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WELCOME 
 We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this evening for this 

PITCHING-IN Northern Premier League East Division game. 

 Our opponents tonight are SHEFFIELD FC who arrive at the UTS Stadium after their long journey from South 

Yorkshire. It’s an honour for Dunston FC to play host to the undisputed “Oldest Football Club” in the world! Sheffield 

FC were founded on 24th October 1857, almost six years before the formation of the Football Association in 1863. 

The Club insisted that most of the rules that they had formulated were adopted by the FA to govern the very early 

games that took place around that time. The very first Inter-Club Match was played between Sheffield FC and their 

near neighbours Hallam FC on Boxing Day in 1860. 

Dunston FC were the visitors when Sheffield FC celebrated their 164th Anniversary on 23rd October 2021 in front of a 

bumper crowd of 879, with the entry charges slashed to 1850’s values! A very competitive game ensued with 

Dunston taking a slender lead into half-time with a Jake Stafford goal. Sheffield stunned the visitors with an equaliser 

early in the second-half and defended with their lives before grabbing a decisive break-away winner late in the game 

to the joy of the home support. 

Dunston FC will be keen to continue their recent improved form but will have to be at their best to overcome a 

spirited Sheffield FC side who can be at their most dangerous when underestimated. Their Team Management of 

Ryan Cresswell and Spencer Fearn have assembled a versatile and competitive playing squad who relish a battle for 

the points.  

 We also extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials this evening. Referee Mark Bell travels from Stanley and he 

is joined by his Assistant Referees Barry Tones from Chester-le-Street and Thomas Lishman from Newcastle. Our FA 

Match Observer tonight is Alan Wilkie who comes from Chester-le-Street. 

Let’s all remember the Covid-19 Guidance. Keep a safe distance from each other so that we can ensure the safety of 

everyone. 

 Supporters old and new are very well appreciated and we hope you enjoy your visit to the UTS Stadium this evening. 

If you require any help or information about the Club and facilities, please do not hesitate to contact any 

Management Committee Member. 
 

Details of Club sponsorship packages can be found at: http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

Club Merchandise can be purchased or ordered from The Club Shop within the ground.  

Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

 

The Editor 

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship
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Club Secretary - Mr. William Montague. 
Club Chairman - Mr. Malcolm James. 
Vice Chairman - Mr. Alan Stott. 
Club President - Mr. Shaun Sadler. 
Vice Presidents - Mr. Ray Harrison Mr J.Thompson and Mr D.Foggin. 
Treasurer - Mr. Frank Rankin. 
Press Officer - Mr. W. Montague 
Dunston UTS FC Development Committee - Mr. Billy Irwin, Mr. Tony Cleugh and Mr. Danny Whalen 
Programme Editor - Mr. William Montague and Mr Danny Whalen 
Official Club photographer - Mr Kelvin Shell. Match day videography - Mr Ken Fitzpatrick Match day announcer - Mr David 
Flavell. Match reporter - Dom Bingham 
Canteen services - Mr. Chris Herring, Miss Danielle Watson, Mrs Susan Atkinson, Mrs Helen Rocks and Mrs Elaine Forsyth. 
Covid Officer - Mr. Michael Urwin. 
Club Management Services - Mr. Billy Hope, Mr. Pat McElhone, Mr. Charlie Harm, 
Mr. Paul Dixon, Mr. Michael Urwin, Mr. Stephen Sibbald, Mr. Syd Bambrough, 
Mr. Graham Rowley, Mr. Chris Herring, Mr. Brian Sellars, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Ian McPherson, Mr Tony Cleugh. 
Mr. Steve Whittaker, Mr Billy Irwin and Mr Danny Whalen 
Life Members  
Mr. Fred Foulis. 
Mr. John Smart.  
Mr. George Spraggon. 
 

 

 

Quora Group 



Dom Bingham caught up with Dunston UTS FC Manager 

Chris Swailes following Dunston’s defeat at home to 

Cleethorpes on Saturday and looked ahead to this 

evening all important fixture  

 

It was a disappointing result, performance wise there was 

little in the game. We huffed and puffed but we’ve come 

up against a really resilient Cleethorpes side. We didn’t 

create a lot but neither did Cleethorpes. In games like that 

it has taken a mistake and a moment of quality to decide 

the game. 

