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    WELCOME! 

 We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this evening for the 

eagerly awaited return of football after what seems an eternity! 

Our visitors this evening for our first pre-season friendly are our esteemed near neighbours GATESHEAD FC who will 

provide a really thorough test during our return to competitive action. The Dunston UTS squad have put in two weeks 

of intensive training under the watchful eyes of Team Manager Chris Swailes, recently appointed Assistant Jon 

McDonald and fitness coach Ben Sherwood but there is no substitute for actual match practice. In this respect, the 

Gateshead players will be well ahead of the home team having already played a couple of friendly matches – both 

bringing convincing victories!  

The superb Gateshead FC Management Team of Mike Williamson, Ian Watson and Louis Storey have retained an 

impressive squad of players and have also added some exciting new talent in the shape of ex-Newcastle United striker 

Adam Campbell who was signed from Darlington. They will also be expecting great things from youngsters Ryan 

Wombwell, Connor Pani, Nelson Ogbewe and ex-Dunston goal-scorer  Cedwyn Scott.        

We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this evening, Referee Jonny Urwin and his Assistant Referees 

Mark McMahon and David Carr. All three are very experienced Officials who have reached the very top of non-league 

football and we are most grateful to them for taking the game. 

Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Regulations. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure the safety of 

everyone. 

Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to the UTS Stadium this evening. 

If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any Management 

Committee Member. Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, Concessions and Sponsorship 

Opportunities can be obtained from any Club Official, at the Club Office or by visiting: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

 

                                   The Editor 
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ENTRY to GROUND 

TRACK and TRACE will be in operation - it would help if spectators could download the NHS Covid19 app on 

to their phone as posters will be available from which to download your details via the app direct to NHS. 

The app can be downloaded on to your phone via instructions from covid19.nhs.uk/help-downloading 

Manual recording will also take place. 

The app can be downloaded to your phone by visiting: 

https://covid19.nhs.uk/ 

The Clubs latest Covid-19 risk assessment document is available: 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/covid-19-risk-assessment-june-2021/205.pdf 

All Spectators, officials etc MUST wear a face mask.  

Gates at both the Clubhouse End and Car Park End will be open 

 

ENTRY to BAR 

As you will have been registered for Track and Trace on entry to the ground there will be no need to 

register in the bar. Face masks should be worn in the bar when not drinking. Numbers allowed in the bar 

are limited but you are able to drink outside using plastic glasses. Purchase of drinks will be via table 

service only from both inside the bar and outside the bar. 

When entering the ground from the bar you must use the pay gate and display your entry ticket. 

Attendance information. 

Under current guidelines the maximum attendance allowed for today’s game is 650.  
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Dunston Football Club History 

The club first saw the light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit when former Chairman, John Thompson, with 

some of his colleagues at HMSO on the Team Valley Trading Estate, decided to form a football team. The club joined 

the Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, Longbenton. 

 

Early success inspired the club to progress and a piece of land was leased from Gateshead M.B.C. and the committee 

began to develop what is now the UTS Stadium. 

 

The club were now gaining much success in the Northern Combination and with aspirations to progress further they 

approached the Federation Brewery to become the club’s main sponsor. With the Federation Brewery as their main 

sponsor the club joined the Wearside League in 1987 and after another period of success the club felt a need to seek 

new opportunities and an application was made to join the prestigious Northern League. The club had now realised 

one of its main ambitions and entered the National Pyramid of Non-League Football. In its second season in the 

Northern League the club won the Second Division and was promoted to the First Division. 

Since joining the Northern League the club has won the Second Division, been First Division Champions twice, 

League Cup winners on five occasions and JR Cleator Cup winners on five occasions. Included in these successes 

were back to back First Division title winners and League Cup winners in seasons 2003/2004 and 2004/2005.  A 

magnificent achievement. 

Season 2007/2008 had seen the club lose the word Brewery from its name as sadly it lost the main sponsor. After a 

period of 18 years of continuous sponsorship the Federation Brewery was taken over by Scottish and Newcastle 

Breweries who continued to sponsor the club for a further two seasons and after a period of twenty years the club 

had lost its main sponsor and had no association with a brewery. In our hour of need two new companies became 

involved with the club to partially compensate for the loss of our main sponsor.   

