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WELCOME! 

 We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this evening 
for our fourth Pre-Season Friendly in what has already been a bit of a stop-start lead up to the new season! 
Due to several minor injuries and the need to self-isolate for quite a few of the Dunston playing squad, there 
has been a need to field under-strength sides in the previous three games. Let’s hope that things improve in 
time for our NPL opener when we travel to Brighouse Town on Saturday 14th August. 
 
Our opponents this evening are MIDDLESBROUGH FC U23’s who have been kind enough to come to the UTS 
Stadium for their customary annual visit. The young professionals will provide a stern test and their skills and 
speed will, as usual, give us some measure of the fitness that our pre-season training has provided. Among 
their number may be the extremely promising midfielder Isaac Fletcher, the son of the much loved and 
respected ex-Dunston hero Andrew Fletcher. 
Prolific goalscorer Andy and his dad “Daddy Fletch” have been very welcome visitors at Dunston matches 
over the years. By all accounts, Isaac is expected to achieve great things in the professional game. We wish 
him and all of the other budding stars at Middlesbrough FC the very best of luck in their careers.       
 
We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this evening, Referee Marc Edwards and his Assistant 
Referees Mark Bell and Ryan Moore. We are most grateful to them for taking the game. 
Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Guidance. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure the 
safety of everyone. 

Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to the UTS Stadium 

this afternoon. If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate 

to contact any Management Committee Member. Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club 

Merchandise, Concessions and Sponsorship Opportunities can be obtained from any Club Official, at the 

Club Office or by visiting: http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

 

     

Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

 

                                   The Editor 
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ENTRY to GROUND 

TRACK and TRACE will be in operation - it would help if spectators could download the NHS Covid19 app on 

to their phone as posters will be available from which to download your details via the app direct to NHS. 

The app can be downloaded on to your phone via instructions from covid19.nhs.uk/help-downloading 

Manual recording will also take place. 

The app can be downloaded to your phone by visiting: 

https://covid19.nhs.uk/ 

The Clubs latest Covid-19 risk assessment document is available: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/covid-19-risk-assessment-june-2021/205.pdf 

All Spectators, officials etc MUST wear a face mask.  

Gates at both the Clubhouse End and Car Park End will be open 

 

ENTRY to BAR 

As you will have been registered for Track and Trace on entry to the ground there will be no need to 

register in the bar. Face masks should be worn in the bar when not drinking. Numbers allowed in the bar 

are limited but you are able to drink outside using plastic glasses. Purchase of drinks will be via table 

service only from both inside the bar and outside the bar. 

When entering the ground from the bar you must use the pay gate and display your entry ticket. 

Attendance information. 

Under current guidelines the maximum attendance allowed for today’s game is 650.  
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Dunston Football Club History 

The club first saw the light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit when former Chairman, John Thompson, with 

some of his colleagues at HMSO on the Team Valley Trading Estate, decided to form a football team. The club joined 

the Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, Longbenton. 

 

Early success inspired the club to progress and a piece of land was leased from Gateshead M.B.C. and the committee 

began to develop what is now the UTS Stadium. 

 

The club were now gaining much success in the Northern Combination and with aspirations to progress further they 

approached the Federation Brewery to become the club’s main sponsor. With the Federation Brewery as their main 

sponsor the club joined the Wearside League in 1987 and after another period of success the club felt a need to seek 

new opportunities and an application was made to join the prestigious Northern League. The club had now realised 

one of its main ambitions and entered the National Pyramid of Non-League Football. In its second season in the 

Northern League the club won the Second Division and was promoted to the First Division. 

Since joining the Northern League the club has won the Second Division, been First Division Champions twice, 

League Cup winners on five occasions and JR Cleator Cup winners on five occasions. Included in these successes 

were back to back First Division title winners and League Cup winners in seasons 2003/2004 and 2004/2005.  A 

magnificent achievement. 