 

There’s little time to sit and reflect on the result as we 

have two big games coming up this week. What’s the 

message been in the dressing room? 

 

We’ve got a home game on Tuesday and we can still make the play-offs, that’s the main message. We’ve lost 

the game today but there’s still 18 points to play for and we have to accumulate as many as we can. The 

thing is, when sides above us are losing and dropping points, we’re not making up the ground that we should 

be and that’s the worst thing about it. We’ve got two difficult games coming up, every game is a difficult 

game in this division. Sheffield have to come here and they’re fighting relegation and it’s going to be a 

difficult game, they beat us down at their place so we’ve got to be at our best. We’ve got a good squad and 

there’s going to be some difficult decisions to make ahead of that game because there wasn’t many players 

who’ve played above par against Cleethorpes if I’m being honest. 

 

Having a big squad now, and it’s arguably the strongest it’s been all season, it must be pleasing for you 

having that strength in depth that you know on the day can put a performance out, that must be pleasing 

when you have that pool of players available. 

 

Yes I have that strength in depth but against Cleethorpes we’ve not hit the ground running. We knew that it 

was going to be a difficult game and that it was going to be a difficult ask before the game and it’s showed 

and proved, but we need to have everyone fit and it’s a good headache to have if I’m being totally honest.  

 

Looking ahead to Tuesday night, we lost back down at their place back in October time. What’s going to 

be the difference to make sure that you get the three points that you didn’t get last time? 

 

There was mistakes made again down at their place, we need to cut out the individual errors and take our 

chances when they come. Before the last two games against Liversedge and Cleethorpes, I think we’ve 

scored in 27 consecutive games so we know we can score, it’s the consistency that everybody is looking for 

and I think Liversedge, Marske and Cleethorpes have all shown that consistency this season and that’s 

something we need to work on. 

  



 

 

 

https://www.whickhamfuneraldirectors.co.uk/
https://www.whickhamfuneraldirectors.co.uk/


For the safety and enjoyment of the game, 

for all those within the ground, Dunston 

UTS FC kindly remind spectators to refrain 

from entering The UTS Stadium 

with footballs.  

 

Additionally we’d urge supporters not to 

play football within the ground, or enter the 

field of play at any time. 

 

We appreciate your co-operation. 

 

Enjoy the game. 

 



 

http://www.dnsinsurance.co.uk/


 



Match report: Dunston UTS FC vs Cleethorpes Town 

FC  

Dunston were compounded to a second home defeat 

on the spin without scoring as Cleethorpes Town took 

all three points at the UTS Stadium. Owls forward 

Brody Robertson was the difference, scoring twice in 

six minutes in the second period to solidify his sides 

place in the playoff positions. 

The first half was a scrappy affair with limited chances. 

First, Sadó Djalo saw a shot deflected wide before there 

were shouts of a penalty down the other end which the referee waved away. The best chance of the half came to 

Djaló. The frontman held off a defender to bring down a looping ball, but his poke goal ward was acrobatically turned 

over by Clee keeper Tom Jackson to keep the sides level as they entered the break.  

The second half followed a similar picture to the first, with limited chances either for either side. Michael Pearson 

made a crucial block to get in the way of a Brody Robertson shot 

early on, before full back Shrimpton missed a golden 

opportunity, skewing an effort wide from six yards out. On 70 

minutes however, the away side found a breakthrough. 

Robertson bought down a flick on in the Dunston box, and slid 

the ball into the net from three yards out. Just six minutes later, 

Clee asserted their dominance on the score line by adding a 

second, Robertson on hand again– capitalising on a misplaced 

Liam Connell clearance, charging into the box and slotting the 

ball home to give his side all three points.  

Dunston will look to bounce back on Tuesday night as they face 

Sheffield FC at the UTS Stadium.  

