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WELCOME 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this afternoon for this 

PITCHING-IN Northern Premier League East Division game. 

Our opponents today are CLEETHORPES TOWN FC who arrive at the UTS Stadium after their long journey from North 

Lincolnshire. “The Owls” are enjoying a very successful season in the PITCHING-IN Northern Premier League East 

Division and are currently sitting in third place in the Table. They look as if they will definitely be competing in the end-

of-season play-offs for promotion to the PITCHING-IN NPL Premier Division. 

Cleethorpes Town have made remarkable progress since the formation of their Senior Team in 2003. They started in 

the local Lincolnshire Leagues and quickly gained promotion to the North Counties East League, making rapid steps 

until a momentous season in 2016-2017. After some superb displays in the FA Vase, they reached Wembley to face 

the outstanding South Shields FC and put in a creditable performance before losing in a memorable Final. Their 

ultimate disappointment was tempered by their NCEL success as they impressively clinched the League Title and 

gained promotion to the Northern Premier League for the first time. 

Team Manager Dave Smith has continued to improve his squad since his appointment in 2018, bringing in some 

experienced players and also ensuring that he takes advantage of the Club’s excellent Junior set-up by promoting some 

of the outstanding products of Youth Academy.  

We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this afternoon. Referee Sam Packer travels from 

Middlesbrough and he is joined by his Assistant Referees Chris Steadman from the Cleveland area and Dean Whitwell 

from Saltburn-by-the-Sea. 

Todays Match day sponsors are TMP Mobile Motor Parts, of whom we would like to thank for their continued support 

over the years. 

Todays Match day mascot is Dan Scott and we hope he enjoys the experience of leading the teams out today. 

If you require any help or information about the Club or our facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any 

Management Committee Member.  

Details of Club sponsorship packages can be found at: http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

Club Merchandise can be purchased or ordered from The Club Shop within the ground.  

Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

 

The Editor 

 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship
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For the safety and enjoyment of the game, 

for all those within the ground, Dunston 

UTS FC kindly remind spectators to refrain 

from entering The UTS Stadium 

with footballs.  

 

Additionally we’d urge supporters not to 

play football within the ground, or enter the 

field of play at any time. 

 

We appreciate your co-operation. 

 

Enjoy the game. 

 



 

http://www.dnsinsurance.co.uk/


This week’s interview is courtesy of recently returning forward Sado Djalo.  

Sado grabbed nine goals in his first spell for the club earlier in the season, before securing a move to National League 

North side Blyth Spartans. However, with his starts limited under new Spartans boss Terry Mitchell, Chris Swailes has 

acted to bring Sado back to the UTS Stadium for the end of season run in. 

Sado is a real livewire in the box, and a superb poacher who has been seen on the end of numerous crosses to put in 

the finishing touches. Very much a team player, he has a superb work rate and can forge chances himself to add 

another level to his game.  

We sat down to discuss his loan move back to the UTS Stadium, as well as the all-important run in between now and 

May. 

 

Back from Blyth on an initial one month loan, how much have you enjoyed being back in the Dunston camp? 

I mean 100%, It has been great seeing them all again. They are all amazing people with clean hearts ready to help. The 

people involved in this club make you feel so good, it’s so easy to work with them. They make you feel confident in 

your ability and are so positive. 

Your return was marked with a 4-0 loss to Liversedge, despite the result it must have been nice to get back into the 

action?  

As I came off from the bench, I was excited to get on and going again. I can’t lie, it was a big loss but if we keep our 

heads down they will take advantage of that, which I think they did on the day. We know our objectives which has not 

changed, I’ve come back to help my team mates and together we will be stronger. 

 



 

We have seven games left this season and with nine goals to your name already from earlier in the season you must 

be looking to add more to your tally? 

Scoring goals is always good but now what we need most is to stick together as a team and work at the same sinfonia. 

My team mates know how I like to play and where I like to be on the pitch, so any goals I can grab will be a big help to 

our overall goal. 

The team currently sit ten points outside of the playoffs, what is the mind-set like in the dressing room right now 

with the opportunity of qualifying for them still possible? 

It’s very good, like I said before our responsibility and objectives remain the same. I think everything we are doing and 

what we have been doing so far deserves some reward at the end of the season, and I think we will fight until the last 

game to get as many points as we can. 

There’s plenty of new faces in the squad since your return, including Michael Fowler, Jude Swailes and Jake Turnbull 

– do you feel the squad is even stronger now than when you left?  

The squad looks more competitive now, Dunston always have had great players and I think the competition will only 

improve our performances. It is pushing us to be the best we can which will hopefully lead to better performances as 

a collective on the pitch. 

What would your message be to the fans with seven games to go and still all to play for? 

Our fans are amazing, they know that and we are so glad to have them with us home and away. We’ve seven games 

to go until the end and your support is more than welcome. Together we will work to provide results on the pitch to 

reward you all. VAMOS DUNSTON UTS FC! 

