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WELCOME 

 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone in attendance at the UTS Stadium this 

afternoon for this happy occasion when we celebrate the tenth anniversary of Dunston UTS FC’s 

memorable victory in the FA Vase Final at Wembley. 

Our visitors today are our very good friends WHITLEY BAY AFC who have kindly agreed to provide the 

opposition for a game that will hopefully provide an entertaining spectacle and also produce a generous 

sum of money to a very worthy cause, with all proceeds going to St. Oswald’s Hospice. This wonderful 

Establishment provides specialised care to patients of all ages who have life-limiting conditions and is the 

chosen Charity of ex-Whitley Bay player Mark Taylor (Member of Bay’s FA Vase Winners of 2009). 

Whitley Bay AFC achieved phenomenal success in the FA Vase while triggering a period of domination of 

the Competition by North East Clubs during the 2000’s. Under the well-respected Team-Management of 

Andy Gowans, they started the ball rolling in 2002 when they lifted the Vase at Villa Park after an extra-

time victory thanks to a winning goal by centre-forward Ian Chandler. 

In 2009 they repeated the feat with a win at the new Wembley Stadium, this time under the same Ian 

Chandler who had, by then, progressed to the post of Manager! The outstanding squad that “Chan” had 

assembled went on to sweep all before them and unbelievably lifted the Vase again in 2010 and 2011. 

During those three outstanding seasons, their free-scoring style of football could not be matched by any 

team in the FA Vase Competition. Their achievements can surely never be matched or bettered. 

Dunston UTS FC managed to emulate one of Bay’s successes in 2012 for what is still the Club’s greatest 

day. Whitley Bay secretary Derek Breakwell gave Dunston a lot of much-appreciated advice on how to cope 

with our Wembley arrangements and Final-Day experience. It stood us in good-stead and demonstrated 

what good people there are in Non-League Football. 

We also extend a warm welcome and our sincere thanks to our Match Officials this afternoon. Ex-

Premiership Referee Roger East was the excellent Man-in-the-Middle on that sunny day at Wembley and 

has made the long journey from Wiltshire. Roger is joined today by his Assistant Referees Kieran Alexander 

(son of Dunston Stalwart “Big John” Alexander) and Steve Whittaker (formerly of Bristol but now living in 

Ryton and a valuable member of our Management Committee). 

 

      Let’s look forward to a competitive match. Enjoy the game. 

                                       The Editor 
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Chairmans end of season statement 
 
 
With our first full season in The Pitching-In Northern Premier League East now complete, I’d like to reflect on what we 
have achieved as a Club. Although we missed out on gaining promotion, there are a lot of positives to take from this 
season and points to reflect upon. 
 
Achieving a final position of 6th in the table, in what proved to be a very competitive and entertaining division, is our 
highest finish within the non-league pyramid since the clubs humble beginnings. This illustrates the tremendous 
progress we have made and the positive direction in which, as a Football Club, we are moving towards. 
 
Following the completion of the season we would like to congratulate Liversedge FC, who proved to be worthy winners 
of the division title. Three of the four clubs who secured a play-off spot are North East sides, which goes to show the 
strength of non-league football in the region.  We wish both Marske United and Stockton Town the very best of luck 
in their play-off final. 
At the start of this season we established a very talented squad of players, headed by Club Manager Chris Swailes. 
Swaz had strengthened his backroom staff, with the addition of Assistant Manager Jon McDonald, Ian Irving as Coach 
and Lewis Black as Club Physio.  
 
We were optimistic for a successful season ahead and of continued growth off the pitch. With the re-structuring of 
divisions at Step-4 level, we knew this season would be a different challenge to previous seasons. The strength of the 
league has been evident throughout the season, with each side able to beat the other, something we may not have 
correctly anticipated.  
 
With the season now complete, I would like to thank all of our players and staff for their superb efforts this season. 
Understandably there is disappointment within the team, but we must recognise the hard work made by all players 
and staff for their efforts in trying to deliver success, we wish them all a well-deserved rest.  
 
It is with great regret that we say our goodbyes to two players who are leaving the club due to personal commitments. 
 
A true servant to the club is Andrew Clark who joined us from Ashington in August 2009 and was an important member 
of our F.A. Vase winning side in 2012. Not only did we sign a great servant in Andy but his dad Tom became a popular 
member of the club and was our previous match-day announcer. Andy left the club in May 2017 but re-joined as 
goalkeeper coach in 2020. 
 
The second player is Michael Hall. We pursued Michael for two seasons before we finally got our man for the 2017/18 
season. That season we won the Northern League Cup, were runners up in the Durham Challenge Cup and Michael 
was voted Players Player of the 2017/18 season. He was also in the side that won the Northern League First Division 
title in 2018/19. A great signing and a true servant to the club. 
 
We wish both these wonderful lads and exceptional players all the very best, whatever route they decide to take in 
the future. 
A tremendous amount of hard work, time and effort had gone into various upgrades to The UTS Stadium, all in despite 
of the overhanging concerns from any further potential disruptions, due to an on-going global pandemic.  



 
We have seen a significant rise in attendances this season, with an average attendance above 300, we have been 
encouraged to see new supporters now attending games, from various different age groups, as well as those who have 
continued to support us for decades. Our Supporters have followed and supported the team magnificently, both home 
and away, and they are a credit to the club. 
 
We have formed strong relationships and links with local schools and charities this season, this is something we see as 
being hugely beneficial to the local community. We will continue to maintain and build upon these relationships 
further in the future. 
 