Match reporter: Dom Bingham 



http://www.murrayhogg.co.uk/
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DUNSTON FC – Player profiles - 2021 / 2022 
 

LIAM CONNELL (Goalkeeper)   Liam re-joined Dunston FC prior to the start of the 2020-21 season. 

A key member of the Dunston UTS side that lifted the FA Vase in 2012, Liam completed an amazing 

eight seasons with the Club before moving on to South Shields where he enjoyed several successful 

campaigns before going out on loan to Darlington last season.  

Home shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Michael Urwin 
 

 
ANDREW CLARK (Goalkeeper)   Andy returned to Dunston in the summer to begin his third spell 

with the Club. His previous Clubs include South Shields, Newcastle Benfield and Ashington. He 

brings a wealth of experience and provides excellent cover in goal. 

Home sponsor - Mrs Dorothy Burnell 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Alan “Fink” Sharp 
Training kit sponsor – Available 
 
  
 
MICHAEL HALL (Defender)   Michael moved to Dunston from Morpeth Town at the start of the 

2017-18 season and has proved to be a vital member of a solid defence. The big central defender 

brings experience and confidence to the heart of the back-line. 

Home shirt sponsor - Penalty Box 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Brian Sellars 
 

 
DAN CAPEWELL (Defender) Dan is a very promising central defender who transferred to Dunston 
from Bedlington Terriers three seasons ago. He produced some great defensive displays last season 
and was nominated for Northern League Young Player of the Year. Dan collected The Dunston UTS 
FC Supporters Club Player of the Season Award in 2018/19. (Currently on-loan at Consett AFC) 
Home shirt sponsor - Jimmy Souley 
Away shirt sponsor - Billy Irwin Painter and Decorator 
3rd shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Youth Section 
Training kit sponsor - Christina Shell. 
 
 
CRAIG SCOTT (Defender) The tall central defender transferred to the Club from Newcastle Benfield 

in October 2018. Craig is a very experienced player at Non- League level having previously enjoyed 

two stints with Ashington and a spell at Slough Town. Voted Managers Player of the season 2019/20 

Scotty was appointed as Club Captain for the 2020/21 season 

Home shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away shirt sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
3rd shirt sponsor – Available 
Training kit sponsor - sentimental-bakingtrays.co.uk 



TERRY GALBRAITH (Defender/Midfield) Tez re-joined Dunston before the start of the 2020-21 
season after a superb career at Darlington FC in the National League North. He was a key member 
of the Dunston UTS team that lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in 2012 before joining Darlington to 
further his playing career. “Tez” was an immediate success at the ex-League Team and played over 
250 games for them, scoring around sixty goals in the process. 
Home sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
Away sponsor - Players of Dunston UTS FC’s F.A. Vase winning team of 2012 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club Lamesley Branch 

 
CRAIG BAXTER (Defender) Described as rock solid at the back and strong going forward, Baxter’s 
signing is somewhat of a major coup for Dunston UTS FC. 
The 34 year old right back comes with of a wealth of experience, having playing higher up in leagues 
and has a proven track record of success. He was a key player for South Shields over a five season 
spell, making 188 appearances before joining Dunston UTS FC for the start of the 2021/22 season. 
Having started his football career with Newcastle United Baxter would spend 9 years with 
Gateshead FC as the club moved up the pyramid. 
 
 

Home sponsor - David 
Away sponsor – TMP Motor Products 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Alan Stott 
 

 
Sado Djalo The 29 year old Guinea Bissau born forward caught the attention of Chris Swailes and 
Assistant Manager Jon McDonald following an impressive goal scoring start to the 2021/22 season, 
having netted 12 league goals in as many appearance for Bedlington Terriers in The Ebac Northern 
League Division 2. 
 
His previous clubs include Northern Alliance side Newcastle Chemfica and former Combined 
Counties side AC London. His footballing career had started in Portugal, playing for Regional League 
sides CDR Quarteirense and Moimenta da Beira. The Forward left for Blyth Spartans in November, 
having scored 9 goals in 12 appearances for Dunston UTS. With his game time at Croft Park limited, 

he re-joined Dunston in March on an initial 1 month loan deal. 
 