 

 

 

  

Interview by Dom Bingham. Images courtesy of Beauty Time Photography 
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Leading Dunston out at The UTS Stadium against Cleethorpes Town today as Mascot will be Dan Scott… 
 
Dan has been on a miraculous personal journey. Through his own determination and effort, along with the 
encouragement and support from a close knit group of mates, he has transformed his life. 
 
Suffering from depression during the first lockdown and weighing 37 stone at the time, he has managed to reduce his 
weight significantly to just shy of 24 stone, which is a remarkable achievement in such a short space of time.   
 
You'll be mascot for the Cleethorpes Town game, what are your thoughts ahead of the game.  
 

I'm excited! We've lost 2 games in a row obviously and hopefully the lads can bounce back and put on a performance 
like they did against Stockton. Either way it should be a good game.  
 
How did you end up as mascot? 
 
We have a close knit Fantasy Premier League WhatsApp group and the guys at the bottom had to perform a forfeit. 
Each season it’s been different and this year mine was to be a mascot at a football game. So here we are!  

You've achieved a remarkable personal weight loss plan, what inspired you to 
go on that journey? 
 
I mean first and foremost was the lads. In May 2020 we were about 6 weeks into 
lockdown. My mental health was probably the worst it’s ever been and I reached 
out to the group chat. The response I got, especially from my friend Sam, was 
'You’re extremely fat, sort it out'.  
 
Honestly felt a bit rude... but after some constructive talks and motivation, I 
actually started walking and even photographing all my meals to send to the chat. 
I think with no football and everyone locked at home people got completely 
behind me and wouldn't give me a day to even fall back on myself. And yeah, the 
mental health really did follow with that. 
 
 
How has it transformed your life and 

what are you now able to achieve as a result of your weight loss? 
 
My life couldn't be more different. 
The first walk I went on was around the block. It took me about 40 mins to 
walk half a km. I was sitting on the pavement every 50m maybe my back hurt 
so much. It's hard to describe how bad it was.  
 
Now it's just not even fathomable how different life is. I'm still quite big but 
the difference in my happiness, and just day to day existence is crazy. I actually 
feel like I have a life worth living. And have started to achieve things I never 
really thought I would. The biggest one had been getting my driving licence a 
couple weeks ago. 2 years ago I couldn't even fit behind the wheel to try and 
learn. 
 
Just wanted to say a massive thankyou to the lads. I know I’m being the butt 
of a joke tomorrow but without the fantasy football group and the close 
friends I have from it. I maybe would've have made it through lockdowns and 
I 100% wouldn't be the size I am today.  
 
So, thank you Archie, Ben, David, Brennan, Falcus, James, Samj, Colin, Jeff, Lee, Huzz, Simmy, Sean, Chris and Irish.  
 
Top guys and better friends.  
 
 



 

http://www.brownandhood.co.uk


 

http://www.firstmortgage.co,uk


DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2021 / 2022 
 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. 

A key member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an amazing 

eight seasons with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several successful 

campaigns before going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

 
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell 

with the Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He 

brings a wealth of experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Available 
 
  
 
MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 

2017-18 season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender 

brings experience and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home shirt sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 

 
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston 
from Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last season 
and was nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The Dunston UTS 
FC Supporters Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. (Currently on-loan at Consett AFC) 
Home shirt sponsor - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt sponsor - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
3rd shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Youth Section 
Training kit sponsor - Christina Shell. 
 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle Benfield 

in October 2018. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having previously enjoyed 

two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town. Voted Managers Player of the season 2019/20 

Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
3rd shirt sponsor – Available 
Training kit sponsor - sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 



TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 
season after a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key member 
of the Dunston UTS team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining Darlington to 
further his playing career. “Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team and played over 
250 games for them, scoring around sixty goals in the process. 
Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
CRAIG BAXTER (Defender) Described as rock solid at the back and strong going forward, Baxter’s 
signing is somewhat of a major coup for Dunston UTS FC. 
The 34 year old right back comes with of a wealth of experience, having playing higher up in leagues 
and has a proven track record of success. He was a key player for South Shields over a five season 
spell, making 188 appearances before joining Dunston UTS FC for the start of the 2021/22 season. 
Having started his football career with Newcastle United Baxter would spend 9 years with 
Gateshead FC as the club moved up the pyramid. 
 
 

Home sponsor - David 
Away sponsor – TMP Motor Products 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
 

 
Sado Djalo The 29 year old Guinea Bissau born forward caught the attention of Chris Swailes and 
Assistant Manager Jon McDonald following an impressive goal scoring start to the 2021/22 season, 
having netted 12 league goals in as many appearance for Bedlington Terriers in The Ebac Northern 
League Division 2. 
 
His previous clubs include Northern Alliance side Newcastle Chemfica and former Combined 
Counties side AC London. His footballing career had started in Portugal, playing for Regional League 
sides CDR Quarteirense and Moimenta da Beira. The Forward left for Blyth Spartans in November, 
having scored 9 goals in 12 appearances for Dunston UTS. With his game time at Croft Park limited, 

he re-joined Dunston in March on an initial 1 month loan deal. 
 

