WELCOME!
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our visitors this afternoon as Colne FC provide the opposition for
our second Pitching In Northern Premier League N/West Division Match of the 2020-21 season.
The Players, Team Management, Officials and supporters of our opponents are most welcome after making the long
and testing journey from East Lancashire.
The two Clubs met on three occasions before the cancellation of proceedings last season and were very closely
matched in each one of those games. Colne were the visitors to the UTS Stadium in early October in the FA Cup and a
late winner by South Shields bound Sefton Gonzales saw the Reds progress by three goals to two. Dunston made the
journey to the Sovereign Play Stadium on a January evening when the weather was absolutely atrocious but the teams
made light of the conditions to produce a good match which Dunston won 1 – 0 with Michael Pearson heading a late
winner. The return League Match back at Dunston at the end of February ended up a 2 – 2 draw as goals by Michael
Hall and Mark Fitzpatrick claimed another point for the hosts.
We’d also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this afternoon, Adam Nichol who travels from Ashington
and his Assistant Referees Daniel Ranson from Blaydon and Cameron Atkins from Holystone near Whitley Bay.
Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Regulations. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure the safety
of everyone.
Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to the UTS Stadium this
afternoon. If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any
Management Committee Member. Details of Season Tickets, Executive Package, Club Merchandise, Concessions and
Sponsorship Opportunities can be obtained by visiting www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship or from any Club
Official or at the Club Office.
Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game.
The Editor

As directed by Durham Football Association Saturday’s game will be limited to 200 paying spectators. To
fully comply with Covid 19 guidelines and NHS Track and Trace directives the following procedures will be
implemented at the UTS Stadium. Please access our website to view our full Risk Assessment.

ENTRY to GROUND
Entry will be via the car park pay gates only.
TRACK and TRACE will be in operation - it would help if spectators could download the NHS Covid19 app on
to their phone as posters will be available from which to download your details via the app direct to NHS.
The app can be downloaded on to your phone via instructions from covid19.nhs.uk/help-downloading.
Manual recording will also take place.
Support re accessing the NHS App will also be provided.
The app can be downloaded to your phone by visiting:
https://covid19.nhs.uk/
The Clubs latest Covid-19 risk assessment document is available:
http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/documents/new-covid-report/145.pdf
All Spectators, officials etc MUST wear a face mask. Masks will be available on the gate to be sold at cost
price.
ENTRY to BAR
Entry will be via the ground bottom gate. As you will have been registered for Track and Trace on entry to
the ground there will be no need to register in the bar. Face masks should be worn in the bar when not
drinking. Numbers allowed in the bar are limited but you are able to drink outside using plastic glasses.
Purchase of drinks will be via waiter/waitress service only from both inside the bar and outside the bar.
When entering the ground from the bar you must use the pay gate and display your entry ticket.