Dunston UTS FC are eternally grateful for the phenomenal support we have received from our Main Club Sponsor UTS 
Engineering Limited. Our long standing relationship goes back to the 2009/10 season and the long-standing 
relationship which we have been afforded, through Shaun Sadler’s continued generosity, will be something which we 
shall be forever thankful for. 
 
With the financial impacts caused by the effects of Covid-19, upon many clubs at our level and businesses alike, we 
understood fully how difficult a time the previous years have been. We have been fortunate to receive continued 
sponsorship from Dunston Van and Truck Hire, who proudly continue to sponsor our home shirt, as they have done 
since season 2008/2009. We are grateful to all the companies and individuals who have provided support throughout 
this season. 
 
I would like to thank our committee, the volunteers and staff who have, as ever, made a massive contribution off the 
field.  
 
Our Media Team have strived to create, and have consistently delivered outstanding content, and to a very high 
standard. To that end we would like to thank them all for their brilliant work. 
 
We will celebrate the 10th anniversary of Dunston UTS FC’s proudest moment, namely our FA Vase win at Wembley 
Stadium in 2012. We are privileged to be able to welcome a Whitley Bay FC side comprised of players from their 3 
times FA Vase winning squads on Saturday May 14th for a 2pm kick off. The gate proceeds on the day going to St 
Oswald’s Hospice.  
 
We encourage as many people as possible to come along on the day and show their support, and more importantly, 
celebrate Dunston UTS FC’s proudest moment.  
 
There is a great sense of optimism within the club, that next season will prove to see further progress, as has been the 
case season after season. Once again we would like to thank all those who have supported us during this season with 
a special thank you to those who have travelled far and wide in support of our club. 
 
As our club grows both on and off the field we would be most grateful if anyone with the time available would like to 
join us as committee members as we strive to continue our progress both on and off the field. 
 
I would like to express my own personal gratitude to the support given to our club by one and all and look forward to 
seeing you all in the future as we look forward to 22/23 season 
 
Best regards  
 
Malcolm James 
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A DAY LIKE NO OTHER 

SUNDAY 13th MAY 2012 – A WEMBLEY VISIT 

 Billy Montague 

 

After a great Saturday night out in Borehamwood when the whole squad enjoyed an excellent Italian meal and then 

quite a few drinks around the bars on the High Street, it was back to the Hotel for a very fitful sleep. The events of the 

following morning were weighing heavily on my mind. Would the day be an unmitigated disaster or a wonderful 

success story? Myself and my best pal, Ian McPherson had visited the National Stadium on quite a few occasions 

following Newcastle United and all of them had ended in the former option! Surely, it was time for a change of fortune! 

After a hearty Full-English we were all ready, suited and booted, to make the best of the day. The players, the 

Committee and their wives and partners all looked like a million dollars. Frank Rankin and his lovely wife Margaret did 

the business with Carnation buttonholes for all the males and flowers for the ladies. The Team Coach was ready with 

our usual driver Malcolm fully prepared as usual. He had done an early morning trial-run to Wembley Stadium to 

ensure that there would be no room for error or last-minute problems. He had taken quite a few of the Management 

Committee with him and they had gained access to our changing-room and prepared the strips in advance. A great 

touch! 

I didn’t discuss it with anyone else, but my stomach was churning with the nerves and expectation about what was in 

store for us in the next eight hours of a glorious sunny day. The journey from the Hotel went without any problems 

and when we reached the Stadium approaches it was really emotional to be greeted by hundreds of Dunston 

supporters clad in their Blue and White colours. The noisy reception on arrival just brought it home to everyone how 

this was it – at last! Malcolm the driver skillfully negotiated the coach through what seemed like a mile of tunnels 

beneath the Stadium and we proceeded into the East Dressing Room (the lucky one)!!! The excitement was starting 

to build but we had to keep a lid on it. Everything about the Stadium was first class. I had imagined that we might be 

classed as the “Country Cousins” because this was “only” the FA Vase Final but I was completely wrong. 

Our treatment by the Stadium staff was brilliant, but in the same breath, our party showed the utmost respect to them 

also. It’s only right. 

Walking out onto the pitch surrounds was a brilliant experience for all of us but I was aware that as secretary, I had to 

concentrate on my duties as if it was any other match, making sure that there were no mistakes made prior the game 

as far as protocol was concerned. 

 

Management team Billy Irwin and Tony 

Harrison had the unenviable task of 

selecting a starting eleven and then the 

substitute line-up. The Club were lucky 

that the whole squad were completely 

dedicated to each other and even those 

that didn’t make the team, though very 

disappointed, were still supportive of 

those who had been chosen. Once I had 

received their selection I completed the 

Official Team-Sheet, being doubly 

careful to spell every name correctly 

while trying to steady my shaking right-

hand.  



The Team-Sheet was supposed to be submitted to the Match Referee Roger East at least ninety minutes before kick-

off. I made sure I was ready – didn’t want to rub him up the wrong way before a ball was kicked in anger. 

 

The West Auckland Town secretary Alan Bailes was a really good bloke and I always got on very well with him for years. 

But he was notorious for submitting his team-sheet late to the Match Referee when he didn’t want the opposition to 

know his team’s line-up for domestic competition. Anyway, on our big day I went to the Match Officials’ Dressing 

Room a few minutes before the allotted time but there was no sign of Alan. I entered their room and was in 

conversation with them and decided to leave and attempt to find Alan’s whereabouts – unsuccessfully as it happened.  