Dunston Van and Truck Centre became our home shirt sponsor and Astley Signs became our away shirt sponsor. 

Both companies are still with us at the present time. Season 2008/2009 a company, UTS Engineering (Utility 

Technology Services), became involved by sponsoring the player’s travel and training kit and during the close season 

of 2009/2010 they kindly agreed to become the club’s principal sponsor. 

The club name was changed from Dunston Federation F.C. to Dunston UTS F.C, the name of the ground was changed 

to the UTS Stadium and company owner, Mr. Shaun Sadler became Club President. 

On the 2nd April 2016 Dunston UTS celebrated their 1000th Northern League game. Prior to kick off on behalf of the 

club Malcolm James received an engraved plate from Northern League President George Courtney. 

Building on the new-found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following season with a great run 

in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record 

crowd of 2,525 at the UTS Stadium. 

 

The Club finished the 2018/2019 season as convincing Champions of the Northern League First Division, seventeen 

points ahead of their nearest rivals. Promotion ensued to the Northern Premier N/West Division but FA Regulations 

dictated that the Club Playing Name must not include any reference to a sponsor so the “UTS” was reluctantly 

dropped from the Club title before the new season. 

Over the years the club has always recognised that success on the field must be coupled with success and hard work 

off the field and the efforts of the people behind the scenes at the UTS Stadium has ensured that the stadium is a 

credit to the club. Many of the committee of the club have been involved since it was founded in 1975, some as 

former players and some as management on the playing side. 

 

It is a tribute to their commitment and hard work that the club has become one of the most successful in the North 

East. 
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Dunston UTS FC would like to offer their sincere thanks to the following Honorary Vice 

Presidents and Companies for their valued support. 

 Mr. John Adamson - Lancastrian Banqueting & Conference Centre. 

Mr. Dave Cummings - Dunston Van & Truck Centre. 

Mr. David Foggin - Spencer House Construction. 

Mr. Dave Forrester - Astley Signs. 

Mr. Paul Hogg - Murray Hogg. 

Mr. Alan Bell - Gateshead Bearings. 

Mr. Kevin Hodgson - Brown and Hood. 

Mr. Paul King - Heating Components. 

Mr. Martin Rankin - M. Rankin Funeral Director. 

Mr. Craig Firth – Quora Gruop. 

Mr. Ben Riley - First Mortgage N.E. 

Mr. Tom Newton - TMP Motor Products. 

Mr. John Smart - Smart Highway Solutions. 

 

Club Officials 

Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague. 
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott. 
 
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
 
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin. 

Press Officer - Mr. William. Montague 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee - Mr Billy Irwin, Mr Tony Cleugh and Mr Danny Whalen. 
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague. 
Official Club photographer and videographer - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell 
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson and Mrs Helen Rocks. 

Covid Officer - Mr. Graham Heslop. 

Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Fred Foulis, Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 

Life Members  
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
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Dunston FC Honours 
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DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2021 / 2022 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. 

A key member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an 

amazing eight seasons with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several 

successful campaigns before going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

 
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell 

with the Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He 

brings a wealth of experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Luke and Ken Fitzpatrick 
 
 
CALLUM ELLIOTT (Defender)   Callum has tremendous potential to carve out a great career after 

coming to Dunston at the start of the 2017-18 season from Spennymoor Town. He gained some 

valuable experience at Huddersfield Town before his release. 

Home sponsor - Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - Beauty Time Photography 
Training kit sponsor – ROAR Pet Supplies 
 
 
MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 

2017-18 season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender 

brings experience and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 
 
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston 
from Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last 
season and was nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The 
Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. 
Home shirt - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
Training kit - Christina Shell. 
 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle 

Benfield in October 2018. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having 

previously enjoyed two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town. Voted Managers Player 

of the season 2019/20 Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 
 



DANIEL HALLIDAY (Defender)   Strong defender in his sixth season with the Club, Dan has 

established himself as an integral part of the team and captained the club during the Northern 

League title winning season of 2018/19. He is a product of the excellent Gateshead Academy and 

since gone on to make over 100 appearances for Dunston. 