Earlier in the week we spoke to Club Chairman Malcolm James to discuss the current ground
improvements underway at The UTS Stadium.
As people who were here last Saturday will have noticed, there have been a few changes to The UTS
Stadium. We have had to do internal work to improve the standard and size of the Officials changing
rooms. We’ve got two new Portacabins which have come in; one is going to be for the Gents outside toilets
and another one which is going to be for the new Club shop.
The Club shop is growing bigger and bigger and more popular on match days and everything in there is also
available on-line through our website and social media platforms. We’ve also got a medical room which is a
requirement of the ground grading standards, where you to have a medical room away from the changing
rooms, and obviously it can’t be too far away, so we’ve positioned it as close as possible to the main
changing rooms. We’re finishing everything off hopefully this week in that area.
We’ve made changes to The Tommy Cooney Stand, particularly spectator standing behind the dug outs.
We’d identified a problem as spectators were unable to see above the dug-outs on the bottom tier. We’re
busy re-sizing the standing and increasing visibility.
Another major thing we’re doing this week is improving the lamps to increase the Lux value on the
floodlights. Presently they’re only 120 LUX, which was the requirement when we were in the Northern
League. Stepping up a League, we’ve had to increase the LUX value to 200. Hopefully that will bring us up
to date with our current ground improvements and from there we can push on and see what happens this
season. Who knows, next season we may have to do something else at the end of this season, but at least
we’re more or less there for the start of this season.
We’ve really made these changes with spectators in mind. We’d really love to see more people in the
community come along and give us their support. We did notice a good crowd on Saturday, although there
was something out in the press and media asking people not to come along and support grass roots sport.
We’ve got a ground capacity of 2,500, we’re allowed 200 in at the moment, so there’s ample room for
people to maintain Social distancing guidelines. We’ve got sanitisers all around the Stadium, we’re
operating a track and trace system, we’ve got ensured the seats within the stands and around the stadium
are distanced correctly and we’ve worked very hard to ensure that The UTS Stadium is a safe environment
so you’ve got no fears in coming down to watch and support us.
This season, we’ve kept our Supporters in mind again. We’ve not increased the cost of Season tickets
which are priced at £100 for adults and £50 for Under 16’s and concessions. This covers 19 games in The
Pitching-In Northern Premier League at home this season and works out at about £5/£2.50 per game.
We’re offering excellent value for money.
Our uptake on season ticket renewals has been excellent, we’d like to thank those who have renewed this
season for their continued support. We urge our supporters and those within the area to really get behind
us this season. It really does mean an awful lot to the players when they have a good win, like we did on
Saturday against Marine, and are clapped off the field for their performance. It adds an excellent
atmosphere within the ground and is a reward to all those at the club.
I’d like to commend those on the Committee who have worked tirelessly and done a lot of work over the
past months and weeks to get everything ready for this season. We’re a Family club and we’d like to
encourage people to come along and give us a try this season. We’re on your doorstep and would happily
welcome you to The UTS Stadium this season

In this interview we talk to Terry Galbraith. Tez returned to the UTS Stadium this summer having spent 7
seasons at Darlington FC. His signing was seen by many as a major coup, as Chris Swailes began
strengthening his squad for this season.

We got off to a fantastic start to the season with a 2-1 win against Marine on Saturday, what were you
thoughts on how the game went?
I thought the game was pretty evenly matched between the 2 sides but I thought we just done enough to
deserve the 3 points over the 90minutes. They were a pretty well organised side, so it was good confidence
for us to come away with the win going into the next one on Saturday.

You scored on your debut with a very well taken penalty, big pressure moment in the game, then Liam’s
pulled off a brilliant save at the end to ensure the win, the pair of you must be happy with your
performances.
Yeah well to be honest I probably wouldn’t have taken it had Fitzy of been on, but I’ve taken penalty’s
plenty of times in the past and I’d always fancy taking one given the opportunity.
Liam’s presence was massive for us, particularly in later stages, when they were throwing everything at us.
He got us over the line in the end. I think everyone who was involved put in a performance on Saturday,
including the subs, who came on and changed the game for us and gave us something a little different.

As expected it was a tough game on Saturday, Marine are one of the top sides in this League and we’ve
got two tough games coming up against Colne and Ossett Utd.
We knew Saturday was going to be very tough and to be honest I think most games will be. If we apply
ourselves like that in each game we play in, then I’m sure we will continue to win a lot more games.

With the Club having to withdraw from this seasons F.A. Cup, which I’d imagine was hugely
disappointing to say the least for the lads in the dressing room, do you think that allows you all to fully
focus on the a successful league campaign this season and could it even give you an advantage?
Everyone was obviously gutted what happened but that wasn’t in control so we had to quickly forget about
it and focus on the next game coming up. Although it was a massive disappointment, I always say you get
judged on your league position come the end of the season and not so much cup runs so hopefully we can
keep winning games and finish as high as possible

You’ve spent years at Darlington playing in front of some really big crowds, with passionate supporters,
how much does that help players to do well when you’ve got that level of support behind you and have
you got a message for the Dunston supporters for this season?
Yeah it’s massive, the more fans get behind a team usually results in better performances at any level of
football. I just say to keep supporting us throughout the season as we and the club need it and I’m sure
come the end of it they’ll be proud of the effort the lads have put in every week.