Season 2007/2008 had seen the club lose the word Brewery from its name as sadly it lost the main sponsor. After a 

period of 18 years of continuous sponsorship the Federation Brewery was taken over by Scottish and Newcastle 

Breweries who continued to sponsor the club for a further two seasons and after a period of twenty years the club 

had lost its main sponsor and had no association with a brewery. In our hour of need two new companies became 

involved with the club to partially compensate for the loss of our main sponsor.   

Dunston Van and Truck Centre became our home shirt sponsor and Astley Signs became our away shirt sponsor. 

Both companies are still with us at the present time. Season 2008/2009 a company, UTS Engineering (Utility 

Technology Services), became involved by sponsoring the player’s travel and training kit and during the close season 

of 2009/2010 they kindly agreed to become the club’s principal sponsor. 

The club name was changed from Dunston Federation F.C. to Dunston UTS F.C, the name of the ground was changed 

to the UTS Stadium and company owner, Mr. Shaun Sadler became Club President. 

On the 2nd April 2016 Dunston UTS celebrated their 1000th Northern League game. Prior to kick off on behalf of the 

club Malcolm James received an engraved plate from Northern League President George Courtney. 

Building on the new-found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following season with a great run 

in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record 

crowd of 2,525 at the UTS Stadium. 

 

The Club finished the 2018/2019 season as convincing Champions of the Northern League First Division, seventeen 

points ahead of their nearest rivals. Promotion ensued to the Northern Premier N/West Division but FA Regulations 

dictated that the Club Playing Name must not include any reference to a sponsor so the “UTS” was reluctantly 

dropped from the Club title before the new season. 

Over the years the club has always recognised that success on the field must be coupled with success and hard work 

off the field and the efforts of the people behind the scenes at the UTS Stadium has ensured that the stadium is a 

credit to the club. Many of the committee of the club have been involved since it was founded in 1975, some as 

former players and some as management on the playing side. 

 

It is a tribute to their commitment and hard work that the club has become one of the most successful in the North 

East. 
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Dunston UTS FC would like to offer their sincere thanks to the following Honorary Vice 

Presidents and Companies for their valued support. 

 Mr. John Adamson - Lancastrian Banqueting & Conference Centre. 

Mr. Dave Cummings - Dunston Van & Truck Centre. 

Mr. David Foggin - Spencer House Construction. 

Mr. Dave Forrester - Astley Signs. 

Mr. Paul Hogg - Murray Hogg. 

Mr. Alan Bell - Gateshead Bearings. 

Mr. Kevin Hodgson - Brown and Hood. 

Mr. Paul King - Heating Components. 

Mr. Martin Rankin - M. Rankin Funeral Director. 

Mr. Craig Firth – Quora Gruop. 

Mr. Ben Riley - First Mortgage N.E. 

Mr. Tom Newton - TMP Motor Products. 

Mr. John Smart - Smart Highway Solutions. 

 

Club Officials 

Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague. 
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin. 

Press Officer - Mr. William. Montague 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee - Mr Billy Irwin, Mr Tony Cleugh and Mr Danny Whalen. 
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague. 
Official Club photographer and videographer - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell 
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson and Mrs Helen Rocks. 

Covid Officer - Mr. Graham Heslop. 

Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Fred Foulis, Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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Dunston FC Honours 
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Dunston UTS FC vs Ryhope CW - Match report. 

Dunston UTS FC - 2 Mason (14'), Elliott (76') Sunderland Ryhope CW - 1 Hird (87') 

Dunston earned their first win of pre-season in a 2-1 victory at home to Northern League 1st Division side 

Ryhope CW. 

The hosts controlled the tempo of game and had the Lion’s share of possession for the majority of the 

afternoons encounter. 

Lee Mason opened the scoring for Dunston on the 14th minute, notching his first goal in a Dunston shirt 

since arriving from South Shields. With Jack Elliott jinking his way around the Ryhope defence, his cross 

was parried by keeper Jordan Harkness, Mason was in the right position to calmly slot the ball home from 

inside the six yard box. 