Home sponsor – Mr Pat McElhone 
Away sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
Training kit sponsor – Urban Flower Rooms 
 

 
 

 
TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 

season after a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key 

member of the Dunston UTS team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining 

Darlington to further his playing career. “Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team 

and played over 250 games for them, scoring around sixty goals in the process. 

Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
 

LOUIS PERRAL (Defender) Gibraltar Under-19 International Louis Parral, 18, joined Chris Swailes’ 

side in October 2020 having recently moved to Newcastle, where he is currently studying a 

degree in Media and Journalism at Northumbria University. Previously with Gibraltar National 

League side Lions Gibraltar FC and spent part of last season on-loan to Europa Point FC. 

Home sponsor – Available 
Away sponsor - Available 
Training kit sponsor - Available 
 
 
Craig Baxter (Defender) Described as rock solid at the back and strong going forward, Baxter’s 
signing is somewhat of a major coup for Dunston UTS FC. 
The 34 year old right back comes with of a wealth of experience, having playing higher up in 
leagues and has a proven track record of success. He was a key player for South Shields over a 
five season spell, making 188 appearances before joining Dunston UTS FC for the start of the 
2021/22 season  
Having started his football career with Newcastle United Baxter would spend 9 years with 
Gateshead FC as the club moved up the pyramid. 

Home sponsor - David 
Away sponsor - Available for sponsor 
Training kit sponsor - Available for sponsor 
 

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. 

Re-joined the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work 

commitment problems that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the 

Dunston team that lifted the Northern League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Training kit sponsor –Mr Dave Boldon 
 

 
 
 



URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A 
product of the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and 
Kilmarnock. He made a positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and 
much is expected from him in the coming season. 
 
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 
 
 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from 

Consett AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael 

is a very popular member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 
 

 

Phil Turnbull (Midfielder) Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the vastly experienced and 

talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium for the start of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing 

with either foot and is described as fiercely competitive player.  

Having started out at Hartlepool United before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth 

Spartans and Gateshead,  a permanent move to Gateshead in 2008 seen him play over 300 

games for the Tynesider’s. In a 7 season spell, which included two successive promotions, the 

club eventually moved up to The National  League and he became a firm favourite at The 

International Stadium before moving to Darlington in 2015 where he would gain promotion to The National League 

North in his first season. 

Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 

 

JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at 

Hebburn Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United Academy then 

Consett AFC before moving to Dunston. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 
 

 
 



LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint 
at the Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who 
has finally fully recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against 
Gateshead in October 2018. 
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 
 
 
 
MECHACK KANDA (Forward)   Recent acquisition from Newcastle Benfield, Mechack is an honest 
player who gives everything for the team. Manager Chris Swailes was delighted to sign him prior 
the start of the season having already coached him as a member of the Gateshead College side 
that won the National Cup. Previously with Gateshead FC and South Shields FC. 
Home sponsor – Mr Billy Park 
Away sponsor - GPS Gateshead Property Services 
Training kit sponsor – Impact Bathrooms 
 

SCOTT HESLOP (Forward)   Hard-working forward who joined Dunston ahead of the 2016-17 

season from Chester-le-Street Town where he was a prolific goal-scorer. Scott ended up as 

Dunston’s top-scorer in his debut season at the UTS Stadium. He was voted Player of the Year as 

well Committee Player of The season and Players Player of the season in 2019-20. 

Home sponsor – Mr Ian McPherson 
Away sponsor - Mr Jack Hunter 
Training kit sponsor – PK Motors North East LTD 
 

MARK FITZPATRICK (Forward)   Prolific goal-scorer who came to Dunston UTS from neighbours 

Whickham FC at the start of the 2017-18 season. Top-scorer in his first three seasons and 

Northern League top-scorer and League Player of the Year in the 2018-19 season. Mark is a 

grafter for the team and has previous playing experience at Whickham AFC, Tow Law Town and 

Ryton & Crawcrook Albion. 

Home sponsor - TMP Motor Products 
Away sponsor -  
Training kit sponsor - Impact Bathrooms 

 
Lee Mason (Forward) Joining Dunston UTS FC from South Shields in May of 2021, Lee Mason brings with him a 
wealth of experience. The forward had been on the radar of Dunston Manager Chris Swailes for some time and 
became the club’s third major signing ahead of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing anywhere across the front 
line, he has great strength on the ball, scores goals, provides assists and he rarely gives the ball away. 
 