FOR DETAILS ON OUR FULL RANGE OF SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
2020/21 SEASON PLEASE VISIT: http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship

Dunston Football Club History
The club first saw the light of day in 1975 as a humble works outfit when former Chairman, John Thompson, with
some of his colleagues at HMSO on the Team Valley Trading Estate, decided to form a football team. The club joined
the Newcastle City Amateur League playing at the Civil Service Sports Ground, Longbenton.
Early success inspired the club to progress and a piece of land was leased from Gateshead M.B.C. and the committee
began to develop what is now the UTS Stadium.
The club were now gaining much success in the Northern Combination and with aspirations to progress further they
approached the Federation Brewery to become the club’s main sponsor. With the Federation Brewery as their main
sponsor the club joined the Wearside League in 1987 and after another period of success the club felt a need to seek
new opportunities and an application was made to join the prestigious Northern League. The club had now realised
one of its main ambitions and entered the National Pyramid of Non-League Football. In its second season in the
Northern League the club won the Second Division and was promoted to the First Division.
Since joining the Northern League the club has won the Second Division, been First Division Champions twice,
League Cup winners on five occasions and JR Cleator Cup winners on five occasions. Included in these successes
were back to back First Division title winners and League Cup winners in seasons 2003/2004 and 2004/2005. A
magnificent achievement.
Season 2007/2008 had seen the club lose the word Brewery from its name as sadly it lost the main sponsor. After a
period of 18 years of continuous sponsorship the Federation Brewery was taken over by Scottish and Newcastle
Breweries who continued to sponsor the club for a further two seasons and after a period of twenty years the club
had lost its main sponsor and had no association with a brewery. In our hour of need two new companies became
involved with the club to partially compensate for the loss of our main sponsor.
Dunston Van and Truck Centre became our home shirt sponsor and Astley Signs became our away shirt sponsor.
Both companies are still with us at the present time. Season 2008/2009 a company, UTS Engineering (Utility
Technology Services), became involved by sponsoring the player’s travel and training kit and during the close season
of 2009/2010 they kindly agreed to become the club’s principal sponsor.
The club name was changed from Dunston Federation F.C. to Dunston UTS F.C, the name of the ground was changed
to the UTS Stadium and company owner, Mr. Shaun Sadler became Club President.
On the 2nd April 2016 Dunston UTS celebrated their 1000th Northern League game. Prior to kick off on behalf of the
club Malcolm James received an engraved plate from Northern League President George Courtney.
Building on the new-found momentum, Dunston continued in the same vein in the following season with a great run
in the FA Cup, going out in the final Qualifying Round to National League neighbours Gateshead in front of a record
crowd of 2,525 at the UTS Stadium.
The Club finished the 2018/2019 season as convincing Champions of the Northern League First Division, seventeen
points ahead of their nearest rivals. Promotion ensued to the Northern Premier N/West Division but FA Regulations
dictated that the Club Playing Name must not include any reference to a sponsor so the “UTS” was reluctantly
dropped from the Club title before the new season.
Over the years the club has always recognised that success on the field must be coupled with success and hard work
off the field and the efforts of the people behind the scenes at the UTS Stadium has ensured that the stadium is a
credit to the club. Many of the committee of the club have been involved since it was founded in 1975, some as
former players and some as management on the playing side.
It is a tribute to their commitment and hard work that the club has become one of the most successful in the North
East.

Dunston FC would like to offer their sincere thanks to the following Honorary Vice
Presidents and Companies for their valued support.
Mr. John Adamson - Lancastrian Banqueting & Conference Centre.
Mr. Dave Cummings - Dunston Van & Truck Centre.
Mr. David Foggin - Spencer House Construction.
Mr. Dave Forrester - Astley Signs.
Mr. Paul Hogg - Murray Hogg.
Mr. Alan Bell - Gateshead Bearings.
Mr. Kevin Hodgson - Brown and Hood.
Mr. Paul King - Heating Components.
Mr. Martin Rankin - M. Rankin Funeral Director.
Mr. Craig Firth - Gastech.
Mr. Ben Riley - First Mortgage N.E.
Mr. Tom Newton - TMP Motor Products.
Mr. John Smart - Smart Highway Solutions.
Club Officials
Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague.
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James.
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott.
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler.
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin.
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin.
Press Officer - Mr. William. Montague
Dunston FC Development Committee - Mr Billy Irwin, Mr Tony Cleugh and Mr Danny Whalen.
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague.
Official Club photographer and videographer - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson and Mrs Helen Rocks.
Covid Officer - Mr. Graham Heslop.
Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm,
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough,
Mr. Fred Foulis, Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars,
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh.
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen
Life Members
Mr. John Smart.
Mr. George Spraggon.