JAKE STAFFORD (Midfield) Hard working defensive midfielder who brings stability to the team. Re-

joined the squad in early November 2019 from Consett AFC after solving previous work 

commitment problems that had prevented him from travelling. Jake was a vital part of the Dunston 

team that lifted the Northern League Title at the end of the 2018-19 season.  

Jake made his 100th appearance for Dunston this season away to Lincoln United. 

Home sponsor - Mr Stephen Sibbald 
Away sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
3rd shirt sponsor – In Memory of Gordon Graves 

                                   Training kit sponsor –Mr Dave Boldon 
 

URSENE MOUANDA (Midfield) joined the Club in early January 2020 from South Shields FC. A 
product of the Gateshead Academy, he has earlier experience in Scotland with Rangers and 
Kilmarnock. He made a positive impression before the cancellation of the 2019-20 season and 
much is expected from him in the coming season. 
   
Home sponsor - First Mortgage NE 
Away sponsor - Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit sponsor – Steve and Gary Johnson 



 
MICHAEL PEARSON (Midfielder) Joined Dunston prior to the start of the 2015-16 season from 

Consett AFC. Previous Clubs include Hartlepool United, Blyth Spartans and South Shields. Michael 

is a very popular member of the squad who gives his very best every time he pulls on the shirt. 

Home shirt sponsor – Mrs Sharon Nisbet 
Away sponsor - Dougie James Lowden 
3rd shirt sponsor – Barbara Statham 
Training kit sponsor – The Crow’s Nest 
 

PHIL TURNBULL (Midfielder) Chris Swailes wasted no time in bringing the vastly experienced and 

talented midfielder to the UTS Stadium for the start of the 2021/22 season. Capable of playing with 

either foot and is described as fiercely competitive player. Having started out at Hartlepool United 

before joining York City, with loan spells at Blyth Spartans and Gateshead,  a permanent move to 

Gateshead in 2008 seen him play over 300 games for the Tynesider’s. In a 7 season spell, which 

included two successive promotions, the club eventually moved up to The National League and he 

became a firm favourite at The International Stadium before moving to Darlington in 2015 where 

he would gain promotion to The National League North in his first season. 

Home shirt sponsor – Margaret 
Away shirt sponsor – Page Powder Coatings 
3rd shirt sponsor – Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor – Trades Needs 

 
JACK ELLIOTT (Forward) A very talented player who returned to Dunston after a short spell at 

Hebburn Town FC in September 2019. He progressed through Newcastle United’s Academy, then 

onto Consett AFC before moving to Dunston. Jack made his 100th appearance for the club this 

season in a 2-1 away win at Frickley Athletic. 

Home sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
Away sponsor - Derwent Dental Studio 
3rd shirt sponsor – Graham Rowley 
Training kit sponsor – Mr Mick Clark 

 
 
 

LIAM THEAR (Forward)   Liam is in his sixth season at the Club after completing a successful stint 
at the Gateshead Academy where he was very highly rated. A very strong and tricky player who 
has finally fully recovered from a serious injury suffered in the momentous FA Cup Tie against 
Gateshead in October 2018. 
Home sponsor - Paul King Heating Components 
Away sponsor - Caleb and Isabella Whalen 
3rd shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
Training kit sponsor - Up the Street Micropub 
 

 
LEE MASON (Forward) Joining Dunston UTS FC from South Shields in May of 2021, Lee Mason 
brings with him a wealth of experience. The forward had been on the radar of Dunston Manager 
Chris Swailes for some time and became the club’s third major signing ahead of the 2021/22 
season. Capable of playing anywhere across the front line, he has great strength on the ball, scores 
goals, provides assists and he rarely gives the ball away. 
Home shirt sponsor – Mr Paul Hardy 
Away shirt – Mr Bob Boustead 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 
Training kit - Impact Bathrooms 

 
 



LUKE PORRITT – (Midfield) Porritt became Chris Swailes fourth signing of the 2021/22 season 
having previously played for Northern Premier League side Scarborough Athletic, before moving to 
the North East. Prior to that he had been with Hyde United and had started out as a youngster at 
Guiseley. He has had loan spells with Frickley and Ossett Albion and come with a solid pedigree of 
playing at a higher level. 
 