Home shirt sponsor - Jack Hunter 
Away shirt - Available for sponsor 
Training kit - Available for sponsor 
 
 
Home sponsor – Mr Paul Hardy 
Away sponsor – Mr Bob Boustead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dunston UTS FC Management 
 

CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead and 
Blyth Spartans before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted the FA 
Vase in 2012. He then moved on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to more Wembley 
success, scoring in the outstanding Wembley Final victory over the much fancied Hereford 
Football Club. 
 

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

 

JON MCDONALD (Assistant Manager) 

A Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in early March of 2021 from Northern 

Premier League side Morpeth Town, where he had held the equivalent position for three 

seasons. During his second spell at Craik Park, he had been part of two successive promotions 

with “The Highwaymen” and a Northumberland Senior Cup victory in the 2018/19 season.He 

brings with him a wealth of experience and knowledge, he holds a UEFA B coaching license and 

is currently undertaking his UEFA A license. 

He has previously managed Blyth AFC, guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 

season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and North Shields in The Northern League. 

Sponsored by: Mr Malcolm James. 

 

IAN MURRAY (Physio) the Club was delighted to welcome back Ian for the start of the 2020/21 

season after one season’s absence due to business constraints. He is a top-notch Therapist who 

brings great expertise to this most vital position in the Club. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

 

 

 

BEN SHERWOOD (Coach) Ben joined Dunston UTS FC in July 2018 to keep a close eye on our 

goalkeepers and is also very keen to get involved on the fitness and dietary requirements of 

the whole squad. He studied at Teesside University and holds a BSc and MSc in Sport and 

Exercise Science. He is also FA Level 2 qualified in both GK and Outfield whilst holding FA Youth 

Modules 1&2. 

Sponsored by – Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

 

For all player kit sponsorship enquiries email dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk 

For full details of available sponsorship packages visit http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 
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GATESHEAD FC - Player profiles 

 
Adam CAMERON – Goalkeeper Cameron signed a one-year professional contract with the club in June 2021, 

following a season with Gateshead FC Academy's under-19 setup.The goalkeeper previously appeared for 

Sunderland's academy sides before making the switch to Tyneside. 

Sam GUTHRIE – Goalkeeper Guthrie spent a period on trial with the Heed before signing on the dotted line in 2019, 

starting in the 4-2 win over Hebburn Town in pre-season. 

The North Shields-born stopper spent four years with Huddersfield Town before a one-month loan spell with Salford 

City in late 2014. 

Guthrie has also appeared for Clitheroe Town and played for Consett in Northern League Division One before making 

the move to the International Stadium. Guthrie re-signed for the 2020/21 season and has done so again ahead of the 

2021/22 campaign. 

Kieren APLIN* - Defender Aplin joined the club in September 2020 after a successful trial period during pre-season. 

Adept in either defence or midfield, Aplin spent time as a scholar with Newcastle United until the age of 18 and has 

also appeared for Northern League Division One side North Shields. Aplin made one appearance during the 2020/21 

season and re-signed with the club for the following campaign, before heading out on loan to Hebburn Town in June 

2021. 

Ryan BOLTON – Defender The Gateshead FC Academy defender joined the first-team setup having spent the 

2020/21 season with the under-19 squad under the guidance of Ben Clark and Matty Pattison. The 19-year-old 

appeared for the first team during the club’s 2020/21 pre-season schedule, and was included in the 18-man squad to 

face Farsley Celtic in last season’s Buildbase FA Trophy. Bolton also appeared for Northern League Division Two side 

West Allotment Celtic prior to the cancellation of the 2020/21 season. 

Elliot FORBES – Defender Gateshead College Graduate Elliot Forbes signed his first professional contract at the club 

in the summer of 2018 after impressing for the club's under-19s side and while on loan at Newcastle Benfield. 

Forbes returned to the Heed ahead of the 2019/20 season for his second season in professional football and made 

the successful transition to become a key part of Mike Williamson’s defence. 

Forbes was one of a number to re-sign ahead of the 2021/22 season, following an injury-hit year which saw him 

limited to two appearances. 