Manager:

Chris Swailes

Manager Nathan Rooney

Asst Manager: Ben Sherwood

Asst Manager: Damian Sweeney

Sports Physio: Ian Murray

Coach: Kyle Hall
G/K Coaches: Chris Kirkland and Steve Petty
Physio: Ash Rangooney

Playing Squad

Playing Squad

Liam Connell

Hakan Burton

Andrew Clark

Ben Unsworth

Callum Elliott

Lee Pugh

Dan Halliday

Alex Coleman (Capt)

Terry Galbraith

Tom Dean

Dan Capewell

Tom Brown

Michael Hall

Harry Cannon-Noren

Craig Scott (Capt)

Alex Dodd

Ursene Mouanda

Sam O’Halleron

Luke Page

Reece Webb-Foster

Michael Pearson

Aiden Chippendale

Liam Thear

Waqas Azam

Jake Stafford

Mamadou Djabi

Scott Heslop

Charlie Russell

Mark Fitzpatrick

Billy Hasler-Cregg

Liam Brooks

Alexander Samizadah

Mechack Kanda

Michael Tetteh

Jack Elliott

Spencer Jordan
Tom Goodwin
Chris Kirkland
Max Landau
Jamie Cooke

Match Officials: Referee:
Assistant:

Adam Nichol (Ashington)

Daniel Ranson (Blaydon) Assistant: Cameron Atkins (Whitley Bay)

Dunston FC Honours

Pictured

(top) Michael Laws (bottom) Steven Preen. Images courtesy of Ken Fitzpatrick

North/West Division Table

Details on our up-coming fixtures can be found at: http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/fixtures-results

Dunston FC vs Marine 19th September 2020
Pitching In Senior North West Division
Dunston get their season off to an excellent start
with a well-earned 2-1 win at home to Marine AFC.

Despite trailing to an excellent Niall Cummins goal on
40 minutes, with blue shirts around him the
dangerous forward caught the ball well on the half
volley on the edge of the box to loop the ball past
Connell, it was a first half that never really got going.
However, the home side’s second half performance
showed how good of a side Chris Swailes has
engineered for this season.

Dunston deservedly levelled the game on 64
minutes, as Marine’s attempts to remove the
danger failed on more than one occasion, a
Luke Page cross was headed away by David
Raven but fell to Jake Stafford, majestically
striking the ball on the volley from 25 yards
out, his venomous effort rattled the cross bar
and with Marine keeper Mendes seemingly
perplexed as the location of the ball, and the
crossbar still reverberating, last season’s top
scorer Mark Fitzpatrick reacted far quicker than
the Marine defenders to get to the loose ball
and knock the ball back across as the
scrambling defender deflected the ball into his
own net. In typical centre forward style, Fitzy
claimed it. “I was the only one there, so it’s
mine”. Fair enough.
Pictured right – Last season’s leading scorer
Mark Fitzpatrick who levelled the scores on
the 63rd minute.
The home side were rightly awarded a penalty
on 82 minutes, Liam Thear cynically pulled
down in the box having skipped past three
defenders like a Gazelle on a trampoline. Terry
Galbraith stepped up to the spot to send the
keeper the wrong way with nonchalantly taken
penalty. Dunston’s second half performance
merited their lead, the home side hassled and
pressed endlessly throughout the second half,
playing the ball on the deck created issues for Marine, who had previously coped well with aerial balls against
Dunston forward line.