 

When I returned to inform Roger East, he immediately set off to seek the West Auckland Team-Sheet and only returned 

with a red-faced Alan who had been given a right telling-off! It seems that Alan had been engaged in a chat with 

someone and had forgotten the time – that was what he said anyway! 

After the exchange of 

Team-Sheets I hot-

footed it to the East 

Dressing Room to give 

the details to Billy Irwin 

and Tony Harrison so 

that they could 

continue with their pre-

match preparations. 

The delay was irritating 

but considering the final 

result it maybe didn’t 

affect their team-talk 

that much.  

It did wind me up no 

end though because my 

late arrival upstairs in 

the function suite 

meant that I missed out 

on the starter at the pre-match meal! I can’t remember much about the actual game apart from nervously viewing a 

disallowed “goal” from Chris Swailes and two goals from Andy Bulford after great work from Steve Goddard and then 

the utter euphoria and relief at the final whistle. Just another average day in the life of the Secretary of this great little 

Football Club! 
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Dom Bingham speaks to the Ian Chandler and Andy Gowans, the two men who led Whitley Bay Football Club to FA 
Vase glory on four separate occasions, as we continue to look ahead to next Saturdays FA Vase 10th Anniversary 
game between Dunston UTS FC and Whitley Bay FC. 
 
Whilst Dunston had enjoyed a wonderful day at Wembley Stadium in 2012 winning the FA Vase by two goals to nil 
against West Auckland Town, Whitley Bay Football Club has also experienced a vast amount of success in the 
competition over the past twenty years, winning it four times under the helm of first Andy Gowans (AG) and then Ian 
Chandler (IC). Their successes included a win at Villa Park in the 2002-03 final, and then a triple successive final crown 
at Wembley Stadium in the 2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11 seasons, a feat that has never been matched. 
 
Gowans and Chandler will reunite members of their squads on Saturday 14th May, when a Whitley Bay Select XI will 
face Dunston’s 2012 FA Vase winning squad in a one-off Anniversary match at the UTS Stadium, with the prime purpose 
of the day being to raise funds for St Oswalds Hospice, who offer superb first-class specialist patient-centred care for 
those with life-limiting condition. 
 

 
 
 Credit: Northern Echo 
 
Dom Bingham sat down with Ian and Andy to learn more about their experiences of their Vase final wins with Whitley 
Bay, as well as getting an insight about some of the players we can expect to see at the UTS Stadium on the 14th May 
for the upcoming FA Vase Anniversary match, and finally why people of the local area should get involved. 
 
Andy, you were in charge of the Whitley Bay team who won the FA Vase in the 2001-2002 season, what do you 
remember about that 1-0 victory vs Tiptree United at Villa Park? 



 
AG: It was a bit of an emotional occasion with a roller coaster of feelings. It wasn’t the best game but all that mattered 
was the result and winning the Vase. We had controlled most of the game without creating many chances and missed 
a penalty. 
 
 I had been to a final with Bedlington prior and lost by a single goal to Tiverton, so I was thinking here we go again. But 
in extra time a cross by Steve Cuggy was headed in by Ian Chandler and that was it elation and the start of a domination 
by Northern League teams in the Vase. 
 
And Ian, as well as scoring the goal which Andy mentions above, you’ve also experienced huge success as a manager 
of Whitley Bay Football Club, you made history by winning the FA Vase 3 times running (2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-
11). This must have been a massively proud moment for you – what do you remember about the three consecutive 
final victories? 
 
 IC: Now many years after the events, where I’ve had time to reflect and savour the memories it is with pride I 
remember the 3 finals, but to be honest the finals were so much more relaxing, the actual games, compared to the 3 
semi-finals v Lowersoft, Barwell and Poole.  Those games, home and away were nerve wracking to say the least. 
 
 As for the actual finals, Glossop was all anticipation, in the hotel night before, the really really really tough decision in 
picking the starting 11 with Steve Cuggy & Gavin Fell, then the even harder decision on who didn’t make the 16 and 
would end up watching the game from the dugouts, not a nice job at all!  The game itself was I felt comfortable, with 
the double act Kerr-Chow scoring a goal apiece. 
 
The Wroxham match turned out to be a stroll, with no disrespect to them, but the Bay team was a year older, wiser 
and more prepared, again Kerr-Chow were on the score sheet with Mr Chow scoring after 20 plus seconds, a record 
for the new Wembley at the time. 
 
The Coalville final was what felt like, a taken for granted situation. Probably the sternest game of the three as the score 
line suggests, a 3-2 victory.   The game was indeed a great contest, leading 1-0, 2-1 and eventually winning 3-2, and 
you guessed it, goals from Kerr-Chow, scoring in each of the 3 finals, what an achievement, so many records set, 
unbelievable! 
 
 I have special memories of all 3 finals, and the amount of effort put in from everyone at Whitley was exceptional. Gav 
Fell’s match analysis which saw him travelling the length and breadth of England watching opponents helped us win 
many a game we may have lost without him, Steve Cuggy’s words, challenging the players and me to do better again 
helped us win games we may have lost, Glen Martin our Physio who kept the walking wounded on the pitch, all great 
people creating an exceptional time in North East football. 
 
Unlike Ian who managed Whitley Bay in all three finals at Wembley, the 2001-2022 final was held at Villa Park. 
Despite this, to play at such a prestigious ground and to manage a title winning side must have been a proud 
moment for you Andy? 
 