Home shirt sponsor – Jack Hunter 
Away shirt sponsor - Mr Pat McElhone 
3rd shirt sponsor – Trades Needs 

Training kit sponsor - Urban Flower Rooms 
 
 
 

RICHARD COULSON  - (Forward)  Arrived at The UTS Stadium in December 2021 from Northern 
League side Whitley Bay FC. The 27 year old striker is capable of playing anywhere across the 
front, has an eye for goal and provides good competition.  
 
Home shirt sponsor - Mr Jonathan Davies 
Away shirt sponsor – Dunston UTS FC Supporters Club 
3rd shirt sponsor -  Mr Tom Etherington 
Training kit sponsor - Mr Tom Etherington 
 
  
MICHAEL FOWLER (Forward) 20 year forward and arrives at The UTS Stadium having recently 
completed a Scholarship in The USA with Coastal Carolina Chanticleers. He started his career 
with Sunderland AFC before then moving on to Burnley, where he was a prolific scorer at youth 
level 
 
Having completed a successful scholarship with The Premier League side, he then joined 
Fleetwood Town as part of their development squad. He has had loan spells with FC United of 
Manchester, Guiseley and Bamber Bridge, before moving to the US in July 2021 
 
 
JAKE TURNBULL – (Midfield)  
Jake signed for Dunston UTS on New Years Eve 2021 from Northern League side Newcastle 
Benfield, the pacey winger has had previous spells with Ashington and Heaton Stannington. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JUDE SWAILES –  (Defender) The talented 20 year arrived at The UTS Stadium in mid January, 
having previously completed a Scholarship in The USA with Charleston College in South Carolina. 
Before moving to The States, Jude had spent 10 years at Newcastle United, coming through their 
prestigious Academy, he represented the club at both U18 and Under 23 level. Jude is the Son of 
current Dunston UTS Manager Chris Swailes. He is strong, quick, good on the ball and a natural 
defender”.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

CHRIS SWAILES (Manager) After a long professional career, Swaz played for Gateshead 
and Blyth Spartans before joining Dunston UTS and was a lynchpin in the team that lifted 
the FA Vase in 2012. He then moved on to Morpeth Town where he guided them to 
more Wembley success, scoring in the outstanding Wembley Final victory over the much 
fancied Hereford Football Club. He was appointed as Manager during the 2016/17 
season. In the 2017/18 he guided the club to the The final of The Durham Challenge Cup 
lifted The Northern League Cup in the same season. Further success followed, winning 
Northern League title in the 2018/19 season and securing promotion to The Northern 
Premier League.  

Sponsored by – Mr Billy Irwin Snr 

 

JON MCDONALD (Assistant Manager) 

A UEFA A licensed Coach and Wallsend lad, Jon made the move to The UTS Stadium in 

early March of 2021 from Northern Premier League side Morpeth Town, where he had 

held the equivalent position for three seasons. During his second spell at Craik Park, he 

had been part of two successive promotions with “The Highwaymen” and a 

Northumberland Senior Cup victory in the 2018/19 season.He brings with him a wealth 

of experience and knowledge. 

He has previously managed Blyth AFC, guiding them to The Northern League 2nd Division title in the 2017/18 

season, as well as managerial spells with West Allotment Celtic and North Shields in The Northern League. 

Sponsored by: Mr Malcolm James. 

IAN IRVING (COACH)  

Ian joined Chris Swailes' backroom staff in August of 2021. Having previously worked 

alongside Assistant Manager Jon McDonald at Blyth Town, he brings with him a wealth 

of experience. 

Ian Irving is kindly sponsored by Mr Frank Rankin 

 

 

LEWIS BLACK (PHYSIOTHERAPIST) 

The 22 year joined Chris Swailes’ back room staff in July 2021 having completed 3 years 
of studying at Newcastle College University Centre, graduating with a First-Class 
Honours Degree in Exercise & Sport Rehabilitation. Alongside his studies he completed 
a three year placement at Park View Academy of Sport and was able to develop his skills 
as a practitioner.  Following on, he then became sports therapist for Chester-le-Street 
United. 