As much as Marine created chances towards the end, Niall Cummins going close with an overhead kick and Adam
Hughes narrowly missing a sliding effort at the back post in the dying embers of an entertaining second half, Dunston
were worthy winners.
Marine’s keeper Mendes was shown a red card after the game, remonstrating with the Officials, for reasons
unbeknownst to most, in a performance that conjured up a moment of true comedy value for the home supporters
gathered, with the keeper feigning a spectacular back injury, in which he appeared to act like a Man who had been
bitten by a venomous Snake, despite John Thompson’s spectacular efforts to have the pitch looking immaculate, one
can only surmise that the removal of venomous snakes from the pitch may have been neglected during a somewhat
hectic week for the good people at the Club, hard working Men and Women who spend hours of their free time
ensuring that The UTS Stadium is in perfect condition for what is hopefully an excellent season ahead.
Speaking to Manager Chris Swailes after the game, he had this to say on the game:
“I thought it was an excellent win against a good side who I think will be up towards the top end of the table this
season”. “We’ve not trained as a group for 14 days, for obvious reasons, so to put in a performance like we did
today, I’m delighted”.
“In the first half they coped with what we had, particularly up top, we’ve got options and we had two forwards
sitting on the bench. The introduction of Scrappy and Brooksy changed the game. I’ve still got Michael Pearson and
Mechack Kanda to come back into the squad, so competition for places wise, it’s a good position to be in”.
Club Captain Craig Scott also gave his summary on the match:
“Over the moon to get a good start, it was really important to get 3 points against Marine, who we know are a good
side from last season having played them 3 times, that makes it even better for me so I’m really happy".
"It was definitely a game of two halves, I think they probably edged the first half and we never really got going,
Marine deservedly went in 1-0, but second half we came alive and they never really got going, we’ve scored Fitzys
goal and if Staffy had of scored that we’d have never heard the end of it to be honest, I’m pleased Fitzy scored, then
obviously a great pen by Tez to make it 2-1".
“Today was one of those classic NPL games, we would’ve probably lost that one last year, but we’ve taken the
learnings from last season in those gritty games, where there’s long balls and you’re heading it, it’s more of a scrap
than anything else and I’m pleased that we came out on top this time”.
Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Man of the Match
Ursene Mouanda.
Ursene continues to impress everyone at Dunston, and it’s clear to see that the talented player is enjoying his
football at the moment. You’d struggle to find a moment during the game where he was physically overpowered by
an opponent, his energy, strength and intelligence were intrinsic in his side’s excellent win.
Ursene Mouanda is kindly sponsored by:
Home shirt - First Mortgage NE
Away shirt Training kit Match report by Dan Whalen Twitter: @DWhalen78
Match Photography provided by Kelvin Shell at Beauty Time Photography and Ken Fitzpatrick

Match highlights courtesy of Ken Fitzpatrick at Dunston FC (subscribe to our channel on YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/c/DunstonUTSFootballClub

DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2020 / 2021
LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper) Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. A key
member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an amazing eight seasons
with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several successful campaigns before
going out on loan to Darlington last season.
Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper) Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell with the
Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He brings a wealth of
experience and provides excellent cover in goal.
Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell
Away sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp
Training kit sponsor – Luke and Ken Fitzpatrick
CALLUM ELLIOTT (Defender) Callum has tremendous potential to carve out a great career after coming to
Dunston at the start of the 2017-18 season from Spennymoor Town. He gained some valuable experience
at Huddersfield Town before his release.
Home sponsor - Mr Billy Park
Away sponsor - Beauty Time Photography
Training kit sponsor – ROAR Pet Supplies
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very accomplished central defender who transferred to Dunston from
Bedlington Terriers four seasons ago. He turned in some great defensive displays last season as he gains
more experience at a higher level.
Home sponsor – Mr Jimmy Souley
Away sponsor - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator
Training kit sponsor – Mrs Christina Shell
MICHAEL HALL (Defender) Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 2017-18
season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender brings experience
and confidence to the heart of the back-line.
Home sponsor - Penalty Box
Away sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars

CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle Benfield in
October 2018 to bolster the back-line. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having
previously enjoyed two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town while working in the London area.
Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season
Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Training kit sponsor DANIEL HALLIDAY (Defender) Strong defender in his sixth season with the Club, Dan has established
himself as an integral part of the team. He is a product of the excellent Gateshead Academy and also
gained valuable early Northern League experience at Birtley Town.
Home sponsor - Pat McElhone
Away sponsor - Mr Alan Stott
Training kit sponsor - Available
TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 season after
a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key member of the Dunston UTS
team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining Darlington to further his playing career.
“Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team and played over 250 games for them, scoring
around sixty goals in the process.
Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from Consett
AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael is a very popular
member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt.
Home sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden
Training kit sponsor - Available
LUKE PAGE (Midfield) A competitive midfielder, Luke signed for Dunston at the beginning of last season
from Northern League side Sunderland RCA where he forged a reputation for being one of the most
talented central midfielders in The Northern League. Dunston manager Chris Swailes was delighted to land
one of his prime targets at that time.
Home sponsor - Mick Page- Page Powder Coatings
Away sponsor - Riley and Blake Davison
Training kit sponsor - Available