An injury to Ursene Mouanda five minutes later would see the Callum Elliott enter the field and employed 

in a more attacking role. 

Luke Porritt was causing issues for the visitors and the home side had a fine chance to increase their lead 

through Michael Pearson, only for his effort to flash wide of the opposition goal. 

The visitor’s best chance of the first half fell to former Dunston player Denver Morris; a through ball from 

Wallace was misjudged by the Dunston defence, however the resulting effort on goal lacked power as 

Andy Clark collected comfortably. 

Dan Capewell ensured Dunston kept their lead going into the break, a header flicked round the back of the 

defence into the path of Brad Hird, with the forward gearing to pull the trigger, Capewell timed his sliding 

tackle to perfection to take the ball from off the forward’s toes. 

Half time would see a raft of substitutions from the hosts, with Chris Swailes looking to get game time into 

his player’s legs. 

The second half would go much the same way as the first, Dunston looking in control of the game, dictating 

possession, Ryhope looking capitalise on the break, making themselves hard to break down at the back and 

the July heat testing players energy levels. 

Dunston eventually extended their lead on 76 minutes, Callum Elliott bravely sliding in to prod home from 

close range from a dangerous delivery from out wide. 

The visitors did manage to pull one back on 87 minutes, on the break Brad Hird pushed the ball past the 

Dunston defence to calmly slot his effort into the bottom corner. 

Dunston’s pre-season continues this week, with tough tests coming up against Middlesbrough FC Under 

23’s at home on Wednesday night and Hartlepool United the visitors to UTS Stadium on Friday evening. 

Match day photography courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 

https://www.flickr.com/gp/183143474@N02/Fc1190 

Match highlights available: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEWhKXPaoEA 

 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/lee-mason/926132
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/jack-elliot/797698
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/ursene-mouanda/843602
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/callum-elliott/790502
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/luke-porritt/926587
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/michael-pearson/790503
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/player/callum-elliott/790502
https://www.flickr.com/gp/183143474@N02/Fc1190
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEWhKXPaoEA
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DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2021 / 2022 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. 

A key member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an 

amazing eight seasons with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several 

successful campaigns before going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

 
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell 

with the Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He 

brings a wealth of experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Available 
 
 
CALLUM ELLIOTT (Defender)   Callum has tremendous potential to carve out a great career after 

coming to Dunston at the start of the 2017-18 season from Spennymoor Town. He gained some 

valuable experience at Huddersfield Town before his release. 

Home sponsor - Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - Beauty Time Photography 
Training kit sponsor – ROAR Pet Supplies 
 
 
 
MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 

2017-18 season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender 

brings experience and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 
 
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston 
from Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last 
season and was nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The 
Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. 
Home shirt - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
Training kit - Christina Shell. 
 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle 

Benfield in October 2018. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having 

previously enjoyed two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town. Voted Managers Player 

of the season 2019/20 Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 
 



DANIEL HALLIDAY (Defender)   Strong defender in his sixth season with the Club, Dan has 

established himself as an integral part of the team and captained the club during the Northern 

League title winning season of 2018/19. He is a product of the excellent Gateshead Academy and 

since gone on to make over 100 appearances for Dunston. 

Home sponsor – Mr Pat McElhone 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
Training kit sponsor – Urban Flower Rooms 
 

 
 

 
TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 

season after a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key 

member of the Dunston UTS team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining 

Darlington to further his playing career. “Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team 

and played over 250 games for them, scoring around sixty goals in the process. 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
 

LOUIS PERRAL (Defender) Gibraltar Under-19 International Louis Parral, 18, joined Chris Swailes’ 

side in October 2020 having recently moved to Newcastle, where he is currently studying a 

degree in Media and Journalism at Northumbria University. Previously with Gibraltar National 

League side Lions Gibraltar FC and spent part of last season on-loan to Europa Point FC. 