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. Re-

joined the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work 

commitment problems that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the Dunston 

team that lifted the Northern League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season.  

Jake made his 100th appearance for Dunston this season away to Lincoln United. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
3rd shirt sponsor – In Memory of Gordon Graves 

                                   Training kit sponsor –Mr Dave Boldon 
 

URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A 
product of the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and 
Kilmarnock. He made a positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and 
much is expected from him in the coming season. 
   
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 



 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from 

Consett AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael 

is a very popular member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home shirt sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
3rd shirt sponsor – Barbara Statham 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 

PHIL TURNBULL (Midfielder) Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the vastly experienced and 

talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium for the start of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing with 

either foot and is described as fiercely competitive player. Having started out at Hartlepool United 

before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth Spartans and Gateshead,  a permanent move to 

Gateshead in 2008 seen him play over 300 games for the Tynesider’s. In a 7 season spell, which 

included two successive promotions, the club eventually moved up to The National League and he 

became a firm favourite at The International Stadium before moving to Darlington in 2015 where 

he would gain promotion to The National League North in his first season. 

Home shirt sponsor – Margaret 
Away shirt sponsor – Page Powder Coatings 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor – Trades Needs 

 
JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at 

Hebburn Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United’s Academy, then 

onto Consett AFC before moving to Dunston. Jack made his 100th appearance for the club this 

season in a 2-1 away win at Frickley Athletic. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
3rd shirt sponsor – Graham Rowley 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 

 
 
 

LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint 
at the Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who 
has finally fully recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against 
Gateshead in October 2018. 
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
3rd shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 
 

 
LEE MASON (Forward) Joining Dunston UTS FC from South Shields in May of 2021, Lee Mason 
brings with him a wealth of experience. The forward had been on the radar of Dunston Manager 
Chris Swailes for some time and became the club’s third major signing ahead of the 2021/22 
season. Capable of playing anywhere across the front line, he has great strength on the ball, scores 
goals, provides assists and he rarely gives the ball away. 
Home shirt sponsor – Mr Paul Hardy 
Away shirt – Mr Bob Boustead 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit - Impact Bathrooms 

 
 



LUKE PORRITT – (Midfield) Porritt became Chris Swailes fourth signing of the 2021/22 season 
having previously played for Northern Premier League side Scarborough Athletic, before moving to 
the North East. Prior to that he had been with Hyde United and had started out as a youngster at 
Guiseley. He has had loan spells with Frickley and Ossett Albion and come with a solid pedigree of 
playing at a higher level. 
 
Home shirt sponsor – Jack Hunter 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Pat McElhone 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 

Training kit sponsor - Urban Flower Rooms 
 
 
 

RICHARD COULSON  - (Forward)  Arrived at The UTS Stadium in December 2021 from Northern 
League side Whitley Bay FC. The 27 year old striker is capable of playing anywhere across the 
front, has an eye for goal and provides good competition.  
 
Home shirt sponsor - Mr Jonathan Davies 
Away shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
3rd shirt sponsor -  Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Tom Etherington 
 
  
MICHAEL FOWLER (Forward) 20 year forward and arrives at The UTS Stadium having recently 
completed a Scholarship in The USA with Coastal Carolina Chanticleers. He started his career 
with Sunderland AFC before then moving on to Burnley, where he was a prolific scorer at youth 
level 
 
Having completed a successful scholarship with The Premier League side, he then joined 
Fleetwood Town as part of their development squad. He has had loan spells with FC United of 
Manchester, Guiseley and Bamber Bridge, before moving to the US in July 2021 
 
 
JAKE TURNBULL – (Midfield)  
Jake signed for Dunston UTS on New Years Eve 2021 from Northern League side Newcastle 
Benfield, the pacey winger has had previous spells with Ashington and Heaton Stannington. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JUDE SWAILES –  (Defender) The talented 20 year arrived at The UTS Stadium in mid January, 
having previously completed a Scholarship in The USA with Charleston College in South Carolina. 
Before moving to The States, Jude had spent 10 years at Newcastle United, coming through their 
prestigious Academy, he represented the club at both U18 and Under 23 level. Jude is the Son of 
current Dunston UTS Manager Chris Swailes. He is strong, quick, good on the ball and a natural 
defender”.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead 
and Blyth Spartans before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted 
the FA Vase in 2012. He then moved on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to 
more Wembley success, scoring in the outstanding Wembley Final victory over the much 
fancied Hereford Football Club. He was appointed as Manager during the 2016/17 
season. In the 2017/18 he guided the club to the The final of The Durham Challenge Cup 
lifted The Northern League Cup in the same season. Further success followed, winning 
Northern League title in the 2018/19 season and securing promotion to The Northern 
Premier League.  