 AG: It was a disappointment not to play at Wembley, more for the players I would say but to get to the final of a 
national competition it didn’t matter to me as it was about winning the competition and could have been played at 
any stadium. The FA did all the things that would be done at Wembley anyway so walking out at Villa Park with the 
fabulous Bay fans shouting and the music blaring, was just as nerve tingling with the hairs on the back of your neck 
standing up was fantastic and will never be forgotten.   
 
With a 2-0 win over Glossop North End, a 6-1 victory over Wroxham and a 3-2 victory over Coalville Town, every 
year must have been special for its own reason. Whitley Bay set a precedent, with Dunston, Spennymoor Town, 
North Shields, Morpeth Town, South Shields and Hebburn Town all winning the competition in the last ten years. 
Why do you think this region developed such a strong hold within the tournament? 
 
 IC: Interesting questions which I have seen many comments about from fans and managers/players on different 
forums over the years, all very valid, however my perspective is once Whitley put the four year run together, I include 
the 2007/08 semi-final defeat in this, other teams in the region had a belief that they too could win the vase and went 



on to do so.  An obvious observation was that because no clubs were promoted the strength of teams at our level in 
our region was getting stronger and that was why the Northern League became so strong in the Vase. 
Andy, your success is special this year as well, it’s twenty years on from the winning season, what are your thoughts 
looking back on the success in the Vase for Whitley Bay and also North East Football as a whole? 
 
 AG: This is a great historic achievement for a great football club and the great supporters the club has. Winning the 
Vase three years on the trot, is a feat that will probably never be done again by any team, especially with the current 
promotion system.  This is probably a good thing for the competition and other teams. We can be proud that The Bay 
started and continued the domination by Northeast clubs in the FA Vase. 
 
To win three on the trot is a massive achievement and will likely never be done again. You must have had a superb 
group of players over that time, who can we expect to see on the 14th May when your team comes to visit Dunston 
UTS. 
 
 IC: The team over those three years we felt improved each year, we added 2 or 3 players to the 2009 winning team, 
then another 2 or 3 to the 2010 team, then we lost 3 or 4 after 2010, so all in all maybe the 2011 was the surprise 
package, no one thought we could do it the 3rd year, so it became ever so sweet that we did. 
 
 Several players from my time as manager in the three FA Vase victories that are confirmed to attend are: Lee Kerr, 
Craig McFarlane, Paul Chow, Chris Moore, Paul Robinson, Gareth Williams, Terry Burke , Gary Ormston. It should be a 
great game. 
 
Andy, Ian will be in the dugout on the 14th May when the Whitley Bay select come to Dunston, You must have had 
a real sense of pride to see the man you managed continue the club’s legacy in the competition in the years following 
your success? 
 
  



AG: Don’t tell him but he nearly got the hook just before scoring. Yeah, I taught him everything!!  I have known Chan 
since we played together at the Bay back in the 80’s and he always had the attributes of a manager, understood the 
game very well and had plenty to say to the other players on the pitch. It comes as no surprise that he went onto 
become such a successful manager with the Bay. It was great to see Chan, his staff and the players at the Bay achieve 
such success that may never be achieved again.  
Image below credit Action Images 

 
Ian, what has made you and the club want to get involved with anniversary game here at Dunston on the 14th May? 
 
IC: Over the many years I have been involved in local football Whitley and Dunston have always has a great respect 
for each other, many players have played for both teams, I know Harra & Billy very well having played with both of 
them and then for Tony when he managed Durham for spell, so it was not difficult at all to get the teams together, 
combine that with support for our Mark Taylor (2009 player) and St Oswalds, we couldn’t say no. 
 
 
I’m sure there will be a good crowd in attendance, with all gate proceeds going to St Oswald’s Hospice. Are you looking 
forward to getting some of the old squads back together in front of a good crowd at the UTS Stadium? 
 
 IC: After the past 2-3 years where everyone has been affected by Covid and not being able to see friends & family, 
this will be like a giant family gathering, friends everywhere, really looking forward to it. 
 
Could we just get some words from you as to why local people and football fans of all clubs should get down to the 
UTS Stadium on the 14th May to celebrate this anniversary and show their support for St Oswalds, who are a brilliant 
organisation. 
 
 IC: Like I said on the above question, almost every player/manager/club official sees the Northern League or should I 
just say local none league football as one giant family, once games end everyone enjoys a pint, bit of a chat and on 
this occasion we can all reminisce about how we won the Vase and that is why people should come down and support 
on the 14th.  
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Dom Bingham talks to the former Premier League Referee and the Man who was referee 
during the clubs 2012 FA Vase win. 
 
Roger East was the referee in charge of Dunston’s famous day at Wembley in May of 2012, taking control of a brilliant 
all North Eastern affair against West Auckland Town which saw Dunston run out worthy 2-0 winners, under the helm 
of manager Billy Irwin. It was a game that was filled with controversial moments, including two disallowed goals. Roger 
has had a prestigious career, taking charge of 92 Premier League games and handing out eleven red cards in these 
games, including three in his first four games. 
 

 
 
We sat down with Roger to discuss his career, what he remembers from that day at Wembley and his thoughts 
regarding the upcoming anniversary game at the UTS Stadium, where he will be officiating. 
 
Roger, for those that may not be aware of your career as a referee in which you have by my records, taken charge 
of 92 Premier League games amongst other important fixtures, could you give us some background on your rise up 
the referee ranks? 
 
