal after leaving Gateshead. Another player with 

experience in the football league with Blackpool and Morecambe. Connor has also played at near neighbours Blyth 

Spartans. 

Ben Sayer - Ben joined the club during the 2014-15 season, and is a hard-working player with a superb range of 

passing. He has a huge creative influence on the side and was named Northern League Player of the Year in 2017. 

Wayne Phillips - Wayne signed for the club from South Shields, where he won four trophies, including the FA Vase at 

Wembley Stadium. He is a vastly experienced winger, who has also won the Vase with Spennymoor Town. Hard-

working and keen to press, Phillips was given the captain’s armband in the 2019/20 season 

Joe Walton - Joe, who won the FA Vase with Spennymoor Town, joined from Washington and the winger has vast 

experience in the Northern League. He can play in various positions but will best be remembered nationally for a 

sensational goal against Marske United which went viral. 

Andrew Johnson - Joining the club in the summer of 2020, Johnson signed after leaving Spennymoor Town. 

Previously at Ashington before the Moors. 

Sam Hodgson - A versatile member of the squad, Sam signed for The Highwaymen from Shildon in the summer of 

2018. Able to play across the back four, he also provides a calm and composed figure in the centre of midfield. 

Jack Foalle Jack only made the switch to the Highwaymen in October 2018 but has hit the ground running. Following 

a run of 17 goals in 15 games at Whitley Bay, ambitious Jack made the move to Craik Park and duly scored a 

sensational first goal for the club on his home debut. Quick, energetic and enthusiastic, Foalle is a real threat up top. 

 

 



Liam Henderson - Liam is a prolific centre-forward who signed for the club from Spennymoor Town. He has finished 

as the club’s top-scorer for the last two seasons and will, no doubt, be up there challenging for the league’s golden 

boot again, with his robust style of play a constant thorn in the side of opponents. 

 

Carl Finnigan - Carl joined the club in December 2019 from Whickham. Having come through the academy at 

Newcastle United, Finnigan has played professional football in Botswana, Scotland and South Africa. 

 

Stephen Turnbull – Manager.  

Stephen takes on his first role in management at Craik Park, replacing Nick Gray in the summer of 2020. With 

experience working on the coaching staff at Town, the former Hartlepool United and Blyth Spartans midfielder will 

be looking to make a significant impact at the Highwaymen. 

Craig Lynch - Assistant Manager.  

Craig previously managed Seaham Red Star before leaving the club during the previous campaign. His playing career 

took him to Sunderland, Rochdale, Hartlepool, Spennymoor Town and Blyth Spartans. 

Dale Walker - Goalkeeper Coach 

The goalkeeping coach has enjoyed successful times at Blyth AFC – where the team won the league title – before he 

joined the Highwaymen and helped them to a league and cup double last season. Formerly of Aldershot Town and 

Newcastle United. 

 

Steven Shaw - Sports Therapist.  

Steven returned to the club in 2016, bringing a wealth of experience after time at Middlesbrough and Berwick 

Rangers, alongside 10 years in the Northern League. 

Oscar Peverley - Sports Therapist.  

Peverley joined the sports therapy side of the squad during the 2019/20 season, to assist Steven Shaw in the 

rehabilitation of the Morpeth Town squad. 

Andrew Oliver – Kitman. 

 Olly is a well-liked character at the club and is highly thought of by everyone. He is thoroughly a part of the Morpeth 

dressing room and excels at the job in hand. He is well-respected among his fellow peers, players and also fans alike. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Club History 



Morpeth Town Football Club was established in 1894, and through more than a century of football have continued 
the tradition of carrying Amber and Black as their team colours. 

The club was formed after an amalgamation between Morpeth United and Morpeth FC, playing at Stobhill Cricket 
Field. 

In 1954 the club moved to Storey Park, and in the 1980’s enjoyed a successful time in the Northern Alliance, winning 
the title and finishing runners-up on two other occasions, as well as lifting both the Challenge Cup and Benevolent 
Bowl in 1986. 

The club spent half a century in the Northern Football Alliance before stepping up to the Northern League on their 
one hundredth anniversary, winning the Division Two title in their first season and finishing sixth in Division One and 
Northumberland Senior Cup runners-up in their second. In 1998-99 they made it to the final qualifying round of the 
FA Cup, losing 1-0 at home to Nigel Clough’s Burton Albion. 

The club moved to a purpose built stadium in 1994, which co-incided with a League and Cup double, and with it, 
promotion to the Northern League. Craik Park was named after the father and son W and R Craik who had served as 
secretary between 1920 and 1985. Current President Ken Beattie was the man behind the stadium and since 1992 
he has revived the club’s fortunes. 

Membership of the Northern League followed in 1994/95 and the following year saw the Second Division 
Championship being presented to Morpeth. The club finished 6th in the First Division at the first time of asking, as 
well as reaching the final of the Northumberland Senior Cup. 

After sitting comfortably mid-table between 1996/7 and 1999/2000, Morpeth narrowly avoided relegation on goal 
difference in the 2000/01 season, and finished once again one spot above the relegation zone in 2001/02. 

The next few years saw Morpeth Town move back into the middle of the table before a 6th place finish in 2005/06, 
Morpeth’s equal top performance in the Northern League. 

In 2006/07 Morpeth won the Northumberland Senior Cup for the first time since 1886 (as Morpeth Harriers) with a 
3-2 victory over Blyth Spartans. 

Disaster struck in 2009/10 as Morpeth Town were relegated to the second division and things got even worse a 
season later as Morpeth Town finished bottom of the Northern League’s second tier. 

The club was in dire straits with President Ken Beattie and Chairman Jim Smith trying their best to keep the club 
running by bringing the ground up to Northern League standards whilst being forced to ground share with local rivals 
Bedlington Terriers. The club was within weeks of folding at one point. 

The Highwaymen began their revival in 2011/12 under the stewardship of Nick Gray who moved to the club from 
Seaton Delaval and brought a number of players. In his first season Morpeth narrowly avoided promotion back to 
the top tier, finishing fourth and a one point won fourteen consecutive home games. 

2012/13 saw the side improve once more, finishing one place higher in third position, beating out Jarrow Roofing on 
goal difference to earn promotion. 

After earning promotion Morpeth Town managed to avoid the drop quite comfortably finishing in 17th place. During 
the season they also went on a historic FA Vase run to the Quarter-Final stage. 

In 2014/15 saw further improvement, with the Highwaymen finishing 8th in the table and reaching the 
Northumberland Senior Cup Final. 



  

 

 

http://www.roarpetsupplies.co.uk
http://www.urbanflowerrooms.co.uk


 

http://www.mccreadypage.co.uk
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David and Marc Foggin 
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Match day photography courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/beautytimephotography/


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lmauto.co.uk
http://www.gatesheadbearings.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://quora-group.com/
http://www.uts-ltd.com


 

https://www.callertonkitchens.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uts-ltd.com/
https://www.thenpl.co.uk/