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. Re-joined
the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work commitment problems
that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the Dunston team that lifted the Northern
League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season.
Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components
Training kit sponsor – Urban Flower Rooms
URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A product of
the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and Kilmarnock. He made a
positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and much is expected from him in the
coming season.
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club
Training kit sponsor – Impact Bathrooms
JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at Hebburn
Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United Academy then Consett AFC before
moving to Dunston. Jack is another player who had to solve the problem of work commitments before
returning to the Club.
Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio
Training kit sponsor - Available
LIAM THEAR (Forward) Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint at the
Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who has finally fully
recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against Gateshead in October 2018.
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub
MECHACK KANDA (Forward) Recent acquisition from Newcastle Benfield, Mechack is an honest player
who gives everything for the team. Manager Chris Swailes was delighted to sign him prior the start of the
season having already coached him as a member of the Gateshead College side that won the National Cup.
Previously with Gateshead FC and South Shields FC.
Home sponsor – Mr Billy Park
Away sponsor - GPS Gateshead Property Services
Training kit sponsor - Available

LIAM BROOKS (Forward) Liam is a tall, skillful forward player who transferred from Whitley Bay prior to
start of the 2018-19 season. He is developing into an outstanding striker as he learns to take advantage of
his considerable physical attributes. Joined Whitley Bay in December 2016 from Alnwick Town.
Home sponsor - Jack Hunter
Away sponsor - Steve Jackson and Gary Johnson
Training kit sponsor - Available
SCOTT HESLOP (Forward) Hard-working forward who joined Dunston ahead of the 2016-17 season from
Chester-le-Street Town where he was a prolific goal-scorer. Scott ended up as Dunston’s top-scorer in his
debut season at the UTS Stadium. He was voted Player of the Year in 2019-20.
Home sponsor – Mr Ian McPherson
Away sponsor - Mr Malcolm James
Training kit sponsor - Available
MARK FITZPATRICK (Forward) Prolific goal-scorer who came to Dunston UTS from neighbours Whickham
FC at the start of the 2017-18 season. Top-scorer in his first three seasons and Northern League top-scorer
and League Player of the Year in the 2018-19 season. Mark is a grafter for the team and has previous
playing experience at Whickham AFC, Tow Law Town and Ryton & Crawcrook Albion.
Home sponsor - TMP Motor Products
Away sponsor - Kitchens 27 and Interiors
Training kit sponsor - Impact Bathrooms
CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead and Blyth Spartans
before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted the FA Vase in 2012. He then moved
on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to more Wembley success, scoring in the outstanding
Wembley Final victory over the much fancied Hereford Football Club.
Sponsored by - Billy Irwin Snr
IAN MURRAY (Physio) The Club was delighted to welcome back Ian after one season’s absence due to
business constraints. He is a top-notch Therapist who brings great expertise to this most vital position in
the Club.
Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague

BEN SHERWOOD (Coach) Ben joined the Club the season before last to keep a close eye on our
goalkeepers and is also very keen to get involved on the fitness and dietary requirements of the whole
squad.
Sponsored by – Mr Frank Rankin