Sponsored by - Mr Billy Montague 

For all player kit sponsorship enquiries email dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk For full details of available 

sponsorship packages visit http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/Sponsorship 

mailto:dan@dunstonutsfc.co.uk
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JACK BIRKS – Defender  Jack joined Sheffield at the start of November 2021 from Parkgate FC, after being at Barnsley’s Academy. 

He is a versatile youngster with lots of potential, with the ability to play anywhere along the back or in midfield. 

ASHTON HALL – Defender  Former Matlock Town youth player joined Sheffield FC at the start of November 2021 having being 

released from Sheffield United. Ashton is a tall defender who is calm and composed on the ball, as well as being a physical 

presence. 

BEN HARRIOTT – Defender  Another player that has progressed from the Sheffield FC Reserves outfit, a lanky, yet agile and skillful 

defender who gives composure at the back despite his youth. Started out with Sheffield United before being snapped up by Club’s 

development and reserve management.  

DAMIAN MAGEE - Defender   Damo – the Newbold Maldini - has been at Sheffield Club for several seasons. Centre-half or left-

back Magee is a steady and experienced player. A leader and gives his all to the team. 

HARRY MITCHELL – Midfielder  A lively terrier in the midfield, Mitch was signed during the summer from local rivals Handsworth. 

Has settled into the squad excellently and has added a battling attitude to the centre of the park. 

MARC NEWSHAM – Forward   Former Rotherham United, Boston United and Matlock Town striker returns to The Club 13 years 

after making appearances on loan whilst on professional terms with the Millers. Marc scored 110 goals in 209 appearances for 

Boston United before joining Evo-Stik Premier Division Matlock Town three seasons ago. 

JAMES BAXENDALE – Midfielder  Baxendale has over 100 appearances at a Football League level, playing for Doncaster Rovers, 

Walsall FC, and Mansfield Town before playing in America with Orange County SC. He has also played for Alfreton Town, 

Kidderminster Harriers, Nuneaton Borough, Mickleover Sports, Grantham Town and Pontefract Collieries. 

MATT RONEY - Midfielder   The on-field “Mr Sheffield FC” if ever there is one, having served the World’s First Football Club in 

nearly 500 appearances, since joining Club as a fresh-faced youngster from local rivals Hallam FC. Still able to turn a game and has 

been known to chip in with the odd goal now and again.  

BEN TURNER - Defender   Chesterfield-born defender who returns to the World’s First after leaving in 2014 after previously being 

involved with Matlock Town, Goole and Belper Town. Highly dependable at right-back, comfortable at both defending and on the 

overlap. Newest member of the 200 Club. 

JORDAN WALSHAW – Forward  Born in Sheffield, Jordan started his football career as a Chesterfield youth player, before heading 

to US College soccer. Whilst there he played for  

Winthrop Eagles in the Big South Conference and UNC Pembroke before returning to the UK with Mickleover, before heading to 

Club in 2020. 

LEIGH WHELAN – Defender   Young Wexford born Whelan joined Club from neighbours Chesterfield FC, where he has been an 

integral part of the Spireites youth set up. His previous clubs include Cavinteely, Shelbourne and Bree United, where he amassed 

two and a half years of senior League of Ireland football.  

JAMIE YATES - Midfielder   Jamie is a lively, tricky winger whose former clubs include Rotherham United, Boston United, 

Gainsborough Trinity and Matlock Town. Jamie can play on either wing and worked his way through the Rotherham United youth 

setup before playing 34 league games for the Club. 

Team Management and Coaching Staff 
Manager: Ryan Cresswell 
Assistant Manager: Spencer Fearn 
Coaches: Jamie Yates and Matt Roney 
Sports Psychologist: Matt Bagley 
Physio: Lewis Yates 

 



Early Football. 

Versions of football evolved in many early civilisations, example of these can be found in ancient China, Greece and 

Rome.  In England the original games were played between villages in fields and streets.  This ‘Mob Football’ involved 

hundreds of players and was little more than prolonged and violent street battles. 