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

 

JON MCDONALD (Assistant Manager) 

A UEFA A licensed Coach and Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in 

early March of 2021 from Northern Premier League side Morpeth Town, where he had 

held the equivalent position for three seasons. During his second spell at Craik Park, he 

had been part of two successive promotions with “The Highwaymen” and a 

Northumberland Senior Cup victory in the 2018/19 season.He brings with him a wealth 

of experience and knowledge. 

He has previously managed Blyth AFC, guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 

season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and North Shields in The Northern League. 

Sponsored by: Mr Malcolm James. 

IAN IRVING (COACH)  

Ian joined Chris Swailes' backroom staff in August of 2021. Having previously worked 

alongside Assistant Manager Jon McDonald at Blyth Town, he brings with him a wealth 

of experience. 

Ian Irving is kindly sponsored by Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

LEWIS BLACK (PHYSIOTHERAPIST) 

The 22 year joined Chris Swailes’ back room staff in July 2021 having completed 3 years 
of studying at Newcastle College University Centre, graduating with a First-Class 
Honours Degree in Exercise & Sport Rehabilitation. Alongside his studies he completed 
a three year placement at Park View Academy of Sport and was able to develop his skills 
as a practitioner.  Following on, he then became sports therapist for Chester-le-Street 
United. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

For all player kit sponsorship enquiries email dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk For full details of available 

sponsorship packages visit http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

mailto:dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk


 



 
 
 



In this interview we speak to Dunston UTS FC’s long serving and well respected Club Chairman Mr Malcolm James, as 
he gives his thoughts on the season, how he became involved with the club all thoise decades ago and how the club is 
progressing both on and off the pitch.  
 
How did you first become involved with the club? 
 
I had moved away with my work and when I returned back to Whickham a club called Whickham Sports had been 
founded and was based at the Bay Horse in Whickham. I knew a few of the lads who had founded the club and a few 
of the players. I was asked if I would like to join the committee and I had no hesitation.  The whole club was built 
around a great set of lads and the place to be on a Sunday night was the Bay Horse. 
 
How did you become Chairman? 
 
As the club progressed there was a lot of graft to be done 
and John Thompson, who was Chairman at the time, was 
heavily involved. All his time was being taken up improving 
the pitch and the stadium facilities. He asked me if I would 
take on the Chairman's role. I sought advice from Club 
President Norman Rippon and experienced committee 
member Terry Wood and decided to give it a go. 
 
That was way back in 1995, 27 years of outstanding service 
later and you’re still at it.  
 
What’s it like to be the Chairman of such a well-respected 
non-league football club? 
 
It is an honour to have held the position for so long. I have 
had many proud moments and feel enormous pride, as I am 
sure the rest of our officials do when the club which they 
have built is often spoken about in glowing terms. However 
I and a few others are almost reaching the end of our stint. 
It would be a massive boost on the non-playing side if we 
could attract a few younger volunteers to maintain the 
momentum of the club. 
 
As you touch on, a lot of the Committee involved at Dunston have been involved with the club since the very start 
of its inception. 
 
Looking back to when you first joined the club, did you ever envisage the club would be where it is today? 
 
It was always the ambition of the Club to get into the prestigious Northern League. When we acquired the sponsorship 
from the Federation Brewery we were in the Northern Combination. The vision was built from then to get into the 
Northern League.  
 
Money was spent improving facilities to gain entry through the ground grading. It is fair to say that the players who 
brought us through that era appreciated our dreams and went along with it. Money was secondary. We had players 
who could have quite easily have played in the Northern League and that includes some lads who are still with us now 
on the committee. 
 
The Club is now in its 3rd season as a Step 4 club. However 2 of the 3 seasons have been curtailed or deemed null 
and void. 
 
The running costs obviously increase the higher up the leagues clubs go. With the negative financial impact resulting 
from Covid, how difficult has it been to keep the club in a position where it can be challenging and continuing to 
progress? 
 



We knew the step up would be a big move in terms of finance. Travelling to the North West was obviously far more 
costly than in the Northern League and sometimes players were away 8 or 9 hours, so obviously playing expenses 
increased. Then along came Covid and certain fund raising activities were curtailed. However we still received 
tremendous support from our loyal sponsors. We had two seasons affected by Covid but they retained their support. 
None more so than our main club sponsor Mr Shaun Sadler of UTS Engineering. Shaun came to our aid in 2009/10 
season after the Federation Brewery had been taken over by S&N and it is through his ongoing support we are where 
we are today.  
 
Shaun still affectionately refers to us as “The Fed”. Thanks to his support and the support of other great sponsors and 
friends, we can still afford to look forward to progress on the field and enjoy the stadium improvements we have made 
in recent times. 
 
It could be fair to say that this season has been one of peaks and troughs on the playing side, but there has been a 
lot of positives, certainly the teams form after the turn of the year. What are your own thoughts on how the season 
has gone? 
 
When you looked at some of our performances it was difficult to understand some games that we lost. I know in this 
league you can say anyone can beat anyone. That’s probably true in the vast majority of cases but that does ring true 
in many games we have lost with the players we have in the squad. 
 