Alex NICHOLSON – Defender The full-back signed a one-year deal at the International Stadium in the summer of 

2019 and arrived with National League North experience under his belt, having spent the 2018/19 season plying his 

trade at Croft Park. 

The defender began his career in the youth setup at Newcastle United, before spells at Preston North End and 

Chorley preceded his initial spell at Blyth Spartans from 2014 to 2016. 

Nicholson made over 100 appearances for the club before joining South Shields in December 2016, where he went 

on to lift the FA Vase at Wembley Stadium in 2017. 

Nicholson was named Players' Player of the Season for the 2019/20 campaign for his consistent displays both at full-

back and central defence, and made 16 appearances the following season before renewing his contract for the 

2021/22 season. 

Louis STOREY – Defender Storey, adept in both defence and midfield, arrived on a one-year deal from Hebburn 

Town in June 2021 and combines playing duties with a coaching role alongside Mike Williamson and Ian Watson. 

Storey captained the Hebburn Town squad during a hugely successful season for The Hornets, who lifted the 

2019/20 Buildbase FA Vase in May and earned promotion from Northern League Division One. 

Storey spent time with Newcastle United’s academy in his youth and made 72 appearances for South Shields prior to 

joining Hebburn in 2018, for whom he went on to appear 45 times, scoring seven goals. 

 

 

 



Robbie TINKLER – Defender Tinkler re-joined the club for a third time in June 2021 following two spells during the 

2017/18 and 2018/19 seasons, making a total of 65 appearances and scoring two goals. Tinkler spent the 2019/20 

season with National League side Aldershot Town, before linking up with former Gateshead manager Steve Watson 

at York City the following season. 

Ryan WOMBWELL – Defender Wombwell arrived in June 2021 on a two-year contract, having made 15 appearances 

for Sunderland U23’s during the 2020/21 season. Wombwell first appeared for The Black Cats’ U18 setup in March 

2019, making 25 appearances across two seasons before progressing to the club’s U23 side. 

Mike WILLIAMSON – Defender/Player-Manager A familiar name to those on Tyneside, experienced centre-back 

Mike Williamson returned to the north east to sign for Gateshead in the summer of 2018, three years after leaving 

Premier League side and cross river neighbours Newcastle United. 

The Stoke-born defender amassed over 130 top-flight appearances for the Magpies over a six year spell and was part 

of Alan Pardew's side who claimed a surprise fifth-place finish in 2011/12. 

Prior to his spell at Newcastle, Williamson made just shy of 200 appearances for Football League sides Torquay 

United, Wycombe Wanderers and Watford. The 6ft 4in defender has earned three promotions as a player, most 

recently with United, as they claimed the 2009/10 Championship title. 

Since leaving Newcastle with 170 appearances and two goals to his name, Williamson spent two seasons at 

Wolverhampton Wanderers in the Championship before moving to League One side Oxford United last season, 

making 17 appearances in all competitions. 

After leaving Oxford, Williamson joined up to train with the Heed in pre-season before being offered a contract at 

the club soon after. In January 2019, Williamson was named as an official player-coach as part of new Heed manager 

Ben Clark's coaching team. 

The defender was named as the club's player-manager in the summer of 2019, returning with Ian Watson as his 

assistant. Williamson guided the club to the National League North play-off semi-final in his first season in charge, 

and had his side within reach of the play-off places prior to the cancellation of the following season. 

Danny GREENFIELD – Midfielder Greenfield joined the Heed on a one-year deal in July 2019 after a successful trial 

period with the club. 

The midfielder impressed during pre-season appearances against Consett and Hebburn Town which led to player-

manager Mike Williamson handing the youngster a first-team contract. The teenager spent time with Manchester 

United up to under-13 level before joining Barnsley, who he remained with until the summer of 2019 as an academy 

player. Greenfield made 13 appearances during the 2020/21 season following a loan spell at Matlock Town, and re-

signed for the 2021/22 campaign. 

Jack HUNTER – Midfielder Hunter joined The Heed for the second time in his career in the summer of 2020, ahead 

of the 2020/21 season. 