WAQAS AZAM (DEFENDER) Started his football career at Burnley and upon his release moved to the
NWCFL with Nelson where he was outstanding and captained the team at 18 years old. This attracted the
attention of bigger clubs and it earned Waqas a move to Conference North team Chorley. Has been part of
Chorley’s play-off squads for two seasons. Joined the Reds in the summer of 2017 and has showed his
ability and athleticism. Can play either full back or wing back role.
TOM BROWN (MIDFIELD) Another summer 2020 capture from Radcliffe, hardworking and aggressive
central midfielder.
HAKAN BURTON (GOALKEEPER) Started his career at Liverpool and Shrewsbury. A summer 2017 signing
from Conference North team Curzon Ashton where he starred for three years. Big commanding keeper
that has added quality and experience to the Reds defence.
AIDAN CHIPPENDALE (FORWARD) Exciting direct attacking player who has a great attitude. Vastly
experienced at NPL and Conference North levels and had a spell in Scotland with Inverness Caledonia
Thistle. Summer 2019 capture from Ossett United.
ALEX COLEMAN (DEFENDER) Signed in 2014-15 having being released by Burnley where he captained the
U21 team and captained them in the FA Youth Cup semi-final v Blackburn Rovers. Can play centre half or
full back. A good reader of the game and part of the NWCFL Premier League winning squad and both NPL
play off squad’s.
BILLY HASLER-CREGG (MID FIELD) Young exciting prospect who is a very rapid and direct wide player.
Hoping to bring plenty of assists to the team. Burnley academy player for 10 years and a pro contract
player with Rochdale also has NWCFL experience with Congleton.
JAMIE COOKE (MIDFIELD) Tricky, fast and energetic 18 year old from Fleetwood Town.
Already a fan favourite
TOM DEAN (DEFENDER) Vastly experienced central defender signed from Hyde United summer 2020.
NPL experience with F C United and Mossley, always a threat at set pieces.

MAMADOU DJABI (FORWARD) Hard working and powerful forward who came through the ranks at
Fleetwood enjoying his second season at Colne.
ALEX DODD (MIDFIELD) 20 year old midfielder who loves a tackle having previously been at both
Blackpool and Fleetwood academies.
HARRY CANNON-NOREN (DEFENDER) 21 year old defender with a strong right foot, a summer 2020
capture from Morecambe. Has NPL loan experience with Droylsden and
Runcorn Linnets.
TOM GOODWIN (GOAL KEEPER) Tall commanding keeper looking to challenge for the number one
position.
JACK GOODEN (MIDFIELD) Exciting 17 year old local lad previously with AFC Fylde.
SAM O’HALLERON (FORWARD) Energetic and hard working striker signed from Fleetwood where he
signed a pro contract in May 2019. Looking to make an immediate impact at NPL level.
JONNY HODGKINSON (DEFENDER) Local lad returning from long term injury, enjoying his third spell at the
club. Always a threat at set pieces
REECE WEBB-FOSTER (FORWARD) Came through the Bradford City academy with loan spells at Bradford
P A and Guiseley. In his third spell at the club but recent seasons were blighted by injury.

MAX LANDAU (MIDFIELD) The 23 year old joined Colne after a successful campaign in America playing for
Lander University, South Carolina.
LEE PUGH (DEFENDER) Experienced left back who has bags of experience at a higher level having played
for both Chester City and Curzon Ashton in season 2014-15. His cavalier runs down the left could well
provide ammunition for the Colne forwards. Part of the NWCFL Premier League winning squad and both
NPL play off squads Manager’s and players’ player of the year for 2016-17. His brother Marc is a
professional at QPR.
CHARLIE RUSSELL (MIDFIELD) Summer 2020 capture from Clitheroe where he captained the team to a
sixth place finish, lively character with experience at Stockport County and Lancaster City.
JORDAN SPENCER (FORWARD) Now 30 this local lad returns for another spell at The Lion’s Den. Strong
and aggressive front man.
MICHAEL TETTEH (MIDFIELD) Aggressive ball winning midfielder from the Fleetwood academy. Has
experience of pro football in Sweden. Looking to make his mark at Colne.
BEN UNSWORTH (DEFENDER) 20 year old summer 2020 signing previously with Fleetwood Town and
Padiham. A hard working ball playing defender.
HARRY WINSTANLEY (DEFENDER) 19 year old central defender good aerial ability solid and confident.
Previously with Blackpool.
MANAGER: NATHAN ROONEY Appointed in the summer 2020 to replace Steve Cunningham. Has Football
League coaching experience with Crawley Town and Carlisle United together with Academy experience at
Blackburn Rovers and Fleetwood Town. Looking to impress in his first managerial role.