Home sponsor – In memory of Gordon Graves 
Away sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

CRAIG BAXTER (Defender) Described as rock solid at the back and strong going forward, Baxter’s 
signing is somewhat of a major coup for Dunston UTS FC. 
The 34 year old right back comes with of a wealth of experience, having playing higher up in 
leagues and has a proven track record of success. He was a key player for South Shields over a 
five season spell, making 188 appearances before joining Dunston UTS FC for the start of the 
2021/22 season. Having started his football career with Newcastle United Baxter would spend 9 
years with Gateshead FC as the club moved up the pyramid. 
 
 

Home sponsor - David 
Away sponsor – Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. 

Re-joined the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work 

commitment problems that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the 

Dunston team that lifted the Northern League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Training kit sponsor –Mr Dave Boldon 
 

 
 
 



URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A 
product of the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and 
Kilmarnock. He made a positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and 
much is expected from him in the coming season. 
 
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 
 
 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from 

Consett AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael 

is a very popular member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 
 

 

PHIL TURNBULL (Midfielder) Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the vastly experienced and 

talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium for the start of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing 

with either foot and is described as fiercely competitive player.  

Having started out at Hartlepool United before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth Spartans 

and Gateshead,  a permanent move to Gateshead in 2008 seen him play over 300 games for the 

Tynesider’s. In a 7 season spell, which included two successive promotions, the club eventually 

moved up to The National  League and he became a firm favourite at The International Stadium 

before moving to Darlington in 2015 where he would gain promotion to The National League North in his first 

season. 

Home sponsor - Margaret 
Away sponsor – Page Powder Coatings 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at 

Hebburn Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United Academy then 

Consett AFC before moving to Dunston. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 
 
 

 
LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint 
at the Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who 
has finally fully recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against 
Gateshead in October 2018. 
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 
 
 



 
MECHACK KANDA (Forward)   Recent acquisition from Newcastle Benfield, Mechack is an honest 
player who gives everything for the team. Manager Chris Swailes was delighted to sign him prior 
the start of the season having already coached him as a member of the Gateshead College side 
that won the National Cup. Previously with Gateshead FC and South Shields FC. 
Home sponsor – Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - GPS Gateshead Property Services 
Training kit sponsor – Impact Bathrooms 
 

SCOTT HESLOP (Forward)   Hard-working forward who joined Dunston ahead of the 2016-17 

season from Chester-le-Street Town where he was a prolific goal-scorer. Scott ended up as 

Dunston’s top-scorer in his debut season at the UTS Stadium. He was voted Player of the Year as 

well Committee Player of The season and Players Player of the season in 2019-20. 

Home sponsor – Mr Ian McPherson 
Away sponsor – Riley and Blake Davison 
Training kit sponsor – PK Motors North East LTD 
 

MARK FITZPATRICK (Forward)   Prolific goal-scorer who came to Dunston UTS from neighbours 

Whickham FC at the start of the 2017-18 season. Top-scorer in his first three seasons and 

Northern League top-scorer and League Player of the Year in the 2018-19 season. Mark is a 

grafter for the team and has previous playing experience at Whickham AFC, Tow Law Town and 

Ryton & Crawcrook Albion. 

Home sponsor - TMP Motor Products 
Away sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Impact Bathrooms 

 
 

LEE MASON (Forward) Joining Dunston UTS FC from South Shields in May of 2021, Lee Mason 
brings with him a wealth of experience. The forward had been on the radar of Dunston Manager 
Chris Swailes for some time and became the club’s third major signing ahead of the 2021/22 
season. Capable of playing anywhere across the front line, he has great strength on the ball, 
scores goals, provides assists and he rarely gives the ball away. 
Home shirt sponsor – Mr Paul Hardy 
Away shirt – Mr Bob Boustead 
Training kit - Available for sponsor 
 

 
LUKE PORRITT – (Midfield) Porritt became Chris Swailes fourth signing of the 2021/22 season 
having previously played for Northern Premier League side Scarborough Athletic, before moving 
to the North East. Prior to that he had been with Hyde United and had started out as a youngster 
at Guiseley. He has had loan spells with Frickley and Ossett Albion and come with a solid pedigree 
of playing at a higher level. 
Home shirt sponsor – Jack Hunter 
Away shirt - Available for sponsor 
Training kit - Available for sponsor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Dunston UTS FC Management 
 

CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead and 
Blyth Spartans before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted the FA 
Vase in 2012. He then moved on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to more Wembley 
success, scoring in the outstanding Wembley Final victory over the much fancied Hereford 
Football Club. 
 