The midfielder first arrived at the International Stadium ahead of the 2018/19 season after leaving Newcastle 

United, and played a part in guiding Ben Clark's side to a top-half finish before an enforced demotion. 

Hunter spent the 2019/20 season with neighbours Blyth Spartans, making 31 appearances and scoring once across 

all competitions. He made 14 appearances in Gateshead colours during the 2020/21 season and was one of a 

number to re-sign ahead of the 2021/22 campaign. 

Greg OLLEY – Midfielder Attacking midfielder Greg Olley signed for the Heed after a successful trial in 2018/19 which 

saw him score five goals in one and a half matches. 

Immediately after netting twice against Newcastle Benfield at the International Stadium, the former Newcastle 

United youngster signed a one-year deal at the Club. 

After leaving Newcastle's Academy, Olley joined Hull City where he would go on to make his professional debut in a 

3-1 League Cup victory over Exeter City, playing the full 90-minutes. 

The following season he would make his second senior appearance for the Tigers, as they were beaten 2-0 by 

Doncaster Rovers in the League Cup. 

The midfielder then agreed a new one-year deal with the club in July 2019, recording a club-leading tally of 15 assists 

as well as netting seven goals during the 2019/20 season. 

Olley made 16 appearances during the 2020/21 season and signed on for a fourth season on Tyneside ahead of the 

following campaign. 



 

Connor PANI – Midfielder The midfielder put pen to paper on a two-year contract with the club in July 2021 

following a spell with Gateshead FC Academy. 

Pani made a number of pre-season appearances ahead of the 2021/22 season – one that will be his first in 

professional football. 

Dan WARD – Midfielder Ward joined The Heed on a one-year deal in October 2020. 

Ward spent the first half of the 2019/20 with local rivals Spennymoor Town after departing Middlesbrough in 2019, 

making 16 appearances before returning to full-time football with Irish Premier Division outfit St. Patrick’s Athletic. 

The midfielder went on to make seven appearances for St Pats before the season was curtailed, and he joined 

Gateshead ahead of the 2020/21 season, going on to make nine appearances. Ward was one of a number of players 

to re-sign with the club for the 2021/22 season. 

Paul BLACKETT – Forward Signed with the Heed after spending time on trial with the club in pre-season of 2019/20 

and appeared as a substitute in the pre-season opener against Middlesbrough. 

Blackett is a product of Newcastle United’s academy setup and also spent time with Sheffield United as a youngster 

before returning to the North-East with Heaton Stannington and Newcastle Benfield. 

The forward re-signed ahead of the 2020/21 campaign and spent the early portion of the season on loan with Blyth 

Spartans, scoring six goals in 10 games before being recalled, although the season was curtailed shortly afterwards. 

Blackett signed a one-year deal ahead of the 2021/22 season. 

Adam CAMPBELL – Forward penned a deal on Tyneside until the end of the 2021/22 season in May 2021. 

The 26-year-old originally joined on loan from Newcastle United in January 2015, scoring three goals in eight 

National League appearances. 

Campbell has made over 100 appearances in the Football League with Notts County, Morecambe & Carlisle United 

and most recently spent two seasons at Darlington where he scored 22 goals in 60 appearances. 

Nelson OGBEWE* - Forward The striker signed his first professional contract with the club over the summer and is 

currently on loan at neighbours Hebburn Town.He spent the 2020/21 season playing within the club’s academy 

system and scored against Stockton Town and Eccleshill United in the FA Youth Cup. Ogbewe made one first team 

appearances last season, coming off the bench in a 3-2 FA Trophy defeat against Farsley Celtic. 

Macaulay LANGSTAFF – Forward Macaulay Langstaff made the move to Tyneside for the second time in his career in 

August 2020, having first signed for the club from Billingham Synthonia in February 2017. 

Langstaff made five National League appearances during the 2017/18 season and was sent out on loan to Billingham 

Synthonia and Blyth Spartans before departing Gateshead for York at the season’s culmination. 

The forward had a brief second loan spell with Blyth last season, and also appeared for Bradford (Park Avenue) on 

loan in the second half of the 2018/2019 season. Langstaff scored four goals in 16 appearances during the 2020/21 

season and signed a one-year contract extension ahead of the 2021/22 campaign. 