I started refereeing in Salisbury in 1986, progressing through the Wessex League (2yrs), Southern League (6yrs) and 
Conference (6yrs). I then became a Premier league and International Assistant from 2003-2007. I switched the flag for 
the whistle in 2007 as a football league referee. My last season there was 2012 before becoming a Premier League 
referee after the Vase final and two weeks later the League 1 play off final (Huddersfield v Sheff Utd). 7 years later 
after breaking the record for oldest ever Premier league Referee, I refereed my last game at Crystal Palace v 
Bournemouth on my 54th birthday, to bring the curtain down on a very enjoyable and rewarding career. 
 
You’ve had years refereeing top level games for the FA, do you have any games that have stood out or those that 
you remember more than others?  
 
I would have to say the two weeks in 2012 (FA Vase final followed by Play offs at Wembley) were brilliant, but I also 
remember the 2004 FA Cup Final as a linesman, the 2006 Community Shield, Under 21 final (in Portugal 2005/6) as 
well, they were all great moments.  I officiated in around 8 play off semi-finals, and of course my last game at Palace 
(score was 5-3) is a special memory of mine. 



 
You were the referee on the day that Dunston were crowned champions of the FA Vase in 2012 at Wembley 
Stadium, what do you remember about the game itself? 
 
It was a very competitive match between the sides, where the refereeing style had to be adaptive. It was bit more 
robust than a southern area game!, The special moment for me was being applauded by both sets of fans, which I felt 
proved I got the 'control' in the game just about right! 
 
There were a few disallowed goals that day at Wembley, including one for then Dunston defender and current 
manager Chris Swailes. As an official it must be a highly pressurised environment where decisions have to be made 
in an instant, how do you manage to stay focused on such a big stage with the game often resting on fine margins? 
 
 
 
Quite honestly, 
whilst nervous when 
you start as players 
are, once you blow 
the whistle to start 
its 11 against 11, and 
you back yourself 
and your qualities as 
a referee and whilst 
you can’t please 
everyone, every 
decision has to be 
deemed sellable and 
fair! 
 
On the 14th May this 
year Dunston’s Vase 
winning side from 
2012 will face a 
Whitley Bay Vase 
select side, 
comprised of players 
who were part of the three time consecutive winning campaigns. What was it that has drawn you to come back and 
get involved with the day? 
 
Refereeing has been very good to me, and you should never forget your rise, I was deeply touched to be asked, and 
despite my 'great age' felt there was the need to participate in such a worthy and brilliant cause. Hospice's have special 
meanings to most people and I am no different, so it should be a brilliant occasion. 
 
Obviously this game is going to be a little less stressful than some that you’ve had to referee over the years, and is 
primarily, to raise funds for the local St Oswald’s Hospice. With 5000 fans at Wembley, I’m sure it was a great 
occasion to be involved in and a fond memory of yours – what would you say to people who are thinking about 
possibly coming down to the game on the 14th? 
 
I am always amazed at the passion of football, and fully expect a competitive game, and whilst everyone involved is 
perhaps a little older! The will power to put on a good show and win will never be dulled! So I come to the game fully 
prepared in the need to referee and above all bring the game to a safe conclusion, before sampling the local ale, now 
I have no 'body fat' tests to pass! 
 
It should be a fabulous occasion and I would highly recommend people coming down to show their support for such 
as worthy cause.  
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As we look ahead our FA Vase 10th year celebration game against 4 times winner Whitley Bay, we speak to three 
former players, Chris Swailes, Andrew Bulford and Andy Clark, as they prepare to grace the hallowed turf of The 
UTS Stadium once again this coming Saturday. 
 
Current Dunston UTS FC Manager Chris Swailes, who won the FA Vase three times during his long career, who still 
holds the record as the oldest player to score in a Wembley Cup Final, explains why sitting behind him on the bus after 
celebrating a win at Wembley is never a wise move. 
 

 
 
I was 41 at the time and older than most of the lads. In over 1000 appearances it was the first time ever in a game I’d 
had of feeling heavy leggy. That game at Wembley was first time I’d ever worn molds in a competitive game. 
 
We didn’t concede many goals, I realised that if we got a few goals West Auckland wouldn’t get more, which is massive 
platform to build on. 
 
There comes a time where you knew you’d won a games. I remember looking over at Ben Cattanach and Michael 
Robson, Ben was just emotional, but barring something catastrophic from happening, I knew we’d win. When the balls 
goes out for 5 seconds and you can take it all in, you know you’ve won and we knew we’d given it our all. 
 
I scored a goal but it was ruled offside. It wasn’t offside, the liner was behind me, if he had of been on the opposite 
side, I think it would’ve stood. 
 
Michael Chilton was stupid enough to sit behind me on the bus on the way back, I counted 52 farts on that journey all 
off the night before. After breakfast we were straight on the bus and carried on the drink, drinking back all the way to 
in the Tudor Rose. Michael Chilton’s face, all the way back up, realising he should never have sat behind me. His face 
went from jubilant to sorrow, pure sorrow. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Dunston’s all-time leading scorer Andrew Bulford, who scored in every game of every round during the clubs 2021/22 
FA Vase winning season, provides us with some of his memories from that famous run. 
 

 
 

Everything flew over so quickly, but there are three things that always stand out in my mind, getting that first goal 

and the record for Matty. Running on the pitch when the final whistle had gone and my best mate Shawsy wiping me 

out. Getting to the top of the stairs and seeing all the committee there with us. It was just a perfect day from start to 

finish. 

The stand out memory 

from that run was half 

time at the first game 

when we were 7-0 up. I 

was walking off with 

Shawsy and we tried to 

remain respectful,  but 

just burst out laughing as 

I don’t think we had ever 

been 7-0 up at half time 

before ever.  