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

 

JON MCDONALD (Assistant Manager) 

A Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in early March of 2021 from Northern 

Premier League side Morpeth Town, where he had held the equivalent position for three 

seasons. During his second spell at Craik Park, he had been part of two successive promotions 

with “The Highwaymen” and a Northumberland Senior Cup victory in the 2018/19 season.He 

brings with him a wealth of experience and knowledge, he holds a UEFA B coaching license and 

is currently undertaking his UEFA A license. 

He has previously managed Blyth AFC, guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 

season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and North Shields in The Northern League. 

Sponsored by: Mr Malcolm James. 

IAN MURRAY (Physio) the Club was delighted to welcome back Ian for the start of the 2020/21 

season after one season’s absence due to business constraints. He is a top-notch Therapist who 

brings great expertise to this most vital position in the Club. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

 

 

 

BEN SHERWOOD (Coach) Ben joined Dunston UTS FC in July 2018 to keep a close eye on our 

goalkeepers and is also very keen to get involved on the fitness and dietary requirements of 

the whole squad. He studied at Teesside University and holds a BSc and MSc in Sport and 

Exercise Science. He is also FA Level 2 qualified in both GK and Outfield whilst holding FA Youth 

Modules 1&2. 

Sponsored by – Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

 

For all player kit sponsorship enquiries email dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk 

For full details of available sponsorship packages visit http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

 

mailto:dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk
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You joined Dunston back in March, how have settled into the club? 
 
Really well. I knew a few of the lads already before I joined the club. They’re a great bunch of lads and the 
committee have also been very welcoming.  
 
From the outside, I always felt Dunston was a very well ran and welcoming club, and that’s exactly how I have found 
it to be. I’m thoroughly enjoying it.  
 

 
 
You had a long wait to get onto the training ground, but now that pre-season is up and running, what ideas do you 
feel you have you been able to implement since arriving? 
 
Yes, it was strange having to wait such a long time before getting stuck in to it.  
 
Pre-season in the main is to get the players as match fit as is possible ready for the opening game at Brighouse. This 
has been even more important with the lengthy lay off due to Covid.  
 
I hope I can use the experience I have to support Chris and the players to achieve more success. I think already in the 
few games we’ve seen there’s been some good spells of possession, this is the way I like to play but I recognise that 
to be successful you need to be a team that is able to adapt. I’m confident with the squad that we have, we will be 
able to do that this season.  
 
Looking at the players the club had managed to bring in during pre-season, Turnbull, Baxter, Mason and Porritt, 
there is a step up in quality. How do you see these players fitting into an already talented group? 
 
The new lads bring experience at playing higher up the pyramid, and this experience will be crucial this season. They 
all bring real quality too which can only benefit the whole squad.  
 
There’s no question there will be competition for places this season, and that’s really positive and important to drive 
things forward.  
 
Pre-season, a good performance against Gateshead, Morpeth Town less so, and then a win on the weekend 
against Ryhope CW. What’s your assessment on how things are shaping up so far? 



 
Pre-season is always difficult to gage. Players rotating in and out can disrupt the flow of the game at times. I thought 
we were excellent against Gateshead and created a number of great chances in the game. Morpeth was a 
disappointing performance, I always felt the first goal would be important in that heat!  
Saturday against Ryhope I felt we controlled most of the game without threatening their goal enough.  
This week will being another two tough tests which will stand us in good stead ahead of the season 
 
‘Boro under 23’s and Hartlepool Utd, two games in the space of three days against professional players, it’s a 
different challenge to what the team are likely to face in the league.  
 