Cedwyn SCOTT – Forward The striker arrived having spent the latter half of the 2020/21 season with EFL League Two 

side Carlisle United, where he made seven substitute appearances. 

 Scott enjoyed a rich vein of goalscoring form in the early part of last season with Northern League Division One side 

Hebburn Town, scoring 22 goals in 17 appearances across all competitions. 

Scott previously appeared for Dunston UTS following spells with Scottish clubs Dundee, Berwick Rangers and Forfar 

Athletic. 

 

 

*currently out on loan 
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Player Interview – Michael Pearson 

In this interview we talk to Dunston UTS FC's midfielder dynamo Michael Pearson as he makes his recovery back 

from the injury that has kept him out of action since pre-season 2020/21. 

Having joined Dunston UTS FC back in 2015, he has gone on to become a solid, reliable and hardworking midfielder. 

With over 100 appearances for the club, he was influential in Dunston UTS FC's Northern League title win in the 

2018/19 season. Having sustain an injury away to Newcastle Benfield during pre-season, we catch up with the player 

as he makes his recovery. 

You’ve been out since pre-season with the injury you picked up away to Newcastle Benfield. How frustrating has it 

been for you not being able to play? 

It’s been really frustrating! Especially when the lads were still playing and I was watching from the side-line, not able 

to do anything that has got to be the worst feeling in football. 

 

The last two seasons before this one, Dunston UTS FC have gone on some impressive runs in The FA Cup. The 

2018/19 seen us face Gateshead in the 4th qualifying round in front of over 2,500 fans, in what was an 

outstanding season, that must have been some experience as a player, the match live on TV, a load of build-up in 

the press. The F.A. Cup is still massive, particularly for clubs and players at this level. How does that game rank as 

one of the biggest games of your career? 

That’s right up there! I think that season as a whole was incredible but that cup run was something else, we played 

teams from higher leagues just about every round and had some really good wins on the way to that Gateshead 

game. 

I remember the Chester game being a bit of a thriller that we managed to win 4-3 if I remember correctly. The buzz 

grew after every round and then when we drew Gateshead, I think that was the game everyone wanted. It was a 

massive game for the area and there was a real buzz about the place! Even though we ended up getting beat I still 

have fond memories of the day and that was one of the best occasions I have been involved in in football. 



 A lot of that was down to the partnership you and Jake Stafford formed in the middle of the park. I remember 

when Swaz came in and you were playing full back but over the last few seasons you’ve developed into a solid 

central midfielder, made the position your own and become a key player for Dunston. How much do you think 

you’ve developed in that time? 

We have always had a good team mentality and everyone is willing to work hard for one another, which for me has 

been the key to our success and is the way Dunston have been for a number of years. It’s something I always make 

sure I do and I pride myself on giving 100% effort always. 

I think Jake and I did have good partnership that season, I think we definitely bring the best out of each other and 

again I put that mainly just down to hard work. 

In terms of my own development I think I have definitely enjoyed the move from fullback to midfield and enjoy being 

able to get involved more in the game and I think I’m a better player for that, basically as long as it doesn’t involve 

shooting, I’ll do a job anywhere. 

 

The 2019/19 season Dunston UTS FC won The League title by 17 points, an amazing achievement, what made that 

season the success that it was? 

That season was probably the best season I’ve ever been involved with in non-league football, to win a league as 

competitive as The Northern League by 17 points just goes to show what an achievement it was! I think it was all 

down to how good the team spirit was that season and we are all good mates on and off the pitch. The wins on the 

pitch and the nights out were equally good and it was a pleasure to be a part of! The highlight of the season being 

the FA cup run and the buzz around the place and being the talk of the town. And it was incredible to play in front of 

the 2500 people that turned out to watch and even though we got beat by Gateshead that was one of the most 

enjoyable days I’ve had at Dunston! 

On the Coach back from games, who is the worst player to get control of the music selection and best back of the 

bus DJ? 

Well it’s normally Scrappy (Liam Thear) in control of the tunes and I think he does a pretty good job. Fitzy (Mark 

Fitzpatrick) likes to get the rave on, which I don’t mind and I know the committee are big fans of that as well, but 

that’s basically the only two that really step up.  
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