 

I can’t wait for the game 

to get back together with 

the lads, committee and 

fans. Also we get on 

really well with all the 

Whitley lads and let’s be 

honest, without their achievements in the vase we would never have believed it would be possible to go win it as 

well. 



In three spells at The UTS Stadium in 13 seasons, Andy Clark finally announced his intention to leave at the end of 

the 2021/22 season. This coming Saturday could well be his last ever Dunston appearance.  

The day was amazing, walking up and the buzz of heading into Wembley to grace the hallowed turf, mind you they 

could have put a bit water on it. 

Seeing 

the 

changing 

rooms set 

up and 

the faces 

of all the 

lads 

getting 

ready for 

the big 

game will 

always 

stay with 

me. 

I missed 

the 

second 

goal as I 

had to 

pop to 

the 

changing rooms. When I came out it took about 5 mins for me to realise we had scored a second goal, and then the 

nerves kicked in over the last ten minutes. We weren’t holding on to a lead, we were attacking but there is still 

always that doubt. The whole day was amazing, I wish I could do it every weekend.  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.impactbathroomsne.co.uk/
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In his first season at The UTS Stadium 

Craig Baxter collected 3 separate awards 

at the clubs presentation evening. 

 
The experienced defender collected 
Committee Player of the season, 
Managers Player of the season as well as 
Player’s Player of the season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Fowler collected the clubs top scorer 
award, the forward scoring 14 goals in 15 
games having only arrived in January. 
 
 
 
Fowler also collected the clubs goal of the 
season award, for his goal at hone to Marske 
United in January. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Both Michael Hall and Andy Clark, both of whom had 
recently announced their departures, collected service 
awards for their outstanding contributions to the club. 
 
 
We would like to thank all those who attended. An 
excellent night had by all and we thank you for your 
support. 



  

http://www.dunstonutsfc.co.uk/news/fa-vase-10th-year-anniversary-charity-game/2968
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With over 350 appearances and for Dunston UTS FC, Michael 

Dixon played a pivotal role in the clubs FA Vase success in 

2012, he will be back on Saturday as we celebrate that great 

occasion. 

 
What are your memories of that famous day at Wembley back in 
May 2012? 
 
I remember the build-up on the day really well, seeing the Wembley 
arch on the bus and thinking bloody hell I’m playing there today! 
The match itself was a blur as I was so focused on winning. We 
scored our goals at perfect times looking back. My lasting memory 
was seeing how happy my wife and family were at the final whistle. 
My brother had travelled over from Dubai for literally 24 hours so it 
was great to share the day with them all and see us lift the trophy.  
 
I also remember turning onto the balcony and seeing the 
committee standing there ready to kiss and cuddle, as we all went 
to get our medals, that was a really special moment. They are the 
heartbeat of this club and if any committee deserved to win the 
vase at Wembley it’s them. It’s such a shame ‘Uncle Fred’ as I called 
him will not be there on Saturday. He would have loved it. 
 
What are your memories from the 2011/12 F.A .Vase run? 
 
I have lots of memories of our cup run and far too many to mention them all.  
 
Wisbech were a really good team in the last 32 and we did well to get a draw down there. I got sent off in extra-time 
so it was long bus journey back for me! Ha. 
 
Bethnal Green was such an easy game for our last 16. Shawsy ran riot in the first half, scoring a double to see us 
through.  
 
Peterborough 
Northern Star in 
the 1/4 final was a 
crazy game. Bully 
was superb and 
my pal Kane Young 
popped up with a 
vital goal at the 
back stick! We 
went 4-3 up in the 
dying minutes of 
extra time and I 
shouted to Macca 
“keep it tight and 
think of them cans 
on the bus driving 
home.” It was 
some journey 
home and we 
supped the cans! 
 
 
 



The Semi-Final second leg away at Staveley is my favourite memory of the whole cup run. I know the final at Wembley 
is unbelievable but to win the way we did, down to 10 men for so long and the realisation of reaching the final was 
unbelievable. The journey back on the bus, then back to the Tudor Rose, was unreal.  I have watched the highlights of 
that game lots over the years and still get goose bumps when God’s slots that one in and does his somersault!  
 
 
I must mention Steve Preen ‘goal 
machine’. We roomed together 
for years and I would fill the bath 
with cold water to put my 
Lucozade in before we went for 
our dinner the night before, trying 
to be all professional, and he 
would then pull 4 cans of Stella out 
of his bag and chuck them in for 
when we got back in. He would say 
“Say nowt to Bill”. He was brilliant 
around the dressing room and a 
great character.  
 
How are you relishing the game 
against four times FA Vase 
Winners Whitley Bay?  
 
I can’t believe it’s been 10 years 
it’s flown over. I think it’s great what the club have organised for the day and to play Whitely Bay whom we’ve had 
some great battles with over the years, especially that quarter final when they knocked us out in 2011, it promises to 
be a great day.  
 
 It’s unbelievable to win it once never mind three years in a row, they had some great players across all three teams 
and great lads too.  
 
 I hope it’s a good turn out on the day and we can raise plenty of money for St Oswald’s Hospice.  
  



 

 

 

                                                             DAF Properties 

Commercial and Residential 

Lettings 

David and Marc Foggin 

07920064909 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/beautytimephotography/


Dom Bingham speaks to former Dunston UTS FC manager Billy Irwin, who lead 
the club to their famous Wembley win, as he returns to the dug-outs once more. 
 