We have lost to teams who are firmly entrenched at the bottom of the league and in my mind they are games we 
should have won. The positives of the season are that we are going to complete a full season in a league where most 
teams were foreign to us and we will finish in a relatively high position. However I must say that I am disappointed 
that it is highly likely that we will not have made the play-offs. 
 
If you consider how the club are progressing off the pitch, 
ground improvements, increases in attendances, greater 
exposure etc, there’s a lot to be optimistic about in the coming 
seasons. What would you like to see to help push the club 
further forward? 
 
Recent years have seen some new personnel join the club who 
have done a great job in areas which we could say had been 
neglected, i.e. media exposure, ground improvements, 
merchandising. They have worked tremendously hard to 
upgrade the image of the Club and that is what we need. New 
young vibrant people who want to be part of a go ahead club. 
 
Attendances have improved but we need more people through 
the gate. It’s difficult with Newcastle United being vibrant and with Gateshead FC deservedly doing so well. 
 
This season will end with us celebrating the 10th year anniversary of Dunston UTS FC’s famous FA Vase Final victory. 
Like everyone involved with the club, you must be looking forward to the day. 
 
Our last game of the 2021/22 season will take place on Saturday 21st May and what an occasion it should be. To 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of our F.A. Vase success at Wembley we will be entertaining our friends from Whitley 
Bay who achieved fantastic success in the same competition winning no fewer than four times including a hat trick of 
wins 2008/2009, 2009/2010, 2010/2011. A fantastic achievement. 
 
It will certainly be a memorable day for both but speaking for Dunston it will be a weekend never to be forgotten. The 
team bus left on the Friday, we trained at Arsenal training ground on the Saturday won at Wembley on the Sunday 
and returned home on Monday. It was an experience never to be forgotten with a fantastic bunch of people including 
our supporters. Run for Home by Lindisfarne was belted out on the terraces and on the streets of Boreham Wood. 
Please come along and support the day which not only includes the match but after match entertainment. Also not 
forgetting that all proceeds from the gate will be donated to St Oswald’s Charity. 
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2020/21 was another frustrating season for the non-league game! 

However, despite the curtailment, improvements have been put in place both on and off the field. 

As well as the summer signings, there is now additional seating, enhanced covered area for 

wheelchair users, a tea bar and a new merchandise cabin at the Myenergi Stadium.  

Looking back to the “null & void” 2019/20 season, the Owls swooped to a memorable triumph 

in the Lincolnshire Senior Cup, beating Boston United 1-0 at Lincoln City FC. This secured back-

to-back wins in the competition, a significant achievement for a step 4 side. 

Cleethorpes Town has certainly come a long way in its relatively short history.  

Initially formed in 1998 as Lincolnshire Soccer School, it was the brainchild of former Grimsby Town player Tommy 

Watson. The team was an immediate success, with both boys and girls across every age group ensuring that the club 

began to grow quickly.  

Less than two decades ago (in 2003), a flagship senior team was established. In the Owls’ first season in the Lincolnshire 

League, a creditable fourth place finish was secured. 

After being rebranded as Cleethorpes Town, the club has developed into an important community asset. Over 35 

teams, competing at every level of local and regional football, represent Clee, making the Owls one of the largest 

providers of sport in the area.  

The excellent array of teams and high-quality coaching saw the club awarded the Football Association Charter Standard 

Community Club status, which underlines the commitment to provide an exceptional product, alongside all-important 

exercise & enjoyment for youngsters. 

This development and evolution have, of course, been spearheaded by the first team. With the arrival of a new 

manager, the club finished third in Lincolnshire League in 2011. Silverware was secured as well, by defeating 

Heckington United in the Supplementary Cup final at Sincil Bank. 

New heights were scaled the following year, with Clee securing a “double”, becoming Champions of the Lincolnshire 

League and holding aloft the Challenge Cup. This success saw the club accepted into the Northern Counties East League 

(NCEL).  

Our first season in the NCEL saw us finish fourth in Division One table, with some impressive victories along the way, 

and was generally a period of consolidation 

2013/14 began with a change of management and Marcus Newell appointed. This proved to be the catalyst for a great 

period in our history. 

A long unbeaten streak meant the Owls were top of the league at Christmas. However, a slow start to the New Year 

left a difficult task. Nevertheless, with the pressure at its highest, Clee surged through the pack to clinch the title with 

a game to spare 

Life in the NCEL Premier Division saw a significant rise in the level of opposition teams. However, after a fine run in FA 

Cup (defeating Gresley and Carlton Town), Clee adapted well to their elevation – finishing 4th and reaching the final 

of the League Cup. 

The campaign concluded with a trophy in July 2015! Representing the Northern Counties East League in the Toolstation 

Cup in Bristol, where the team encountered Willand Rovers. A nine-goal thriller ensued, with the Owls edging it 5-4. 