What are you and Swaz wanting to gain from these games? 
 

 
 
You’d expect in both games that the opposition will have more possession so there’s definitely some good physical 
returns for the players. Also an opportunity to look at our defensive shape and how we deal with turnovers of 
possession. I think both games are great opportunities for us. You learn more playing against better opposition in 
these games.  
 
Looking ahead to the season, crowds are back, there’s different opponents to face with the restructuring of 
league, new players in and things are obviously coming together. You must be optimistic for the season ahead. Do 
you believe this is a season where the side is capable of challenging for promotion or even the title? 
 
I’m generally delighted just to be back involved with football again after a challenging period for us all.  
 
I’m really optimistic that we will challenging at the top end of the table. The squad is more than capable of doing so.  
 
Pre-season is a necessity but I think the whole squad is raring to go and getting back to competing for 3 points on a 
match day.  
 

Images courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 

Jon McDonald is kindly sponsored by Mr Malcom James 
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Dunston UTS FC Club Legends. 

An interview with John Thompson. The man who dreamed of bringing Northern League 

Football to Dunston. 

John Thompson is a pioneer; the man dreamed of giving Dunston a Northern League club. He, along with others on 

the committee, delivered that through sheer hard work and sacrifice. 

As a player and manager at Dunston his trophy haul was only bettered by legendary Dunston Manager Bobby Scaife 

some twenty years later. Thompson led the club to 11 Trophies during their time in The Northern Amateur League 

and then The Northern Combination League. 

As Club Chairman from 1985- 1995 he presided over a period which saw Dunston Federation Brewery, as they were 

then, rise through The Wearside League and then onto The Northern League. Still to this day John is relentless, 

committing countless hours of his time ensuring that the ground and pitch are in immaculate condition. He is 

regularly found behind the bar on match-days pulling some of the best pints in Dunston. 

Laid back and humble, he’s given so much to his local community and put Dunston on the non-league footballing 

map. Without his vision and endeavour the club would never have come into existence. 

Go back to 1975, what was the plan and why did you decide you set the club up? 

It started at HMSO, me and Billy Montague were both working there and Alan Stott was playing for us. They said the 

works football team wasn’t going to go on anymore as it was going to close down. We were there from 1971 to 

1975. 

We all drank in The Bay Horse and a lot of the lads all drank in the Rose & Crown at Whickham. We just asked the 

Manager at the Bay Horse if he’d be interested in running a team out of the there and he was absolutely over the 

Moon, he couldn’t get us in quick enough. 

We started a pint draw on a Sunday night, he used to give us so many pints for the draw and we used to make about 

£15-£20 off that and that’s what we used to run the with club for a few years until we started getting sponsors in. 

 

Pictured above - The 1978-79 side (then as Whickham Sports FC ) managed by John Thompson. Northern Amateur 

League Champions, Northern Amateur League Cup Winners and Gateshead Charity Cup Winners 



Who was involved in the club at the start? 

Me, Monty - who has always been Club Secretary, Alan Stott played for HMSO and he’s been involved the whole 

time. That was the main three. Then Ian McPherson joined us from Redheugh and played for us, there was about six 

or seven of them come in from Redheugh in about 1976 and they’ve just stayed on since. 

 You started out as a player and Club Manager, how did the club develop in those early years? 

I think we started out for 1 season in The Northern Amateur League, then we went into the Northern Combination 

League, which was a big League back then, you had the likes of Swalwell, Whickham and all them and once we got 

into The Combination League, that’s when we started to bump our players up a bit. Better players started coming in 

the higher up the leagues we got. The likes of Paul King, Ian McPherson, Alan Stott, then we got the likes of Colin 

Wright, lads from Low Fell came down to us and that’s when we kicked on really. Then we decided to move down to 

The Mechanics in Dunston. 