So Billy, on the 14th May, two weeks after the 
season is completed, there is a 10 Year 
Anniversary match of our historic FA Vase win 
at Wembley against Whitley Bay Football Club. 
You were gaffer at that time, what do you 
remember about the run towards Wembley 
and then Wembley itself? 
 
I remember quite a bit, every game actually! 
Something big happened in every game, an 
incident or whatever. But from the quarter final 
away to Peterborough Sports and then the two 
semi-final legs against Staveley I remember a 
whole lot, plenty of drama. 
 
Then of course you’ve got the final, and with 
social media nowadays it’s great to be able to go and watch stuff back, but aye they were great memories, and I cannot 
believe ten years has gone just like that, I remember it like it was yesterday! I still get people now who were in the 
crowd that day come and tell me their stories which is great to hear, but no fantastic memories not just for the team, 
but for the town and the whole area in general. 
 
Without a doubt the proudest moment in the clubs history, and to get to Wembley let alone win it must have been 
a super proud day for you to lead the team to glory? 
 
Aye, massively. It was a massive occasion for the whole club and the committee who had put in so much work and 
effort to get the club to where it was. I had a fantastic group of players but I think it’s important to note that people 
often forget we got to two quarter finals and three last sixteens I think so when you look at it we could’ve won it a few 
more times! 
 
But the day at Wembley itself... I always thought we could get there but you always think you need a little bit of luck. 
I don’t think we needed luck with the squad of players that we had and the mentality of the group. They were a superb 
group and it was just a brilliant occasion. 
 
The North East is renowned for 
success in the FA Vase, over the last 
20 years there’s been so many 
success stories come from this 
tournament, the atmosphere 
around Dunston and the North East 
in general with two North Eastern 
teams going head to head at 
Wembley must have been 
fantastic? 
 
It was brilliant! I mean there was a 
little bit of rivalry between both 
clubs, West Auckland were a top 
team with top players, but the 
reason why clubs won the Vase all 
those years on the trot was because 
the standard of the Northern League then was superb. Obviously now with promotion from the Northern League you 
have to take it so the league in my opinion is getting weakened by that. It was a really tough competition to win and 
it still is, but long may it continue that teams from this region get to Wembley and get to experience the occasion! 



 
10 years on, it’s been a while since you have been in the dug out, are you looking forward to getting back in the dug 
out and linking up with the old team? 
 
Yes it will be fantastic! We get back together quite a bit and we are all in touch with each other still. It was a fantastic 
experience that brought us all closer you know, staying in hotels for two and three nights at a time. Me and Harra are 
really looking forward to having a great day as well. 
 
Hopefully we get a few through the gate and we will raise a good sum of money for St Oswald’s Hospice Home. 
 
Could you just give us some background to St Oswald’s charity for those who may be unfamiliar? 
 
Well I asked Chandler the Whitley Bay manager about Mark Taylor’s charity who suffers from Motor Neurone Disease 
and he came back and has asked if the money could go to St Oswald’s hospice which is a hospice in Gosforth and it’s 
superb. 
 
I had a bit of experience myself with my wife before she sadly passed away so it holds a massive place in my heart and 
there is a lot of committee members who have had a brush with St Oswald’s so it is a fantastic place, with fantastic 
people. I would love to see as many people as possible come down to even chip in a couple of quid through the raffle 
or tombola. They are a fantastic place but they do need the support. 
 
Finally, despite it being for charity, that inner managerial fire to win must still be burning to try and win the game 
on the day? 
 
Aye of course, I had a chat with Swaz and spoke to Harra yesterday. I know what type of group they are and they will 
be out training and all that. We will all want to win, and Whitley Bay won it three years off the bounce which will never 
be done again, so it will be great day and hopefully a good game on the pitch. 
 

Watch the video interview with Billy Irwin and Tony Harrison  

 

Click: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_7KvVMEpXM  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_7KvVMEpXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_7KvVMEpXM
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Dunston UTS FC vs West Auckland Town FC, The Carlsberg FA Vase Final 2012, 

Wembley Stadium. 

Match Report 

 

An Andrew Bulford brace secured a first-ever FA Carlsberg Vase crown for Dunston UTS, as his double helped to defeat 

West Auckland Town in The Final. 

His first goal came on 32 minutes, when he latched on to Stephen Goddard’s flick and dinked a cute lob over Auckland 

‘keeper Mark Bell. Bulford then secured the win in the 79th minute when he fired home from close range, again after 

being found by his strike partner. 

In scoring at Wembley, not only did Bulford win his side The Vase, he also wrote himself into the history books, as he 

scored in every round of this season’s competition, including replays. West Auckland put Dunston under immense 

pressure in the second half, but they were unable to break down a stubborn defence and Billy Irwin’s side held on for 

their moment of glory. However, a sloppy kick-off from Dunston almost handed West Auckland a dream start. 

Mattie Moffat won 

possession straight from the 

centre and fed Michael Rae, 

whose dipping shot dropped 

just over the top of Liam 

Connell’s bar with less than 

ten seconds on the clock. 

This chance appeared to give 

‘West’ an early bout of 

confidence and Moffat soon 

saw a shot of his own flash 

just high and wide of the 

target before Rae headed 

Stuart Banks’ right-wing 

cross just past the post. 

West Auckland were on top 

in the opening exchanges 

with Banks the next player to 

have a crack at goal, but they were only the width of a post away from falling behind against the run of play. Steven 

Shaw swung an in-swinging free-kick into the box which Michael Dixon headed goal-wards but the ball bounced off 

Mark Bell’s left-hand upright. Chris Swailes smashed in the rebound, but the goal was ruled out for offside against the 

41- year-old centre back. 