After a slow start, season 2015/16 then prompted a tremendous vein of form. The Owls finished third, reached the 

last 16 of the FA Vase and won an exhilarating League Cup final at Garforth Town FC – defeating rivals Tadcaster Albion 

3-2. 

Hopes were high amongst the faithful in August 2016, not many though could have predicted the scale of success that 

unfolded! 



The field in the NCEL Premier Division was left trailing in Clee’s wake. A brand of exciting, attacking football was served 

up week after week. The title was secured at Athersley Recreation and the Owls smashed records – 108 points, +99 

goal difference and a staggering 144 goals. As well as this, Deeping Rangers were beaten 1-0 in the final of the 

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy at Sincil Bank to snaffle another trophy. 

Perhaps the real story of 2016/17 (and certainly the icing on the cake!) was a trip to Wembley! Trailing 1-0 at Emley in 

the opening tie with less than 10 minutes remaining, the “arch” seemed a remote prospect. However, in a typical 

never-say-die performance, two strikes turned it round in Clee’s favour. 

Bootle, Billingham Town and Atherton Collieries were all beaten, and a quarter-final in the capital awaited. A carnival 

atmosphere amongst the travelling Owls ensured the team rose to the occasion, an emphatic 5-2 win over Southall 

followed – the dream was very much alive! 

A two-legged semi-final against Bromsgrove Sporting came out the hat. The first-leg in Worcestershire was watched 

by over 3,300 spectators. Cheered on by a partisan support, Sporting opened the scoring and the Owls had to dig deep 

in the second period to grab a priceless equaliser.  

The return at Bradley Community Stadium had just under 1,200 people packed inside to see Clee gain a first minute 

lead. As time wore on, and with excitement at fever-pitch, the Owls defended resolutely to win 2-1 on aggregate. Wild 

scenes of celebration followed, as the enormity of reaching a national final sank in. 

The showpiece at Wembley, with around 5,000 or so travelling from NE Lincolnshire, resulted in a 4-0 verdict for South 

Shields. That is the bare facts – however, everyone connected with the Owls still had a great time! A culmination of a 

lot of hard work had borne fruit. 

The honeymoon from Wembley continued in the Northern Premier League. Seven straight wins seemed to make back-

to-back promotions a distinct possibility. However, an administrative error meant a hefty points deduction and this, 

coupled with a dip in form, saw the Owls finish an honourable tenth in the 2017/18 campaign. 

Despite a best ever run in the FA Cup, the Owls languished at the bottom of the table in October 2018. This led to a 

change in the hot-seat, and incoming Dave Smith oversaw an upsurge in fortunes. A consistent set of results almost 

secured a play-off, which was frustratingly denied in April 

The last two seasons have both fallen foul to COVID restrictions. Clee sat third, and certain of a real tilt at promotion, 

when stumps were drawn by the authorities in March 2020. A delayed 2020/21 never really got into full flow, before 

the “second-wave” of Coronavirus swamped the Trident Leagues. 

Now fully respected as a regular Northern Premier League outfit, Clee approach the future full of confidence and 

gunning for more glory. As well as this aim, the club will never lose sight of its foundations. The Board intends to 

continue to plot a course that benefits the whole community. 

 

Roll of Honour 

LINCS LEAGUE SUPPLEMENTARY CUP WINNERS 2010/11 (& DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 2015/16) 
LINCS LEAGUE WINNERS 2011/12 
LINCS LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS: 2011/12 
NCEL LEAGUE ONE CHAMPIONS 2013/14 
TOOLSTATION CUP WINNERS 2015 
NCEL LEAGUE CUP WINNERS 2015/16 
NCEL PREMIER DIVISION CHAMPIONS 2016/17 
LINCOLNSHIRE SENIOR TROPHY 2016/17 
FA VASE RUNNER UP 2016/17 
LINCOLNSHIRE SENIOR CUP WINNERS 2018/19 & 2019/20 
FA CUP BEST 2018/19 (3rd Qualifying Round & replay) 
FA TROPHY BEST 2017/18 (3rd Qualifying Round) 
 

 



Dave Smith (Manager)   A calm presence in the technical area, Dave is now approaching the third anniversary of his 

appointment. Highlights of his reign include back-to-back Lincolnshire Senior Cup wins and a sustained promotion 

push in the “null & void” 2019/20 season. 

 

Josh Batty (striker)   Universally popular amongst the fans, ‘Batman’ returns to the Owls after a spell in the Northern 

Counties East League with Barton Town. An all-action forward, Josh can be relied upon to contribute some important 

goals. 

Matt Bloomer (defender)   Currently in the veteran stage, Matt has enjoyed a terrific career, most notably at Grimsby 

Town and Harrogate Town. If called upon from the substitutes’ bench, our assistant manager will put his experience 

to good use. 

Alfie Boswell (striker)   Still short of his 18th birthday, Alfie has earned a well-deserved elevation to the senior squad 

following some impressive displays in the junior ranks. The youngster will be hopeful of gaining some minutes in the 

Northern Premier League. 