We were playing out of Dunston Park as Whickham Sports FC at the time, there was no changing rooms at Dunston 

Park back then, so we had to move up to Marley Hill for half a season. There were that many teams playing at 

Dunston Park on a Saturday and Sunday they used this pitch (The present day site of The UTS Stadium) as an 

overflow. As soon as a seen it, on the corner of Dunston, I seen its potential for us to move onto into our own 

ground. So we moved to The Mechanics and developed the ground side of it, we got a 25 year lease off the Council 

for it and then we obviously started to develop it. 

 

Pictured above - Federation Park back in the early days 

There was no fences round it, it was just a car park at the top, no outside fences, no inside fences, no changing 

rooms, we still got changed at Dunston Park and walked down, boots on and everything. 

From then we got the dressing rooms built, spectator fencing round the pitch, that got done in about 3 or 4 seasons 

and we just begged, borrowed or stole the stuff, it was all done with second-hand gear and that’s how it was for 

years and now we’ve we got it all developed again. 



The move to The Mechanics was about the early 80’s, I think we were Whickham Sports for about 5 years, then 

when were at The Mechanics, The Federation Brewery came in a sponsored us. 

How did sponsorship with The Federation Brewery come about then? 

The Federation Brewery was just down from the ground, when we were based in Dunston Mechanics I just decided 

to go and ask them. Jimmy Ramshaw was the Chairman down there back then and there was absolutely no problem. 

Jimmy took it to the Board meeting and back then nearly everyone on The Board meetings at The Brewery were 

Chairman of Clubs, they were all involved in Football clubs and that really started us on our journey when we got 

that sponsorship. Then we moved into The Wearside League, started to get better players in and then it was just a 

gradual improvement every year.  

The local non-leagues back then were arguably a lot stronger than they are now. How much of a challenge was 

that progression?  

There were some really good sides in the Northern Combination League, teams like Westerhope, Swalwell, 

Lemington, there were 4 or 5 sides in that League who could’ve been in The Northern League. The Wearside League, 

compared to what it is now, was a really strong league. The Northern League didn’t have a 2nd division back then. 

The Wearside League was a really, really strong league and you had to be a decent side to win The Wearside League. 

Then of course they started the Northern League 2nd Division, when you won The Wearside League you went into 

the Northern League 2nd division. 

We won every league we were in, we very rarely got beat. There was one season where we went through 

undefeated and got beat in the last game. Then as I said, the Combination league was strong, but once we moved 

into The Wearside League, the likes of Swalwell and all them folded up and then all of a sudden The Combination 

League wasn’t as strong. Then you had The Northern League 2nd division and that was our next target, we won that 

as well and obviously the rest is history. 

Once we got into The Northern League, obviously we stopped winning as many things as The Northern League was 

very strong. 

 

Dunston Federation Brewery FC 1990-91 - finishing 2nd in The Wearside League to gain promotion to The Northern 

League 2nd Division. 

 



You’d gone from being player and manager to then taking the role of Club Chairman. What was the reason for 

your move from manager to the clubs first Chairman?  

We probably needed somebody with a little bit more savvy to come in as manager when we moved up the leagues 

and we needed a Chairman, somebody to run the club. I dropped out from that role when Malcolm James became 

Chairman and I actually said that I wanted Malcolm to take charge of The Club. 

One of my main things about football was, right from when I was a young’un, I used to go on the bus with “The 

Clava” to watch them play and they all had Northern League players. Then I used to go into The Northern League in 

the 60’s and I’d say to the lads “Why are we coming here?” As soon as we got this ground, that’s always been my 

aim, to get a Northern League Club into Dunston and a Northern League ground and I’ve done it. 

You look at what you have managed to achieve over all those years, you look back to when you were at HMSO or 

running out of The Bay Horse, you fast forward through to the days in the Northern League where you’d done the 

double twice then you’ve got to a point where you’re all in The Royal box at Wembley, did you ever think at any 

stage that that could ever happen? 