Pictured (above) Dunston FC midfielder Michael Pearson in action against Colne as the two sides met in The 3rd
Qualifying round of The Emirates FA Cup back in January.

Pictured (above) The Colne Red Army, massed in The Tommy Cooney Stand who brought a great atmosphere to The
UTS Stadium last season.

Pictured (above) Dunston FC’s Liam Brooks. Pictured (below) Colne FC Supporters celebrate their sides 3-2 at The
UTS Stadium.

Images courtesy of Beauty Time Photography.

Colne F.C. were formed in January 1996, by a group of like-minded people under the wing of now Life President
Dave Blacklock. The enthusiasts combined their strengths and knowledge of non-league football, and arrangements
were made for a new club to use the vacant Holt House Stadium, once used by the Dynamoes in the North West
Counties Football League Division Two.
Colne FC’s first ever competitive game was on the 17th August 1996 against Middlewich and the result ended in a 1 –
0 defeat.
The team was then managed by Keith Mason, but after his resignation soon after, Denzel Hart was appointed to the
hot seat. His first game was a 6 – 0 defeat away at Ashton Town, but just two games later Colne FC recorded their
first ever victory thumping Bacup Borough 5 – 2. The highlight of the season, coming when the reserves won the BEP
Cup at Clitheroe’s Shawbridge ground.
In the summer of 2002 James Webster took control of the club, to become the youngest chairman in the league at
the age of 24. James was a player at the club with plenty of experience and along with his father who was vice
chairman, had a strong desire to see the current side emulate the success of its predecessors.
Webster responded immediately by appointing Nigel Coates as the new manager as well as player Gary Rishton as
his number 2. Nigel had played for the Dynamoes, being in the FA Vase winning team and had experience of
management at local rivals Nelson.
Season 2003/04 brought back the glory days to Colne with a string of successes. In the League Colne had to play
catch up after a successful cup run, but ended the season 10 points clear in Division two, scoring 102 goals in their 38
games. Colne completed the double by winning the Division Two Trophy 1 – 0 over Great Harwood.
The season was capped by an amazing run in the FA Vase for a North West Counties Football League Division Two
club, they progressed all the way to the semi-finals, (via an incredible 1 – 2 away win at AFC Wimbledon) before
being defeated over two legs 4 – 3 on aggregate to AFC Sudbury.
As the season progressed attendances started to rise as the local population realised we were no longer the
whipping boys of the league, and the famous RED ARMY was formed.
In November 2013 Colne’s manager for the past 10 years Nigel Coates stepped down from the hot seat and former
Colne player Steve Cunningham was appointed manager, with another former Colne favourite Ted Cockett as his
No.2 and Coach.
Steve and Ted had ambitious plans for the club and wasted no time in bringing in a few new faces to boost the playing
squad, consolidating for the rest of the season but with big hopes and plans for the following seasons.
Season 2014-15 proved to be a year of progress in terms of league placing, with Colne finishing a creditable fourth.
Season 2015-16 proved to be the best ever in Colne FC twenty year history. The reds battled for the NWCFL Premier
title with Runcorn Linnets and Atherton Collieries with the Reds winning the title with an 81st minute goal at 1874
Northwich securing 100 points and 100 + goals upon the way. The reds also reached the final of the League Cup
before falling to Atherton.
2016-17 saw the Reds compete at level 4 for the first time in their history and finished a more than creditable 5 th and
the final play-off spot which the Reds lost in the semi-final to Farsley Celtic. The Colne fans earned many accolades
throughout the season for their fine and vocal support of the team.
The 2017-18 season saw Steve Cunningham lead his team for another tilt at the title. A new Chairman Ryan Haigh
was appointed in June 2017 and with the backing of Utility Renewals. The reds again were competitive missing out
on the final play off place on goal difference.
2018-19 saw a new era for the club with the formation of the NPL West Division. Again, Colne suffered play-off
heartache losing to a last minute extra time goal in the Semi-final at Leek Town.
2019-20 so the season null and voided due to the Covid-19 epidemic with Colne in a mid-table position. At the end of
the season long-time manager Steve Cunningham stepped down and was replaced by Nathan Rooney.
2020-21 With a new manager and back room staff in place Colne are looking forward to the new season and again
look to be a challenger in a very strong league.
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