Brandon Buckley (midfielder)   Brandon started his career with Grimsby Town. The silky-skilled midfield man is certain 

to make his presence felt. 2021/22 promises to be exciting season for Bucko, and his signing could be an important 

one. 

Jordon Cooke (defender)   Having completed a summer transfer from Stamford, Jordon can expect to continue his 

successful spell in the Northern Premier League. A commanding figure, the versatile central defender can also operate 

at full-back. 

Liam Dickens (midfielder)   Liam is a combative midfielder who has battled back superbly from serious injury to regain 

his place in the first-team squad. A fierce competitor, Dicko will be looking forward to being a key member of the 

“engine-room”. 

Oli Donald (defender)   Oli has now fully established himself as a key player in the defensive unit and has also scored 

some memorable goals. An athletic player, who is dominant in the air, Oli will be looking to continue with his excellent 

progress. 

Alex Flett (midfielder)   Alex is rightly considered a club legend and has been a virtual ever-present during our rise 

through the pyramid.With his trademark tackling, ‘Fletty’, who commands respect from teammates and opponents 

alike, is certain to be seen leading with 100% commitment. 

Luke Lofts (midfielder)   The management group was delighted to capture Luke from Gainsborough Trinity, where he 

experienced a fruitful period. A real danger going forward, defences will certainly have their hands full to contain 

Luke’s pace. 

Tim Lowe (defender)   Tim has contributed tremendously to the team's success in recent years and remains an 

influential figure. A fine reader of the game, Tim is very mobile and can provide superb overlapping when the 

opportunity arises. 

Harry Middleton (midfielder)   Harry has been a confident presence in the Owls’ midfield. A quality player, both on 

and off the ball, ‘H’ will prove a menace for opponents with his excellent vision. 



Tom Nicholson (goalkeeper)    Tom heads to the coast, having most recently been at divisional rivals Frickley Athletic. 

Dominant in the penalty box, the keeper’s early displays for the Owls have been impressive and Tom can look forward 

to a successful nine months. 

Jon Oglesby (winger)   Jon is a rapid winger who can terrorise opposing full-backs. His ability to beat a man and cross 

into the danger zone has resulted in many goals. Not just a provider, ‘Jonboy’ has also netted some very memorable 

strikes. 

Andy Pettinger (goalkeeper)   Andy joins us as coach but will also act as back-up stopper for the campaign. If called 

into the action, the Owls’ faithful can be confident that we are in safe hands, with Andy’s CV including Everton and 

Grimsby Town. 

Brody Robertson (striker)   Brody has been instrumental in the Owls’ promotions in the last decade. A proven goal-

scorer, the striker will be looking to rediscover his golden touch and establish himself as one of the NPL’s leading 

marksman. 

Sam Topliss (defender)    Sam enjoyed fine campaigns in the last two seasons. Operating at either fullback position 

and a tough tackler, ‘Topp’o looks comfortable on the ball and likes to get forward when possible. 

Josh Venney (midfielder)   Josh joined us from Grimsby Borough, having gained a strong reputation in the Northern 

Counties East League. His performances in the shortened 2020/21 season were full of promise and Josh is already a 

fans' favourite. 

Scott Vernon (striker)   Scott has an impressive pedigree, with spells in both the English League and Scottish top-flight 

at Aberdeen. His goal-scoring record has been superb in his three seasons with the Owls. One of the top strikers in the 

NPL, ‘Verns’ looks certain to be amongst the goals again! 

Paul Walker (defender)   Paul is an accomplished defender. The versatile player is quick and also a danger in the 

opposing box. Now into his fourth season with the Owls, ‘Walks’ will be looking to further enhance his established 

reputation in the Northern Premier League. 

Caine Winfarrah (midfielder)   Caine returned to the Owls shortly before the early curtailment of the 2019/20 season. 

A combative midfielder with an eye for goal, who never shirks a tackle or challenge, Caine is developing into an 

accomplished performer in the Northern Premier League. 
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In this weekends edition of “Meet the player” Kelvin Shell speaks to 

Richard Coulson. 

If you had to live without coffee or chocolate which would you choose? 

Coffee. 

Since coming into the team do you feel that you are settling in? 

I've settled in well everyone has been welcoming. 

I’m not sure how I thought of this question but imagine if we didn't bathe 

in water, but other fluids e.g Lemonade, tea, coke etc etc... which would 

you choose? 

I'd take lemonade as I think the bubbles would tickle) 

I'd have to agree with Lemonade, that tickling sensation sold it for me. 

Who's the worst singer out of the lads? 

Jake Stafford. 

If football had never been invented is there another sport that you would 

have taken up? 

Table Tennis. 

How do you like to relax away from Dunston? 

Watching TV. 

What has been the best and worst moments in your football journey so far in life? 

My Best moment was obviously signing for Dunston, I can't think of my worst. 

Obviously you wouldn't want to leave Dunston but if you had the chance to play in any team in world, which would 

you choose and why? 

Newcastle United as I've supported them all my life. 