No, but you always dreamt about it. You probably never thought you’d do it but once you got into that situation in 

The Northern League there was always a chance where you were in a situation where you could do it. I never 

thought we ever would, but we used to dream about it. We used to say if we could get to The Vase Final, what an 

achievement that would be and it still is to this day. If we could get back to Wembley again it would be another 

achievement totally, but that’s going to be even harder, maybe get there through to The FA Trophy Final, I couldn’t 

see that happening but you never know. 

The club had moved up to the next level two season ago, winning The Northern League in 2018/19 and gaining 

promotion to The Northern Premier League. You’ve achieved everything you set out to achieve. Considering how 

much the clubs developed and progressed where do you think the club could be in 10 or 20 years times? 

I honestly haven’t got a clue. I didn’t think we’d be in this League now. I’m a bit of a Northern League freak, I love the 

Northern League. This Leagues been a bit of a challenge to me in a lot of ways; with all the travelling, having to be a 

bit more perfect with the pitch and everything. 

I wouldn’t like to say where we could be but it won’t be with me, I might be an Honorary Chairman, or Vice Chairman 

or coming down in my wheelchair on a Saturday afternoon. 

Over the decades, I’d imagine that you’ve probably seen almost every game Dunston have played. Out of the 

players you’ve had, players you’ve played alongside, who are the ones who’ve really stood out for you? 

There’s so many. In our Whickham Sports day Paul King was a 30 goal a season centre forward, Mack (Ian 

McPherson) and Stotty (Alan Stott) were great players. Mickey Storey was my mate, he was a cracking keeper and 

played for us for about 10-15 years. 

We got the likes of Keith McNall who was brilliant player. Stevie Kendall who in my mind was probably the best 

player we’ve ever had at the club; Stevie was at Nottingham Forest when Brian Clough was there, he was a class 

player and a bit of a rogue. When I played for Kibblesworth on a Sunday, his Mam and Dad lived in Kibblesworth and 

his brother in law played with me. I read the letter they got from Brian Clough, asking them, begging them to send 

Stevie back to Nottingham Forest and then we got him. 

We had players like Matty Hillary, Micky Farrey, we started getting the better quality of players coming to us. We 

had a player called Tommy Ditchburn who was fantastic, he could play anywhere. Then when we got into the 

Northern League, we had Nigel Walker, Steven Fletcher. Then last year we had class players. 

The best all round side we had would’ve been the one that won the double back to back (pictured below). The FA 

Vase side was an excellent side but the double winning side was just brilliant; they went unbeaten until the last 

game of the season so for me that’s probably the best side we’ve ever had. 

 

 



How would you sum the club up and what makes this club so special? 

A set of mates who’ve grown up with the club for 40 odd year, played for the club, been on the committee for the 

club and done everything for the club. 

Everywhere you go, out of all the leagues we’ve been in, everybody comments on how many committee men we’ve 

got and that for me is a lot of hard work and dedication from a lot of people. As a unit we’ve been together for 40 

years and that for me is the ultimate thing. Now you’ve got the likes of Billy Irwin, Tony Cleugh and yourself who’ve 

come on and it’s a new generation. If you all take it on as far as we have then who knows? 

The support and sponsorship we received from The Federation Brewery really helped to push us on into The 

Northern League. Without them we would’ve never achieved what we have managed to achieve. They backed us for 

20 years until they closed. 

Obviously when they did close it had a huge impact on the club, but we have some business savvy committee men 

and then when Shaun Sadler and UTS Engineering came in, their support has really helped to push us onto the level 

we’re at now, without them and a lot of other sponsors, supporters, friends and businesses who’ve help to support 

the club for years we’d not be where we are now. 

My family have been involved in the club, Wor Lass used to work behind the bar, our Helen works behind the bar, 

our Matty comes down anytime we need plumbing done and if it hadn’t been for them turning a blind eye to what 

I’ve done, then who knows? It’s taken my life over and if it hadn’t have been for them, most Women would just said 

“Get oot” you know. 
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Match day photography courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 

https://www.facebook.com/beautytimephotography/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lmauto.co.uk
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https://www.callertonkitchens.co.uk/
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