Dunston had slowly grown into the game and it took some alert, and composed, defending from West right-back Neil 

Pattinson to prevent Bulford a clean strike at goal when he went in search of Dixon’s clearance.The game really sprang 

to life in the 27th minute when both sides could have taken the lead. Pattinson was again the West Auckland hero as 

his sliding interception inside the box thwarted Bulford for a second time in quick succession.  

The ball was immediately moved forward and Mark Hudson’s pinpoint crossfield ball found his skipper’s run into the 

Dunston area. Moffat looked for the corner but Connell produced a decent stop with his legs. 

The game had really opened up with both sides looking for the opening goal. Kane Young slipped a ball into the path 

of Bulford who was racing through the centre but some good covering by centre back John Parker kept the scores at 

0-0. It wasn’t goalless for long, though, as Bulford put his side ahead with a cool finish.  



Just after the half-an-hour mark, a goal kick from Connell was flicked into Bulford’s path by Goddard. The Dunston goal 

machine kept his composure to lift an impudent lob over Bell from just outside the box to propel himself into FA Vase 

folklore. 

West Auckland refused to lie down, though, and a jinking run from Banks saw him break into the box, only to poke 

narrowly wide. And just minutes before the break, Dunston skipper Ben Cattanach was on-hand to head Hudson’s chip 

to the far post over his own bar with Moffat lurking. 

Peter Dixon’s charges really took the game to Dunston after the restart and Moffat thought he had equalised from 

close range in the 52nd minute, only to be denied by the assistant referee’s flag. 

With 30 

minutes 

remaining 

Martin Young 

was brought on 

for Adam 

Nicholls and 

the West 

Auckland sub 

almost had an 

immediate 

impact as he 

found Hudson 

with a 

wonderfully 

disguised 

through ball. 

Hudson wanted 

too many 

touches to get 

the ball under 

control, though, and Cattanach tidied up for Dunston. Young also had a chance of his own when Dunston failed to 

clear their lines, but Connell gratefully collected the loose ball. 

Irwin’s side had been under the cosh for most of the second half but they had two good chances to put the result 

beyond doubt, and the woodwork intervened each time. First, Bulford thumped a 20-yard strike off the bar with Bell 

beaten, and moments later, Goddard chipped the ball over Bell only to see it bounce back off the frame of the goal. 

Bulford had a further two chances as the game entered its final quarter, but was off target with one and found Bell 

too good with the other. It transpired that these chances were merely sighters, as a real striker’s finish from the would 

be Man of the Match put the game beyond West Auckland and again he had Goddard to thank for playing the ball into 

his path. A high ball into the box was flicked on by Goddard and Bulford pounced, hooking the ball home from an angle 

in the 79th minute to win Dunston their first-ever FA Vase title. 

Dunston UTS FC 
Liam Connell, Ben Cattanach (C), Terry Galbraith, Michael Robson, Chris Swailes, Kane Young, Steven Shaw, 
Michael Dixon, Stephen Goddard (Steven Preen, 85), Andrew Bulford (Danny Craggs, 89), Lee McAndrew 
Substitutes not used- Andrew Clark, Ian Herron, Jack Burns. 
Manager: Billy Irwin 
 
West Auckland Town FC 
Mark Bell, Neil Pattinson, Andrew Green, Jonny Gibson, John Parker, Mark Stephenson (Daniel Hindmarsh, 77), 
Stuart Banks, Mark Hudson, Mattie Moffat (C), Michael Rae, Adam Nicholls (Martin Young, 60) 
Substitutes not used- Daryl Hall, Ross Preston, Matthew Coad. 
Manager: Peter Dixon 
Referee Roger East 
Attendance 5,126     



 

https://www.callertonkitchens.co.uk/


Today’s Dunston UTS FC Mascots are: 
Evan Clark 

Rose Young 

Ethan Appleby 

Jessica Appleby 

Erin Appleby 

Molly McAndrew, 

Joshua Pickering 

Chloe Pickering 

Heidi Dixon 

Cerys Cattenach 

Libby Bulford 

Joseph Bulford 



Dunston UTS FC                                                         Whitley Bay FC  

 

1. Terry Burke 

2. John Caffery 

3. Chris Moore 

4. Paul Robinson 

5. Gareth Williams 

6. Brian Smith 

7. Lee Kerr 

8. Paul Chow 

9. David Pounder 

10. Gary Ormston 

11. Steve Cuggy 

12. Ian Chandler 

13. Lee Picton 

14. Lee Mason 

15. Mark Walmsley 

16. Gary Cook 

17. Andrew Dugdale 

18. Michael Fenwick 

19. Andrew Bowes 

20. Dan Anderson 

21. Ian Dixon 

22. Richard Hodgson 

23. Craig McFarlane 

24. Steve Locker 

25. Kev Walton 

26.       Gav Fell 

Manager: Ian Chandler 

 

Liam Connell 

Ben Cattanach 

Terry Galbraith 

Michael Robson 

Chris Swailes, 

Kane Young 

Steven Shaw 

Michael Dixon 

Stephen Goddard 

Steven Preen 

Andrew Bulford 

Danny Craggs 

Lee McAndrew 

Andrew Clark 

Ian Herron 

Jack Burns 

Michael Chilton 

Anthony Hume 

Michael Hepplewhite 

Mark O’Bern 

Brad Brooking 

Nathan Maughan 

Manager Billy Irwin 

Assistant Manager Tony Harrison 

Physio Andrew Patterson 
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