Which football player did you look up to when growing up as a kid? 

Thierry Henry was always my favourite player growing up. 

Would you rather be stranded on an island alone or with someone you don't know? 

With someone I don't know. 

And lastly... If you had to live for a year without a car or a mobile phone which one would you choose and why? 

A car, as I'd just use the van. 

Richard Coulson is kindly sponsored by: 

Home shirt - Mr Jonathan Davies 

Away shirt - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 

3rd shirt - Mr Tom Etherington 

Training kit - Mr Tom Etherington 



 



 

The Northern Premier League East Table 
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Pitching-In Northern Premier League East Top Goalscorers 
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We look back on the last time today’s two sides both met, playing out a score draw at the Myenergi Stadium back in 
February 

Dunston UTS FC travelled to Cleethorpes Town for a 
Pitching-In Northern Premier League East Division 
fixture.   
 
The two sides had shown impressive form since the turn 
of the year, with the home side unbeaten in 2022, whilst 
Dunston’s only loss of 2022 coming away to Lincoln 
United last weekend. 
 
The visitors started the day in 7th place and a win against 
a 3rd placed Cleethorpes Town was a must, as well as 
hoping that sides above them dropped points, if Chris 

Swailes’ side were to catch ground on the teams above them and somehow force their way into the play-offs. 
 
Although Dunston are currently 10 points off the final play-off place, they do have a game in hand, and as Assistant 
Manager Jon McDonald mentioned in last weekend’s programme notes, there is likely to be more twists and turns 
before the season ends. 
 
Cleethorpes named recent signing Curt Morrison as a substitute, 
the former Chesterfield forward having joined from 
Gainsborough Trinity. 
 
Dunston were without Terry Galbraith and Phil Turnbull, Jude 
Swailes returned to the starting XI, with Jake Turnbull starting 
from the bench and Dan O’Reilly named as a sub, having recently 
joined the club. 
 
In difficult conditions and with a strong wind to contend with, the 
opening 20 minutes saw little in the way of clear cut chances for 
either side.  
 
On 20 minutes Cleethorpes Town’s Luke Lofts linked up with Brody Robertson, the pair playing a quick one two, only 
for the move lack the incisive finish. Dunston could’ve taken the lead on 28, a well worked move ended as Richard 
Coulson fired his shot over the bar. 
 



The lively looking Lofts headed narrowly wide for the home side following a slick passage of play for the hosts. In a 
competitive first half of few chances, the two sides went into the break level as the game remained goalless. 
 

The Owls had the woodwork to thank on 53 minutes as 
Liam Thear crashed his effort off the bar. 
 
10 minutes later, an in-form Richard Coulson put Dunston 
into the lead, finishing superbly from a Michael Fowler 
assist. 
 
The final 10 minutes of play saw a flurry of cautions, both 
Jude Swailes and Cleethorpes' Tim Lowe finding 
themselves in the book whilst Jake Stafford was somehow 
cautioned, having received a blow to the face from an 
opponent. 
 
Despite the home side’s best efforts to try and find an 
equaliser, they had been unable to carve out any threats 

of note against an indomitable Dunston defence. Alas 3 minutes into injury time, in what was their first effort on target, 
the home side denied Dunston a much needed win, as substitute Snelgrove fired an unstoppable shot beyond Connell 
to rescue a point. 

 
Dunston UTS FC Man of the Match awarded to: Richard Coulson. 
 
 
 
Match day highlights are available to view: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxqnMg6pqiE&t=6s 
 
Match day photography:https://www.flickr.com/photos/beautytimephotography/albums/72177720296670406  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxqnMg6pqiE&t=6s
https://www.flickr.com/photos/beautytimephotography/albums/72177720296670406
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Today’s line-ups 

Dunston FC vs Cleethorpes Town FC 
Todays appointed Match Officials are: 

Referee:  Sam Packer (Middlesbrough)  

Assistants:  Chris Steadman (Cleveland) Dean Whitwell (Saltburn-by-the-Sea) 

 

 

Liam Connell (GK) 

Andy Clark (GK) 

Craig Baxter 

Richard Coulson 

Sado Djalo 

Jack Elliott 

Michael Fowler 

Terry Galbraith 

Michael Hall 

Lee Mason 

Ursene Mouanda 

Michael Pearson 

Luke Porritt 

Craig Scott (C) 

Jake Stafford 

Jude Swailes 

Liam Thear 

Jake Turnbull 

Phil Turnbull 

Tom Jackson 

Tim Lowe 

Jordan Cooke 

Liam Dickens 

Alex Flett 

Josh Smaller 

Brody Robertson 

Sam Topliss 

Josh Venney 

Scott Vernon 

Paul Walker 

Alfie Boswell 

Ben Middleton 

Jack Mc Menemy 

Lennon Stead 

Loz McKay 

Leon Dawson 

Brandon Buckley 

Harry Middleton 

Jonathan Oglesby 

Henry Parr 

Mccauly Snelgrove 
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