In the 19th century a more refined version of the game grew in popularity within the public schools and universities, 

each playing to their own sets of rules. 

The Birth of Sheffield Foot Ball Club. 

During the 1850s the enthusiasm and influence of ex-public school and 

university students spread the popularity of the game around Sheffield.  In 

the summer of 1857 William Prest and Nathaniel Creswick agreed that the 

game would be a splendid candidate for organised sport during the winter 

months.  The pair wrote to the Public Schools for information, regarding their 

varying rules, with the aim of drawing up a set of laws embodying the best 

points from each.  On October 24th, 1857, the world’s first football club was 

born in a greenhouse.  

Among the first rules drawn up were laws asserting that “no hacking or 

tripping up is fair under any circumstances”, “no player may be held or pulled over” and “it is not lawful to take the 

ball off the ground [using hands]”.  Upon the formation of the Football Association in 1863, Sheffield Club’s insistence 

on these laws helped lead the evolution of the game we recognise globally today.  Heading, crossbars, corner kicks, 

free-kicks for fouls, throw-ins, a half-time change of ends and floodlit matches can all be traced to the innovators of 

Sheffield FC 

Early Years 

Initially early matches, such as Married men v Unmarried, were played between club members.  Records also show 

games against local army sides.  Following victory over the 58th Army Regiment in 1860 a local report stated that, 

“most of the officers were adepts at the game, having, in their younger days, played in the public-school matches, and 

the victory of the civilians was quite unexpected.” 

Following the birth of Hallam FC, the world’s first inter-club game took place on Boxing Day in 1860.  The match “was 

conducted with good temper and in a friendly spirit”, concluding in a 2-0 win for Sheffield.  For several years all matches 

were played locally, against a rising number of new sides, before the first ‘out of town’ match was played in 

Nottinghamshire in 1865.  In 1866 Sheffield became the first non-London side to play under FA Laws when they met 

London at Battersea Park. 

The FA Cup was founded in 1871 and in its third season Sheffield became 

the first northern side to take part and the first non-London side to win a 

tie.  They succeeded in reaching the quarter finals in this and two further 

seasons also, 1876 and 1878, the club’s support helping the FA Cup nearly 

treble in size and become a nationwide competition. 

1872 saw the first international game, between England and Scotland in 

Glasgow, with Sheffield’s Charles Clegg playing for the England side.  Clegg 

would later go on to be Chairman, and President, of the FA and receive a knighthood for his services to the game. 



From the 1880s onwards the rise of professionalism and Sheffield Club’s 

firm insistence on retaining their amateur status saw them overtaken and 

overshadowed by other sides in the area.  During these years the very 

survival of the club owed much to the leadership of former players Harry 

Chambers and Harry Broughton Willey. 

It wasn’t all doom and gloom though!  In fact, Sheffield enjoyed possibly 

their greatest hour in 1904 when they won the Amateur Cup, beating 

Ealing 3-1 at Valley Parade, Bradford. 

 

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE 

1949 brought admission to the Yorkshire League and a resurgence, which 

saw the side promoted to Division 1 in their third season and reach the 

League Cup final in 1953.  In 1957 they celebrated their Centenary year 

and reached their first Sheffield & Hallamshire FA Cup final in 1962. 

After a period of yo-yoing between divisions the 1977 side were crowned 

Division 2 Champions and reached that season’s FA Vase final at 

Wembley.  They established themselves as a top division side in the 

Yorkshire League, lifting the League Cup in 1978, before joining the newly 

founded Northern Counties East League in 1982. 

 

NORTHERN COUNTIES LEAGUE 

The Division 1 title was won in both 1989 and 1991 and a first Sheffield 

& Hallamshire FA Cup win came in 1994.  In 2001 the club acquired a 

permanent ground, for the first time, when moving to its current home.  

After the turn of the century the side began to consistently challenge for 

promotion, also winning the League Cup and Sheffield & Hallamshire FA 

Cup twice apiece.  The 2006/07 season ended with a 2nd place finish and 

promotion to the Northern Premier League.  

NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE 

Club made an instant impact in reaching the 2008 play-off final, narrowly losing only on penalties.  That first season 

also saw games against Inter Milan and Ajax at Bramall Lane, as part of 

the 150th birthday celebrations, and a few years later a win at Hallam’s 

Sandygate ground to mark the same anniversary of the first inter-club 

match.  Sheffield were then twice more involved in the play-offs over 

the next few seasons and lifted the Sheffield & Hallamshire FA Cup 

again in 2008 and 2010.  After finishing 9th in 2012/13 the side 

languished in the bottom half of the table for five years before finishing 

4th and reaching the play-offs in 2019. 

With thriving women’s, Reserves, disability, and futsal teams the club goes from strength to strength and stays true 

to its roots in playing for the love of the game. 
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Pitching-In Northern Premier League East Top Goalscorers 
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We look back at the last time the two sides met, as the hosts came from behind to claim all 3 points. 
 
Match Report - Sheffield FC vs Dunston UTS FC 
Reporter: Dom Bingham  
 
Dunston started brilliantly, going 1-0 up just 8 minutes in with Jake Stafford guiding the ball home from a Jack Elliott 
cross following superb work down the left. They then had a succession of chances to make it 2-0. Thear had a ferocious 
shot blocked following a knock down, and then Stafford had his shot saved by keeper Jonathan Hedge. Dunston were 
in control of the match, Thear and Elliott both having mazy runs into the Sheffield box causing havoc for the defence, 
but they managed to scramble the ball away on both occasions to make sure they went into the break just the one 
goal down. 
 
However, Dunston rued these missed chances in the second half. Just five minutes in, a long ball forward by the 
Sheffield backline was flicked on by striker Marc Newsham, which then fell to Charlie Reaney to stab home and level 
the game.  
 
This early goal galvanised the home side, and Luke Hall had the chance to put his side ahead, but could only hit the 
side netting with his shot whilst one on one. Connell then made a good save from Hall as Sheffield grew in confidence. 
 
With a draw looking likely, Sheffield found a winner in the dying minutes. A long ball over the Dunston defence was 
latched onto by Newsham who kept his composure to beat Michael Hall for pace to score and send his side on their 
way to a huge three points and just their second win of the season. Dunston threw everyone forward in the dying 
stages, but couldn’t break down the resolute Sheffield defence.  
 
Dunston will look to bounce back next Saturday when Northern Premier League side Bamber Bridge visit in the 3rd 
qualifying round of the Buildbase FA Trophy. 
 
Dunston UTS FC Man of the Match: Jake Stafford 
 
Jake Stafford is kindly sponsored by: 
Home shirt - Mr. Stephen Sibbald 
Away shirt - Paul King Heating Components 
3rd shirt – In memory of Gordon Graves 
Training kit - Mr. Dave Boldon 
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Today’s line-ups 

Dunston FC vs Sheffield FC 
Todays appointed Match Officials are: 

Referee:  Mark Bell (Stanley)  

Assistants:  Barry Tines (Chester-le-Street) Tom Lishman (Newcastle) 

FA Match Observer – Alan Wilkie (Chester-le-Street) 

 

  

Liam Connell (GK) 

Andy Clark (GK) 

Craig Baxter 

Richard Coulson 

Sado Djalo 

Jack Elliott 

Michael Fowler 

Terry Galbraith 

Michael Hall 

Lee Mason 

Ursene Mouanda 

Michael Pearson 

Luke Porritt 

Craig Scott (C) 

Jake Stafford 

Jude Swailes 

Liam Thear 

Jake Turnbull 

Phil Turnbull 

Niall Edge 

Owen Evans 

Ryan Musselwhite 

Jack Birks 

Ben Turner 

Rory Coleman 

Jamie Yates 

Jamie Robinson 

Damian Magee 

Ben Harriott 

Ashton Hall 

Leigh Whelan 

James Baxendale 

Nathan Modest  

Harry Mitchell 

Marc Newsham 

Sam Ackroyd 

Luke Hall 

Scott Ruthven 

Jordan Walshaw 

Vinny Mukendi 

Tiarnan O’Connor 
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